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Bulk Materials  |  Building & Landscape Stone  |  Pavers
Reclaimed Antique Stone  |  Custom Stone Fabrication

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR
OUTDOOR DREAMS COME TRUE

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR
OUTDOOR DREAMS COME TRUE

1661 Hwy 34 South, Wall, NJ 07719 | Phone: (732) 938-5252 | njgravelsand.com

https://njgravelsand.com
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https://woodhavenlumber.com
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https://puharicassociates.com
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732-353-1352 Lic. #12690

What do you get when 
you combine a Jer-
sey Shore native and 

a third-generation plumber? An 
exciting new version of the Belmar 
Plumbing & Heating you know and 
love!

Owners of Belmar Plumbing and 
Heating, Matthew and Ashley Bald-
win are excited to bring a refreshing 
new approach to the community of 
the Jersey Shore. Their family-owned 
company is dedicated to exceeding 
their customers’ highest expecta-
tions in a manner that is profession-
al, timely, and backed by decades of 
industry experience.

As a young family with three 
children, Matthew and Ashley un-
derstand how important your time is 

and value your peace of mind. That’s 
why Belmar Plumbing and Heating 
is committed to providing same-
day appointments and 24/7 phone 
access for customers to speak with 
their friendly customer service team. 
Their goal is to quickly solve your 
home issues, answer every question, 
and get you back to what’s import-
ant. The Jersey Shore is a wonderful 

place to live and the Belmar Plumb-
ing and Heating team thinks your 
time is better spent at the beach, not 
waiting around for the plumber to 
call back.

The local couple, who got married 
at the Silver Lake gazebo here in 
town, is all about family values. In 
their spare time you can find them 
spending the day on 5th Ave beach 

in Belmar, coaching youth sports or 
exploring local businesses and new 
places to make family memories. 
They are proud to be small business 
owners and look forward to giving 
back to the community beyond 
plumbing and heating!

—  ADVERTORIAL  —

Call us today – 732.353.1352 or visit belmarplumbing.com

A Fresh Take on Plumbing and Heating!

Lic. #12690

https://belmarplumbing.com
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TEAK  -  WICKER  -  POLY RESIN  -  ALUMINUM  -  UMBRELLAS  -  CANTILEVERS

Life’s Best Moments Spent Outdoors!
Fantastic Finds - Ultimate Savings

https://opdykefurniturenj.com
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Call: (732) 380-8012
Visit: jerseyshoreawning.com

607 Memorial Drive, Neptune

Whether you have had awnings for years and are looking 
for a change, or are just starting out, JERSEY SHORE AW-
NING would be happy to work with you. 

We proudly manufacture, install, and service patio cano-
pies, window awnings, flagpoles, flags, patio enclosures, 
grill covers, cushions, Bimini tops and boat covers, along 
with motorized awnings, screens, and retractables. We also 
specialize in commercial awnings and shade structures. 

JERSEY SHORE AWNING is the premier awning cleaning 
service in the area! Stop in or call for an estimate. Clean-
ing your awnings, cushions every few years can extend life 
exponentially. Now is the perfect time to clean for Spring!

Our promise to you is that we will be honest, fair, diligent, 
and reliable. Our expert staff works from our full service 
facility located close by in Neptune. With over 100 years 
combined experience along with youthful enthusiasm, you 
can count on us...
 

                                                      Guaranteed

Motorized Retractable Awnings
Maximum $500. 

Must be presented upon 
estimate. 3/16/23-4/28/2310% OFF

https://jerseyshoreawning.com
https://dianeturton.com
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Making Decisions on Lawn  
Maintenance Strategies

Maintaining your home landscape in an envi-
ronmentally and health conscious way can be a 
daunting task. Do you go DIY and make sure you 
know what is being applied to your property? Do 
you buy premixed products or is the cost savings 
of buying your own concentrates worth the trou-
ble of storing them in your garage or basement? 
Or do you hire a professional company with some 
flashy advertising at a competitive rate? And what 
do words like “organic” and “natural” really mean 
when it comes to your lawn and landscape plants?

All of these questions can be applied to your 
grass, your flower beds, and your trees and shrubs. 
We’re going to focus on your lawn and apply the 
lessons elsewhere when we can.

FERTILIZER
Good news! There are a variety of organic and 

naturally derived fertilizers on the market today 
that deliver excellent results. Most of these con-
tain varying levels of the three main ingredients 
of fertilizer:

Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P), and Potassium 
(K), as well as a variety of micronutrients that 
naturally occur in the fertilizer source (seaweed, 
compost, etc.). Inorganic fertilizers are blended to 
the specifications of the buyer (whether it’s an off 
the shelf brand or a professional applicator busi-
ness) to deliver consistent results and address 
the needs of your lawn at different points in the 
growing season.

Organic fertilizers generally require more ma-
terial to be applied than inorganic, and they can 
contain phosphorus, which can be helpful in cer-
tain situations, but is harmful to our waterways. 
If you choose to hire a professional, they may use 
a liquid fertilizer. Liquid fertilizers can be applied 
more accurately and are absorbed by the soil and 
plants immediately. They can also be injected di-
rectly into the root zone of trees and shrubs. This 
is the best way to make sure that fertilizer is not 
running off and polluting the bays and other bod-
ies of water in Coastal New Jersey.

WEED CONTROL
Weed control in your lawn is a two-phase op-

eration: first a preemergent needs to be applied 
in early spring to prevent crabgrass and other 
difficult weeds from appearing during the grow-
ing season. The only option for effective crabgrass 
prevention is a synthetic product, and once it has 
started to grow even a professional’s herbicide ar-
senal will struggle to control it. 

Controlling broadleaf annuals is the second 
phase of turf weed control. Throughout the grow-
ing season, plants like clover, and dandelions will 
appear in your lawn. Your options for these weeds 
range from letting them be (they are green, and 
what kid doesn’t like to blow on a dandelion seed 
head?) to hand pulling, to spraying. Iron chelate is 
considered a natural product and has been shown 
to be effective at controlling these weeds. It re-
quires repeat applications every 3-4 weeks and 
is applied as approximately a 10% spray solution. 

A conventional broadleaf weed control product 
is generally effective after the first application and 
is applied at about ½% solution. Both products re-
quire that you wait until the spray has dried before 
walking on the lawn. It’s difficult to make these 
comparisons without getting too into the weeds* 
with the chemistry. The most important thing to 
keep in mind is the best defense against weeds is 
a thick, healthy lawn. *Pun intended

INSECT CONTROL
Controlling grubs and other insects that can 

damage your lawn and landscape is best left to 
professionals. Both natural and synthetic products 
can be toxic if they are improperly handled. How-
ever, there are effective organic products that can 
be applied around your yard to repel mosquitoes 
and other insect pests. These are a blend of oils 
that will not kill insects but will last long enough 
to let you have a barbecue without being eaten 
alive.
When you’re considering your landscape main-
tenance this spring keep these ideas in mind 
to save money and feel good about how you’re 
keeping up your yard. If you have any questions 
email info@for-shore.com and we will be happy 
to help.

Call today for a consultation and estimate 800-821-2891

—  ADVERTORIAL  —

mailto:info@for-shore.com
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 Signs it’s time to renovate your home
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Homeowners renovate 
their homes for a variety 
of reasons. Renovations 
can increase the value 
of a property and make 
homes safer and more 
comfortable for their oc-
cupants. Improvements 
also can be made to stay 
current with the times 
or to give a home a new 
vibe.

Statista projects $510 
billion will be spent on 
home improvements in 
2024. The home improve-
ment market is generat-
ing significant revenue. 
In fact, nearly a quarter 
of Americans opting to 
renovate their homes 
will spend an average of 
$10,000 on their projects. 
According to a Home 
Stars Renovation report, 
8 percent of homeowners 
who have renovated have 

spent more than $20,000 
on a home improvement 
project.

Kitchens and bath-
rooms often get the most 
attention when it comes 
to home improvement. 
However, every room 
and space in a home may 
need a renovation at some 
point, and the following 
are fi ve signs it’s time to 
renovate.

 AGE
The National Associ-

ation of Home Builders 
states that 50 percent of 
U.S. homes are over the 
age of 40. That means 
that age alone could dic-
tate a need to renovate, 
particularly if some ma-
terials are original to the 
home. For example, as-
phalt roofs typically last 
25 to 30 years, while win-
dow frames can last 20 

to 50 years depending on 
how well they have been 
maintained.

 INCONVENIENT LAYOUT
Some homeowners 

scratch their heads when 
faced with awkward fl oor 
plan layouts. While one 
may live with the incon-
venience for some time, 
typically a floor plan 
that isn’t working for the 
homeowner is a major 
driver of renovations.

 OUTDATED LOOKS
A home can look dated 

even if it is a relatively re-
cent build. That’s because 
trends change quickly. 
For example, dark, cherry 
cabinets that were popu-
lar just a little while ago 
have now been replaced 
by lighter color palettes. 
Homeowners whose 
homes do not match the 

looks emulated in design 
magazines may consider 
a change, particularly if 
they’re planning to sell 
soon.

 DETERIORATION
Signs of water, storm or 

structural damage should 
be addressed as soon as 
possible. Any deteriora-
tion should be a strong 
indicator that it’s time to 
renovate.

 EFFICIENCY
Escalating utility bills 

could be indicative of an 
ine�  cient home. Home-
owners can conduct 
energy audits and then 
improve the areas where 
energy loss may be oc-
curring, such as windows, 
doors, siding, and insula-
tion.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Homeowners can renovate their homes when they see fi t, 
but various signs may warn that it’s time consider updating 
or remodeling a home. 

https://manasquan.bank
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High fired
porcelain serveware
with silver, gold and

bronze titanium finishes

Because
everyday is a gift

HOURS: Tuesday thru Friday 10-5:30 • Saturday 10-5
www.bouquetstoremember.com • Find us on Facebook

Sensational Drapery Designs by Ron Cantalupo, Interior Designer

The Orchards of Wall
2410 Hwy. 35
Manasquan, NJ 08736
732-840-5600
Katy@interiorviewsinc.com
www.interiorviewsnj.com

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

POWERVIEW MOTORIZATION  •  SHUTTERS  •  DESIGNER SCREEN SHADES  
 PROVENANCE WOVEN WOOD SHADES  •  SILHOUETTE WINDOW SHADINGS 

 CUSTOM DRAPERY, FABRICS & TRIMS  •  CUSTOM HARDWARE  •  CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

Schedule your FREE Consultation  with Ron Cantalupo

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

RON CANTALUPO 
Interior Designer

Sensational Drapery Designs By:

INTERIORVIEWSINC.COM 

732.840.5600

• POWERVIEW MOTORIZATION • SHUTTERS  
• DESIGNER SCREEN SHADES  

• PROVENANCE WOVEN WOOD SHADES  
• SILHOUETTE WINDOW SHADINGS 

• CUSTOM DRAPERY, FABRICS & TRIMS  
• CUSTOM HARDWARE • CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

The Orchards at Wall 
(NEXT TO PIER 1 IMPORTS) 

2410 Rt. 35, Manasquan, NJ 08736 
Proudly Serving Monmouth & Ocean Counties Since 1985

Schedule your FREE Consultation  
with Ron Cantalupo

Interior Views.qxp_Layout 1  10/14/19  12:30 PM  Page 2

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

EMAIL: INFO@SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM

732.681.1904
SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM

◆ LAWN AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

◆ LAWN MAINTENANCE

◆ LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

◆ ANNUAL AND SEASONAL FLOWER PLANTING

◆ FERTILIZATION AND PEST CONTROL PROGRAMS 

◆ ROUTINE TRIMMING, PRUNING AND SHEERING

◆ SPRING AND FALL CLEAN-UPS

◆ MULCH, DECORATIVE STONE, TOPSOIL, SOD

FREE ESTIMATES AND IN HOME CONSULTATIONS 
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

http://www.bouquetstoremember.com
mailto:Katy@interiorviewsinc.com
http://www.interiorviewsnj.com
mailto:INFO@SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM


 MARCH 16 & 17, 2023  STAR NEWS GROUP  PAGE  13WWW.STARNEWSGROUP.COM

1316 Sea Girt Avenue • Sea Girt, NJ 08750 
732-974-4001   modernhomefloors.com   email: floors@modernhomefloors.com

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  VINYL  •  TILE  •  LAMINATES

Sea Girt’s 3rd Generation Home Flooring Professionals
SALES  •  COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL

Specializing In: Area Rugs  •  Runners  •  Custom Design

Three features to focus on when designing an entertainment room
STAR NEWS GROUP

It might not take a 
home theater to enjoy the 
big game with friends or 
fire up family movie night, 
but a spacious entertain-
ment room can certainly 
enhance such experienc-
es. 

That’s especially true 
when homeowners give 
considerable thought to 
designing entertainment 
rooms. Film buffs and 
sports fans may have dif-
ferent notions of the ideal 
entertainment room, but 
the following are three 
design features that merit 
consideration by all look-
ing to upgrade their enter-
tainment spaces.

1. SCREEN
It’s easy to be over-

whelmed by the sheer 
abundance of options 
when choosing a screen 

for an entertainment 
room. Televisions have 
long been a go-to choice, 
but projector screens mer-
it consideration as well. If 
the room will be devoted 
exclusively to entertain-
ment, then a television or 
a fixed projector screen 
might be homeowners’ 
best bets. Fixed projector 
screens are installed on 
the wall and projectors 
are typically hung from 
the ceiling. Semi-fixed 
projector screens provide 
a similar viewing expe-
rience but can be pulled 
down or retracted when 
residents are not watch-
ing a movie. Semi-fixed 
can even be installed in 
front of a television so 
residents can stream a 
movie on the projector 
and then watch televi-
sion through a cable box 
when it isn’t movie night. 

Projectors often provide 
much bigger screens for 
a fraction of the cost of 
equally sized televisions. 
However, sports fans may 
prefer televisions, as live 
streaming sports has not 
yet caught up to stream-
ing movies and TV shows 
in terms of reliability or 
even availability. As a re-
sult, many sporting events 
remain available via ca-
ble television only, while 
even those that can be 
streamed tend to have a 
few hiccups during the 
game.

2. SOUND
Though televisions and 

projectors tend to come 
with built-in audio, the 
quality of that sound often 
leaves much to be desired. 
So homeowners will want 
to choose a sound sys-
tem that provides the-

ater-quality sound. If the 
room is being renovated 
from scratch, such as a 
full basement remodel, 
installing speakers in the 
ceiling can create a gen-
uine theater experience. 
Ceiling speakers also can 
be installed in existing 
rooms, though that will 
likely cost more and ex-
tend the time it takes to 

complete the project. Sur-
round sound is a must in 
any entertainment room. 
Homeowners worried 
about wires need not 
fret, as modern wireless 
surround sound systems 
are available at many dif-
ferent price points. Some 
systems are better suit-
ed to small rooms than 
others, so homeowners 

should measure the room 
and choose a system that 
best suits its dimensions.

3. SEATING
Whether you’re using 

the space to watch the big 
game or fire up the latest 
blockbuster (or both), 
chances are you’re going 
to be spending consider-
able time sitting in your 
new entertainment room. 
A modular sofa might be 
ideal, as it can be reconfig-
ured depending on what 
you’re watching and how 
many people are watching 
along with you. Comfort 
is indeed important, but 
you’ll also want seating 
that provides ample sup-
port so you aren’t battling 
any aches and pains once 
you leave the room. That 
support also can keep res-
idents and guests from 
dozing o�.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Everyone has their own ideas on what makes the ideal 
entertainment space. But sports fans, movie buffs and 
others can all agree that an entertainment room worthy of 
the big game or the latest blockbuster has a sizable screen, 
pristine sound and comfortable seats.  

mailto:floors@modernhomefloors.com
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Serving the Shore Since ’84

Specializing in Custom Window 
Fashions for your Home

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS

• Cellular, Woven & 
 Roman Shades

• Faux Wood Blinds

• Custom Window Treatments 
 & Bedding

• Designer & Workroom on site

•  Independent Designers 
 Welcomed

• Call for Current Rebates & Discount

WE OFFER 
Window Treatments and Shadings

 for every Budget

We feature a full line of
 

products
Luminette® 
Silhouette® 
EverWood® 

NewStyle® Shutters

1101 INDUSTRIAL PKWY BRICK 08724
HOURS: MON TO FRI 9AM - 4PM

www.Milltexhome.com

Call Today for an 
Appointment 732-840-3021

products

Like us on Facebook Follow us on Instagram

Open 7 Days • 649 Arnold Avenue • 732-295-9243
At the Intersection of Arnold & Bay Ave. in the ♥ of Point Pleasant Beach, NJ

www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com

Where Comfort Meets Style

615 Bay Avenue
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

www.taylorflooringnj.com
732-899-9797

Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl • Custom Area Rugs
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
WATERPROOF VINYL IN STOCK

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-5:30 • Saturday 10-5

REVAMP YOUR HOME
 for Spring!

2005

THE 
REAT AMERICAN PORCG H

Centrally located at 82 S Main Street in Ocean Grove

http://www.Milltexhome.com
http://www.taylorflooringnj.com
http://www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com
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Ki tchen  and  Ba th
Des ign  Cente r

NJHIC #13VH02287800

Modern Elegance 
designs are built 

around your  
lifestyle while 
creating the  

kitchen or bath  
of your dreams.  

From traditional to 
contemporary, we 
treat every kitchen

as custom.

COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH RENOVATIONS

  Monday-Friday 9:30 am-4:30 pm • Sat. & Sun. Closed

From concept to completion, 
we take pride in our unique 

designs and attention to detail and 
continue to exceed our customers’ 
expectations. Let Modern Elegance 

make your dreams come true!

117 TAYLOR AVENUE • MANASQUAN • 732-528-0110 
www.modernelegancekitchens.com 

Now 
Offering
Custom
Closets

Featuring Cabinetry

Design  |  Build  |  Maintain

ROCK BOTTOM LANDSCAPING & FENCING
LAWN CARE  |  OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES  |  LANDSCAPE DESIGN  |  COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL  |  PLANT INSTALLATION

& LANDSCAPE LIGHTING  |  DRIVEWAYS  |  OUTDOOR KITCHENS  |  STONE WORK  |  RETAINING WALLS 

MANASQUAN AND BELLE MEAD, NJ

732-873-6780

WWW.ROCKBOTTOMLANDSCAPING.NET

Beautifying Landscapes & 
Exceeding Customer 

Expectations for 
over 33 years!

528 Arnold Avenue
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ

732-892-5200

www.bainshardwarestores.com

1092 Ocean Avenue
Sea Bright, NJ 
732-530-9425

Painting Supplies • Electrical Supplies • Plumbing Supplies  
Garden Supplies • Beach Supplies • Screen Repair 

 Weber Grills • Telescope Chairs • Cleaning Supplies

10% OFF Coupon
Excluding Weber Grills & Telescope Chairs

Commercial & Residential House Accounts Available 

1301 Third Avenue*

Spring Lake, NJ
732-449-6404

* No Benjamin Moore at this Location

http://www.modernelegancekitchens.com
http://www.bainshardwarestores.com
https://rockbottomlandscaping.net
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SHORE HOME BUILDERS IS PROUD TO PRESENT ITS
NEW OFFICE AND STATE OF THE ART SHOWROOM

LOCATED AT 804 STATE RT 71, SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, NJ 08750

WE BUY HOMES AND LAND
Shore Home Builders Inc. is looking to buy land in 

Sea Girt and Spring Lake with NO Commission

We Pay Market Rate
Pay No Commission

Quick Closings
Call Anthony Garofalo at 908-492-2011 to have 

a free no obligation review of your property and 
create a plan to sell your home that works for you.

Sussex Avenue, Spring Lake, NJ 07762
Now is your chance to get an OVERSIZED 77’ x 150’ lot, 
designed, constructed and finished by one of the areas 
most prominent Builders. This is the deal you have been 
waiting for. Home is in the design stages, so now is the 

time to go under contract and build it the way you want. 
Designed for spacious living with all of the amenities you 
would expect in a Sea Girt home, such as all bedrooms 

are en-suite, gourmet kitchen with a 48” Wolf range, 
48” Subzero refrigerator, Subzero Ice maker, Quartzite 

countertops, Mousser kitchen cabinets. Custom trim detail 
throughout, all baths have frame-less 1/2” glass shower doors, 

home automation package, designed for a home gym, movie 
theatre, heated salt water gunite pool, 24K Generac generator, 

outdoor cabana for entertaining, fire-pit, etc. 

Offered at $5,499,000

For more information, please contact Anthony Garofalo
office: 732-449-0200  •  cell: 908-492-2011

The office was designed to serve our clients 
in our showroom, with a Design Center that 
displays all of the latest technologies including 
Control 4 Home Automation package, 
automated blinds, heated floors, upgraded trim 
and tile packages, including an onscreen display 
of all types of finish pallets for your review.

Walk-ins are welcome or 
to make an appointment to 
meet with Anthony Garofalo, 
call 732-449-1500.

207 Chicago Blvd., Sea Girt, NJ 08750
STUNNING, CLASSIC SEA GIRT CUSTOM HOME ON 

A 70 X 150 LOT. The location is pristine, just 2 short blocks from 
the beach and the SeaGirt Pavilion. Enjoy the ocean breeze, 

sunrise and sunset from this extremely well designed home. 
The Buyer still has time to customize to their specific needs. 
Featuring a chef’s kitchen, pantry with wet bar and many 

dining options for your guests, both indoor and outdoor. The 
Mud room with built-in cabinets and benches also serves as 

a second laundry room. A Full finished basement with a 
bedroom and full bath, movie theater, bar, wine cellar and 
Gym are great for guests and entertaining. The outdoors has 

a large separate saltwater gunite heated pool, 3’ x 5’ 
warming trends fire pit, and an outdoor kitchen and bar. 

Generator, Sprinkler system and more.

Offered at $6,499,000

For more information, please contact Anthony Garofalo
office: 732-449-0200  •  cell: 908-492-2011

10
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | 600 Washington Blvd. | Sea Girt, NJ 08750

“Your New Home Building Expert”

207 Chicago Boulevard, Sea Girt, NJ

Anthony Garofalo
Sales Associate
Office: 732-449-0200
Cell: 908-492-2011
www.shorehomebuildersinc.com

STUNNING, CLASSIC SEA GIRT CUSTOM HOME ON 
A 70 X 150 LOT. The location is pristine, just 2 short 

blocks from the beach and the SeaGirt Pavilion. Enjoy the 
ocean breeze, sunrise and sunset from this extremely well 
designed home. The Buyer still has time to customize to 
their specific needs. Featuring a chef’s kitchen, pantry 
with wet bar and many dining options for your guests, 
both indoor and outdoor. The Mud room with built-in 
cabinets and benches also serves as a second laundry 

room. A Full finished basement with a bedroom and full 
bath, movie theater, bar, wine cellar and Gym are great 
for guests and entertaining. The outdoors has a large 

separate saltwater gunite heated pool , 3’ x 5’ warming 
trends fire pit, and an outdoor kitchen and bar. 

Generator, Sprinkler system and more.
Offered at $5,999,000.

TEXT: T40557003 to 81035 
for more photos & information.

602 Beacon Boulevard, Sea Girt, NJ

Now is your chance to get an OVERSIZED 77’ x 150’ lot, 
designed, constructed and finished by one of the areas 
most prominent Builders. This is the deal you have been 
waiting for. Home is in the design stages, so now is the 

time to go under contract and build it the way you want. 
Designed for spacious living with all of the amenities you 
would expect in a Sea Girt home, such as all bedrooms 
are en-suite, gourmet kitchen with a 48’’ Wolf range, 

48’’ Subzero refrigerator, Subzero Ice maker, Quartzite 
countertops, Mousser kitchen cabinets. Custom trim 

detail throughout, all baths have frame-less 1/2’’ glass 
shower doors, home automation package, designed for a 
home gym, movie theatre, heated salt water gunite pool, 

24K Generac generator, outdoor cabana 
for entertaining, fire-pit, etc. 
TEXT: T40536085 to 81035 

for more photos & information.

10
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | 600 Washington Blvd. | Sea Girt, NJ 08750

“Your New Home Building Expert”

207 Chicago Boulevard, Sea Girt, NJ

Anthony Garofalo
Sales Associate
Office: 732-449-0200
Cell: 908-492-2011
www.shorehomebuildersinc.com

STUNNING, CLASSIC SEA GIRT CUSTOM HOME ON 
A 70 X 150 LOT. The location is pristine, just 2 short 

blocks from the beach and the SeaGirt Pavilion. Enjoy the 
ocean breeze, sunrise and sunset from this extremely well 
designed home. The Buyer still has time to customize to 
their specific needs. Featuring a chef’s kitchen, pantry 
with wet bar and many dining options for your guests, 
both indoor and outdoor. The Mud room with built-in 
cabinets and benches also serves as a second laundry 

room. A Full finished basement with a bedroom and full 
bath, movie theater, bar, wine cellar and Gym are great 
for guests and entertaining. The outdoors has a large 

separate saltwater gunite heated pool , 3’ x 5’ warming 
trends fire pit, and an outdoor kitchen and bar. 

Generator, Sprinkler system and more.
Offered at $5,999,000.

TEXT: T40557003 to 81035 
for more photos & information.

602 Beacon Boulevard, Sea Girt, NJ

Now is your chance to get an OVERSIZED 77’ x 150’ lot, 
designed, constructed and finished by one of the areas 
most prominent Builders. This is the deal you have been 
waiting for. Home is in the design stages, so now is the 

time to go under contract and build it the way you want. 
Designed for spacious living with all of the amenities you 
would expect in a Sea Girt home, such as all bedrooms 
are en-suite, gourmet kitchen with a 48’’ Wolf range, 

48’’ Subzero refrigerator, Subzero Ice maker, Quartzite 
countertops, Mousser kitchen cabinets. Custom trim 

detail throughout, all baths have frame-less 1/2’’ glass 
shower doors, home automation package, designed for a 
home gym, movie theatre, heated salt water gunite pool, 

24K Generac generator, outdoor cabana 
for entertaining, fire-pit, etc. 
TEXT: T40536085 to 81035 

for more photos & information.

http://www.shorehomebuildersinc.com
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Give your home a new look with these shutter styles
STAR NEWS GROUP

Homeowners have 
many options at their 
disposal if they want to 
improve their homes. 
A focus on the exterior 
can be a promising and 
rewarding way to direct 
renovation dollars. 

Curb appeal has a sig-
nificant impact on how 
a home is viewed. Mani-
cured landscapes, updat-
ed windows and doors 
and well-lit landscapes 
can improve the value 
of a home and ensure it 
sells quickly and above 
market rate.

When homeowners as-
sess items they may want 
to change, shutters can 
be an area of consider-
ation. Shutters can help 
windows look a little less 
plain. In most modern 
residential properties, 

shutters are purely dec-
orative. However, their 
roots lie in home protec-
tion. Originally, shutters 
were used in lieu of win-
dows so they were the 
only way to safeguard a 
home’s interior from the 
elements. Some shutters 
still o er that protection, 
but those typically are in-
stalled on homes in hur-
ricane-prone areas.

Window shutters lend 
a finished and distinctive 
look to a home. When 
shopping for shutters, 
individuals can choose 
among various styles. 

LOUVERED
A louvered shutter fea-

tures several wood slats 
that overlap each other 
on the same frame. A 
typical louvered shutter 
features two sets of slats 

separated by a center 
rail. Some functional lou-
vered shutters are opera-
tional, meaning the slats 
can be tilted to allow 
air to flow through. But 
this is something typi-
cally reserved for indoor 
shutters. Decorative ones 
have fixed slats.

PANEL
Panel shutters come in 

different styles. Raised 
panel shutters present 
a boxed design where 
rectangular features will 
stand out from the rest 
of the frame. Flat panel 
shutters (sometimes re-
ferred to as shaker) have 
the boxed design, but 
those rectangles are not 
raised. Recessed panels 
are the opposite of raised 
panels. As their name 
suggests, recessed panels 

are set back from the rest 
of the frame.

BOARD AND BATTEN
Board and batten shut-

ters are formed from 
grouped single boards 
joined together with 
shorter crosspieces of 
wood called battens. Bat-
tens are positioned hor-
izontally or at an angle. 
These shutters have a 
more informal, rural feel.

BAHAMA/BERMUDA
These tropical-in-

spired shutters are of 
the louvered variety, but 
they’re installed from the 
top of the window rather 
than on the sides.

SCANDINAVIAN
Scandinavian series 

shutters are very deco-
rative board and batten 

shutters. They feature a 
series of cutouts and de-
signs.

COMBINATION
Some shutters offer 

the best of both worlds, 
with louvered on top 
and a solid panel on the 
bottom, or vice versa. 
This gives homeowners 
infinite options. Shutters 
are available in various 
materials. The most com-
mon include wood, vinyl 
and composite. Cedar, 
mahogany and pine are 
commonly used woods 
for exterior shutters. Vi-
nyl is more economical 
and lightweight, but they 
can be challenging to 
clean and do not o er the 
longevity of other mate-
rials. Composite shutters 
are durable and cost less 
than wood in most cases. 

COURTESY OF 
METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Color is a consideration 
when replacing shutters. 
Shutters can stand out or 
blend in with the siding and 
other architectural accents. 
Shutters also can flank a 
front door to fully complete 
an exterior look.

https://hoffmantankremoval.com
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126 Main Street, Manasquan 
732-223-6114

Let Manasquan Lighting get
your home ready for spring!

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm

manasquanlighting.com

Come in and see our 
huge selection of 

OUTDOOR &
LANDSCAPE

LIGHTING

Large selection of 
PADDLE FANS
We offer custom

landscape lighting
layout and consultation

Largest selection of lamp shades at the shore

The Best in lamp repairs and refurbishing

732-892-TILE (8453)
www.bricktilestone.com

Visit our tile showroom:
2104 Route 88, Brick, New Jersey

Kitchen Cabinets
Granite & Quartz Countertops

Showroom Hours:

Monday: 9 am - 5 pm | Tuesday: 9 am - 5 pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm
Friday: 9am - 6pm | Saturday: 9 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday

Design – Innovation
Experience

Quality – Value

Mouser Cabinetry
Kith Kitchens

Kemper
NatureKast
NY Vanity 

Koch Cabinets

800 Main St - Suite 106 • Belmar NJ 07719
phone: 732-359-8430

www.coastalkitchensnj.com 

For your complete cabinetry needs

Loretta Mooring
Stacey Sexton
Melissa Morris

We Offer Free
In-Home Design 

Consultation

Call Today For An 
Appointment!

Over
10 Years in Business!

http://www.bricktilestone.com
http://www.coastalkitchensnj.com
https://manasquanlighting.com
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MODULAR HOMES
FACTORY DIRECT

AWESOME SAVINGS
732-255-4160

FDMH.COM

WITH OUR GUIDANCE
MANAGE • FINANCE • COMPLETE

YOUR NEW HOME PROJECT

WITH OUR GUIDANCEWITH OUR GUIDANCE
MANAGE • FINANCE • COMPLETEMANAGE • FINANCE • COMPLETE

$149

HOME DELIVERED - SET - COMPLETED

MODULAR HOME DIY WITH OUR GUIDANCE
ENGINEER AND ARCHITECTS • PERMIT FAST EXPEDITION

DEMO, PILING AND FOUNDATION CONTRACTORS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR / FINISHING CONTRACTORS

MODULAR HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE TO
NY • CT • PA • DE • MD • VA • MA • RI

STARTING AT $110 PER SQ. FT.
CALL 1-877-233-3133

Modular Homes
Factory Direct

    STARTING @                           PER SQ. FT.

30 YEARS
SAVE THOUSANDS

IN JERSEY
DIY NEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

Let the outside in with 
all-season rooms

STAR NEWS GROUP

Many homeowners ex-
press interest in creating 
fewer barriers between 
the interior and exteri-
or of their homes. Some 
may have backyards built 
for entertaining and want 
to facilitate the transition 
between the inside of the 
residence and the out-
side when guests arrive. 
In other instances, homes 
may back to a nature pre-
serve that homeowners 
want to enjoy more read-
ily. Whatever the reason 
for bringing the outside 
in, all-season rooms can 
serve as a welcoming 
bridge between indoor 
and outdoor spaces.

WHAT IS AN 
ALL-SEASON ROOM?

Also known as a 
four-season room, all-sea-
son rooms are specially 
engineered spaces that 
provide a connection 
to the outdoors no mat-
ter the season. They are 
like sunrooms, but cli-
mate-controlled so that 
they will be comfortable 
throughout winter, spring, 
summer, and fall.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A THREE-SEASON 
ROOM AND AN ALL-SEASON 

ROOM?
The biggest di�erence 

between these two spaces 
is the level of usage and 
the capacity of the room 
to be heated and cooled. 
Individuals who reside 
in climates with moder-
ate year-round tempera-
tures may get by with a 
three-season room. How-
ever, those who experi-
ence all four seasons may 
need a more insulated 
space to make the room 

usable throughout the 
year.

FEATURES OF 
ALL-SEASON ROOMS

One of the more nota-
ble features of an all-sea-
son room is an abundance 
of windows, which allow 
plenty of natural light 
to shine in. All-season 
rooms also can feature 
creature comforts like a 
reading nook, outdoor 
kitchen spaces and televi-
sions. Retractable screens 
can be installed when pri-
vacy or shade is desired.

MAINTAINING A 
COMFORTABLE 
TEMPERATURE 

All-season rooms can 
be built with adequate 
thermal insulation and en-
ergy-saving features. In-
sulation will be installed 
in the walls and roof, and 
homeowners may have 
a choice of window rat-
ings for e�ciency. Some 
all-season rooms are 
specially equipped with 
HVAC systems that may 

or may not be tied in to 
the home’s general heat-
ing and cooling system. 
Some people use portable 
heaters or air conditioners 
to control the tempera-
ture in all-season rooms. 
It’s best to speak with an 
all-season room contrac-
tor to identify heating and 
cooling needs.

HOW MUCH DOES AN ALL-
SEASON ROOM COST?

Prices vary by region 
and are contingent on 
the features homeown-
ers desire. According 
to the outdoor resource 
Garden Center Care, a 
three-season room can 
cost anywhere from 
$8,000 to $50,000 to build. 
A four-season room can 
cost $20,000 to $80,000 
to add. If there is an ex-
isting three-season room, 
it may be more a�ordable 
to upgrade the space into 
an all-season room, but an 
architect and contractor 
should inspect the space 
to determine the scope of 
the project.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

All-season rooms can be an ideal addition to a property, 
providing extra space for entertaining or lounging and a 
connection to the outdoors.
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Why settle for builder 
grade windows?

When you can upgrade to Marvin Windows and 

Doors. You’l l  be surprised at the value. Do 

yourself a favor, make the comparison today 

and you’l l  thank yourself tomorrow. 

NEW JERSEY’S LEADING DEALER OF 

 MARVIN WINDOWS AND DOORS

M e m b e r  o f  A s b u r y  P a r k  U E Z  R e d u c e d  S a l e s  T a x  P r o g r a m

913 Asbury Avenue
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

aamwindows.com
8 8 8 . 9 6 3 . 9 1 3 0

A r c h i t e c t :  M  B  H e a r n  A r c h i t e c t u r e
B u i l d e r :  N o r t h E n d  B u i l d e r s
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Why settle for
builder grade 

windows?
When you can upgrade to 

Marvin Windows and Doors. You’ll be 
surprised at the value. Do yourself a favor, 

make the comparison today and you’ll 
thank yourself tomorrow.

Fireplace trends help create 
attractive, comfortable rooms

STAR NEWS GROUP

Fireplaces are useful 
features in a home. Fire-
places are sources of am-
bient heat and also add 
style to indoor spaces. 

Fireplaces can com-
plement just about any 
interior style. Fireplaces 
can be traditional and 
burn wood or connect 
to a home’s natural gas 
supply for on-demand 
ambiance. What’s more, 
fireplaces may come in 
vented or ventless variet-
ies, depending on home-
owners’ preferences and 
what is allowed by com-
munity building codes. 
That means a chimney or 
flue may not be needed 
— expanding the list of 
rooms where a fireplace 
can be installed.

Certain trends have 
emerged among fireplace 
fans in recent years. 
Here’s a look at what’s 
getting consumers fired 
up about these home de-
cor elements.

MINIMALIST STYLE 
Many fireplaces are 

designed in neutral col-
ors with minimal trim 
that directs focus on the 
fire and not the appli-
ance. When the fireplace 
is not in use, it blends in 
with surroundings and 
will not compete for at-
tention with other design 
elements.

CONVERTIBLE 
FIREPLACES 

Homeowners  can 
choose between open or 
sealed fireplaces. A con-
vertible fireplace enables 
homeowners to have the 
best features of these op-
tions. A convertible fire-
place can be converted 
to wood from gas, or the 
opposite, in as little as 30 
minutes.

NATURE-INSPIRED 
MATERIALS 

Natural stone con-
tinues to be a material 
of choice in fireplace 
surrounds. Light colors 

work well for a fireplace, 
and also fit with today’s 
lighter color interior de-
sign preferences. Natural 
stone also works perfect-
ly with both contempo-
rary and rustic decor.

VINTAGE 
FIREPLACES

Vintage continues to be 
a buzzword in 2022, and 
the choice to go vintage 
also applies to fireplace 
styles. A room decorated 
in vintage elements can 
be complemented with a 
vintage fireplace or one 
designed to look vintage.

INTEGRATE INTO 
WALL DECOR 

Fireplaces that are 
built right into a wall 
save space. One can have 
a television and a fire-
place on the same wall. 
These types of fireplac-
es work well in modern 
home designs. Other fire-
places may be built into 
bookshelves or other 
wall features.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Fireplaces can improve the appeal of a home. Various trends are popular this year, making 
fireplaces highly coveted features. 
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Belmar Window Shop
703 Main St. 
Belmar, NJ

M-F: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

(732) 681-4900
www.belmarwindowshop.com

Beautifully Transform
Sunlight into Your Home

with 
Hunter Douglas 

Shades and Shutters

Beautifully Transform
Sunlight into Your Home

with 
Hunter Douglas 

Shades and Shutters

Belmar Window Shop
703 Main Street

Belmar, NJ

Monday-Saturday
10:00am-5:00pm

Sunday: By Appointment Only

(732) 681-4900
www.belmarwindowshop.com

Come experience our new 
gallery showroom displays

NO CONTRACTS

GUTTER CLEANING • WINDOW CLEANING • SIDING CLEANING • PAVER CLEANING 
SOFTWASH • PRESSURE WASHING • LOW PRESSURE ROOF WASHING

732-449-1122
THECOASTALCLEANINGCREW.COM

SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, NJ

http://www.belmarwindowshop.com
http://www.belmarwindowshop.com
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https://idealtilefabrications.com
https://barlowflowerfarm.com
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• Lawn Care Programs • Fertilizer & Weed Control  
• Insect Control • Flea & Tick Treatments 
• Lime & Aeration • Grub Control  
• Dethatching & Slice Seeding 
• Vegetation Control for Rock & Stone Areas
State NJ DEP Business Lic# 94393A • Appl. Lic# 63932A

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE on any of our services

 732-840-4095

• Sprinkler System Installations • Renovations and  
  Additions to Existing Systems • Maintenance Programs 
• Backflow Inspections & Certification  
• Pump & Well Installation & Service
Certified Irrigation Cont. #537121 and #17261 

Backflow inspector #10765

Sales@TotalTurfInc.com Sales@MichaelJGilmoreInc.com

Michael J. Gilmore Inc. t/a

36 Years Family Owned and Operated

How to create more privacy on your property
STAR NEWS GROUP

An inviting backyard 
can serve as a welcome 
retreat from the hustle 
and bustle of daily life. 
After a long day at the of-
fice or an exhausting day 
spent transporting kids to 
and fro, it’s hard to resist 
the allure of a peaceful 
outdoor space in which to 
unwind.

Privacy is a key com-
ponent of any backyard 
oasis. Some homes may 
be so remote that privacy 
isn’t an issue. But many 
suburban homeowners 
recognize they might need 
to tweak their landscapes 
if they hope to create a 
private oasis outside. 

FENCING OR PLANTING?
Most homeowners 

looking to create more 
privacy on their property 
will have to choose be-

tween fencing and plant-
ing. Fencing provides 
immediate privacy be-
cause, once it’s installed, 
no one can see into the 
yard. Fencing also doesn’t 
require watering or other 
immediate upkeep, which 
will be necessary when 
planting to ensure tree 
roots can establish them-
selves. 

But planting has its 
benefits as well. Planting 
for privacy is essential-
ly creating a living fence 
that can grow over time 
and provide even more 
privacy as trees reach ma-
turity. Plants also tend to 
be less costly than fenc-
ing. The home renova-
tion experts at BobVila.
com estimate that fencing 
projects typically cost be-
tween $1,667 and $4,075. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Whether it’s fencing or planting, homeowners have many options to consider as they seek to create more privacy on their 
properties.SEE PRIVACY PAGE 25

mailto:Sales@TotalTurfInc.com
mailto:Sales@MichaelJGilmoreInc.com
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• Hardwood Sanding and Refi nishing
• Natural Products: Wool, Sisal, Jute
• Nylon, Smartstrand, Polyester

• Custom Area Rugs and Runners
• Carpet Restretching
• Repairs to Carpet & Wood

Quality Flooring & Services

732.255.6900
carpetcastleinc.com

Your Shop at Home Flooring Consultants

OCEAN HARDWARE

149 Mantoloking Road, Brick Township
(Right over the Mantoloking Bridge)

732-714-5770
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm; Sat 8am-5pm; Sun 9am-4pm

OCEAN HARDWARE
FAMILY OWNED

We Carry Only The Best Brands

Full Line of Hardware, Gardening,
Outdoor Cooking, Boating & Marine

Supplies for Your Springtime Projects

GRASS SEED ORGANIC GARDENING

GRILLS

However, fencing proj-
ects can cost considerably 
more than $4,000, espe-
cially for homeowners 
with large properties they 
want to enclose. Large, 
mature trees can be ex-
pensive, though it’s unlike-
ly they will cost as much as 
fencing. In addition, fenc-
ing requires more mainte-
nance and will potentially 
need to be replaced, while 
native trees won’t require 
much upkeep and can last 
for generations.

PLANTING
Homeowners who 

choose to plant for priva-
cy will next have to decide 
which type of plants to add 
to their properties. Ever-
greens provide year-round 
privacy because they don’t 
shed their leaves, so these 
are the ones most often 
chosen when creating a 
living fence. A number 

of varieties of evergreen 
trees can do the job, but 
it’s important that home-
owners consult with a 
landscape architect prior 
to choosing trees so they 
can ensure the trees will 
thrive when faced with 
the growing conditions on 
their properties. During 
such a consultation, home-
owners may discuss the 
following popular privacy 
trees.

Leyland cypress: The 
Arbor Day Foundation® 
[ADF] notes that the Ley-
land cypress is popular 
for hedges and boundar-
ies, likely because a typi-
cal tree reaches a mature 
height of 60’-70’ and can 
spread as wide as 25’. The 
Leyland cypress grows 
fast, which may appeal to 
homeowners who don’t 
want to wait to establish 
privacy.

Green Giant Arborvitae: 
There are di�erent variet-
ies of the arborvitae, but 
the Green Giant tends to 

be the go-to option for pri-
vacy. The ADF notes that 
Green Giants will grow 
up to three feet per year 
until they reach maturity, 
providing a fast-growing 
option for privacy plant-
ers. The Green Giant can 
spread as wide as 20 feet at 
maturity, which is another 
attribute that makes it so 
popular among homeown-
ers desiring privacy.

Eastern White Pine: The 
ADF notes that the east-
ern white pine, which can 
reach heights as high as 80 
feet, is favored in spacious 
yards. That’s likely due to 
its height and its potential 
spread, which can reach 
40 feet. Homeowners who 
choose the eastern white 
pine might like it for its re-
semblance to a Christmas 
tree, and in fact it is wide-
ly used for that purpose. 
The privacy provided by 
the eastern white pine is 
significant, but it might be 
best suited to especially 
large properties.

Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
www.TridentAbstract.com

732-431-3134
1340-A Campus Parkway, Wall Township

Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
 Are you purchasing or refinancing a home? Did you know 

all Title Insurance Agencies charge the same price?

Tell your Attorney or Lender to go with the BEST!
Trident is one of the largest title insurance agents in New Jersey - family owned
and operated for over forty years. We offer a full array of title insurance services.

And Trident is your hometown agency, with an office in Wall Township.
Our staff includes 30 licensed title professionals to assist in every step of your closing.

For attorneys, Trident offers a paralegal service designed to streamline your real estate practice.  

Visit Chris Carton, Derrick Scenna
and staff at

PRIVACY
FROM PAGE 24

http://www.TridentAbstract.com
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Springtime 
Means Home Improvements

Carlson’s Glass 
& Mirror Co.

Featuring:
• Standard & Custom Mirrors & Shower 
 Doors for Bath
• Insulated Glass Replacement
 Residential • Commercial
• Custom Cut Glass for 
 Do-It-Yourselfers

• Glass Table Tops & Shelving 
• Storm Doors 
• Storm Window & Screen Replacement Repairs
• Vinyl Replacement Windows
 Window • Safety • Plate Glass

15% OFF 
Rescreening 

(Done in Shop)
With This Coupon • Expires 4-30-23

Over 25 Years Professional Experience • Free Estimates

305 Union Ave. (Rt. 71), Brielle, NJ
732-223-8050 • 1-800-81-GLASS 
COME VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM

Visit our website: www.carlsonsglass.com

15% OFF 
Any Tabletops

(Done in Shop)
With This Coupon • Expires 4-30-23

has everything  
under one roof!

2408 Route 34N, Manasquan • 732-223-6662

Plantation Shutters
Custom Drapery
Screen Shades
Woven Romans

Motorization

asapblinds.com
Open camera or QR  reader 
in device to scan and see

The Jersey Shore’s Largest 
Collection of  

Custom Window Treatments

Wall Lawnmower

SERVICE
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

1717 Hwy 71, Belmar

848-404-9188
walllawnmowerrepair@yahoo.com

walllawnmowerservice.com

“We Fix What
You Can’t!”

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY  

AVAILABLE

http://www.carlsonsglass.com
mailto:walllawnmowerrepair@yahoo.com
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Your local source for
beautiful tile and stone.

Please visit us today!

2418 Rt. 35, Manasquan, NJ 08736
Phone: 732-359-8418 • WayneTile.com

Simple landscaping strategies that can transform a home’s exterior
STAR NEWS GROUP

The interior of a home 
may be where home-
owners and their fami-
lies spend the majority 
of their time, and there’s 
no denying that a well-
planned interior goes a 
long way toward making 
a house a home. Howev-
er, the exterior of a home, 
including its landscaping, 
can serve as a source of 
pride and catch the eye of 
prospective buyers when 
the home hits the market.

It’s easy to walk past a 
home with an eye-catch-
ing exterior and assume 
the homeowner has a 
green thumb or has spent 
lots of time and money 
working on the landscap-
ing. Though that may be 
true, oftentimes it’s the 
simplest strategies that 
make all the difference. 
Homeowners can keep 

these strategies in mind 
as they look to trans-
form the exterior of their 
homes.

DRESS UP THE WALKWAY
A longer walkway can 

give guests a strong first 
impression of a home 
and won’t break the bank. 
Create new planting beds 
and plant bright plants 
and flowers along each 
side of the walkway. If 
it’s necessary and with-
in budget, lengthen the 
walkway to create the 
feel of a more grandiose 
entryway.

MAKE THINGS MORE 
SYMMETRICAL 

A messy landscape 
can give a poor first im-
pression, even if the area 
features some beautiful 
plants. In such instanc-
es, a little e�ort to make 
things more symmetrical, 

with equal parts grass 
and vegetation, can cre-
ate a cleaner, more invit-
ing look.

MULCH YOUR FLOWER 
AND TREE BEDS 

Mulch is a relatively 
inexpensive but effec-
tive way to add aesthetic 
appeal to a landscape. 
Freshly mulched beds be-
neath trees and flowers 
creates a clean and orga-
nized look, and the mulch 
also serves a practical 
purpose, as it reduces 
weed growth and helps 
the soil retain moisture 
so plants stay healthy and 
look better throughout 
the warmer months when 
rainfall may not be steady 
or significant.

PLANT SHADE TREES 
Shade trees can be 

especially useful when 
selling a home. The 

shade provided by trees 
can shield grass from 
blistering summer sun, 
potentially helping it 
stay green. A lush green 
lawn appeals to buyers 
and gives the impression 
the home has been well 
maintained. In addition, 
shade trees can be used 
to create the look of a 

backyard oasis. A well-
placed bench beneath 
a large shade tree can 
entice buyers who want 
a relaxing spot to enjoy 
warm summer days out-
doors without getting a 
sunburn. 

CONSIDER MAINTENANCE
The more exotic an 

exterior landscape is, the 
more maintenance it’s 
likely to require. Lawn 
and garden enthusiasts 
may not be turned o� by 
landscape features that 
require steady mainte-
nance, but homeowners 
who don’t have much 
time for such work 
should keep things sim-
ple. A poorly maintained 
landscape, even if it in-
cludes exotic plants and 
elaborate designs, will 
adversely a�ect curb ap-
peal. Another feather in 
the cap of low-mainte-
nance landscape features 
is they could prove more 
appealing to prospective 
buyers, who may view 
elaborate, exotic land-
scaping as a lot of extra 
work they won’t want to 
do.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Some simple landscaping strategies can help homeowners 
transform their home exteriors without requiring a signifi-
cant investment of time or money.

https://waynetile.com
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732-494-8670    GSDesignCenter.com

86 Route 35 (Morris Ave.), Neptune City

TILE • FLOORING
VANITIES • TUBS
COUNTERTOPS

CABINETS
FAUCETS • TOILETS

10% Off
New

Customers*
*Not to be combined 

with other offers.
Must present/mention 

CS/OS coupon.
Exp. 4-30-23

EMERGENCY INSTALLATIONS

ATLANTICHEATING &
COOLING, INC.

Complete Heating
and Air System
$6,875 installed

100,000 BTU 80% Efficient Furnace
3 Ton A/C System

www.Atlantichvacstore.com

CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS IN BUSINESS

TOLL
FREE 1-866-724-8333 • 732-241-3414

Master HVACR Lic. #19Hc00080600

$65 Heating Check Up

UV Virus Elimination System Available

How to handle a 
lengthy renovation

STAR NEWS GROUP

A passion for home 
renovations have been 
reignited over the past 
couple of years, as peo-
ple have spent more time 
at home than usual.

According to the 10th 
annual Houzz & Home 
survey of more than 
70,000 respondents in 
the United States, high-
er-budget projects cost 
around $85,000 or more 
in 2020, compared with 
$80,000 in the two years 
prior. 

Kitchen projects were 
the most popular among 
renovating homeowners.

Homeowners embark-
ing on home renovation 
projects understand that 
a certain measure of up-
heaval is to be expected, 
but some may not ful-
ly anticipate the impact 
that renovations have on 
daily life. The following 
are some tips for making 
it through a lengthy ren-
ovation.

DISCUSS THE TIMELINE 
WITH CONTRACTORS

It may be easier to 
make a plan for how 
much life will be disrupt-
ed if you have an idea of 

how long the renovation 
will be (if everything 
goes according to plan). 
Sit down with contrac-
tors and have them spell 
out the minutiae of the 
project so you’ll be able 
to anticipate what’s going 
on day-to-day.

START AT THE RIGHT TIME 
Some contractors may 

say they can fit your proj-
ect into their schedules 
in between other jobs. 
While this may seem 
convenient and timely, 
your work may be put 
on hold if there are de-
lays with the other job 
or jobs. Instead, it may 
be better to hold o� un-
til the contractors can 
devote the bulk of their 
attention to your renova-
tion.

RECREATE COMMONLY USED 
SPACES ELSEWHERE 

A kitchen or a bath-
room remodel often re-
quires giving up spaces 
that are used throughout 
a typical day. Unless you 
have a spare full bath-
room or kitchen, you’ll 
need to make due. Set 
a microwave, tabletop 
electric burner and a cof-

fee pot on a folding table 
in the garage or utility 
room. Rent or purchase a 
small refrigerator where 
you can store a few ne-
cessities. Ask your con-
tractor to set up a make-
shift outdoor shower so 
you have a place to get 
clean when the bathroom 
is under construction.

PACK UP 
AND COVER 

Remodeling one room 
may cause a trickle down 
effect on other areas. 
Dust from drywall sand-
ing can infiltrate many 
rooms in the home. Pack 
and label boxes with 
items not immediately 
needed and store them in 
another area. Cover most 
things so a film of dust 
won’t form on them.

ADJUST YOUR 
SCHEDULE 

Sleeping in will be a 
thing of the past for the 
duration of the renova-
tion, as may be working 
from a home o�ce. Try 
to get out of the work 
zone as much as possi-
ble for new scenery and 
respites from the noises 
and smells.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Renovations can disrupt life, but often are well worth the sacrifices homeowners must 
make to see them through to completion. 

http://www.Atlantichvacstore.com
https://gsdesigncenter.com
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MULCH
TOPSOIL
PAVERS
STONE

Now Selling Allan Block Products

732-449-4818

MULCH 
MADNESS!

Because you 
can be the envy 
of your block — 

Experience
Spring 

SAVE
THE…
MULCH!  

Floors Floors Floors NJ

• No high pressure sales    
• Fully Insured
• Free estimates
• Free premium padding
• Quality Installation. 
• Brand Name Products

• Expert Design Consultants.
• Over 4000 styles, colors and 
   patterns, to choose from.  
• Our worry free warranty policy  
   will put you at ease.

Convenient and Professional Shop at Home Service
CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL • SAND & FINISH 

NJHIC# 13HV08368300

Call for a Free Estimate
tel  844 4 Floorz

       (844 435 6679)

See your home in a whole new light...let our experts help guide you through all the possibilities...

$350 OFF 
Any installed Hardwood, 
Luxury Vinyl, or Laminate

minimum 600/sf
Coupon may not to be combined with any other offers or third 

party discounts. Coupon must be presented at time of sale.
Cannot be presented at time of installation. Exp 4/15/23

$200 OFF 
ANY INSTALLED CARPET

minimum 800/sf
Coupon may not to be combined with any other offers or third 

party discounts. Coupon must be presented at time of sale.
Cannot be presented at time of installation. Exp 4/15/23

Spring is the best time 
to update your home with 
new carpet and flooring!

Spring cleaning pointers
STAR NEWS GROUP

Spring is a season of 
renewal. When the flow-
ers are blooming and the 
trees are budding and 
the weather is pleasantly 
warm, people often feel 
inspired to make chang-
es around their homes. 
Work may begin with 
culling belongings and 
organizing essentials.

There is debate regard-
ing where the practice of 
“spring cleaning” origi-
nated. Some researchers 
link it to certain religious 
groups. It has long been 
an ancient Jewish cus-
tom to thoroughly clean 
a house in preparation 
for the springtime feast 
of Passover. The house 
is scoured to remove 
any yeast bread, or cha-
metz, from the home. 
Similarly, members of 
the Greek Orthodox 
church celebrate “Clean 
Week,” which is a week 
of cleaning before Lent. 
In Iranian culture, fami-
lies spend days cleaning 
prior to the Persian New 
Year, which begins on the 
spring equinox.

Spring cleaning also 
has some secular roots. 
For instance, in the 1800s, 
Londoners routinely 
cleared their homes of 
grime and soot that accu-
mulated over the winter.

Spring cleaning is still 
a ritual for many today. 
As people embark on 
their plans to tidy up, 
these tips can help them 
along.

TACKLE ONE BIG 
TASK A DAY 

Who hasn’t started one 
project only to be dis-
tracted into moving along 
to another room? This 
often occurs when peo-
ple discover something 
out of place in one space 
and then move that item 

where it belongs, only to 
find a new cleaning task 
at hand in that space. In-
e�ciency can make you 
give up on spring clean-
ing prematurely. Agree to 
address one room/task a 
day. Keep a basket or box 
handy to store errant 
items until you move on 
to the next room.

STOCK UP ON 
SUPPLIES

Prepare all of the 
cleaning supplies in ad-
vance. Put together a 
tool kit of sorts with the 
equipment you need, in-
cluding mops, brooms, 
rags, cleansers, and the 
like. Organization can 
keep you on course.

HARNESS YOUR STRENGTHS 
AND WEAKNESSES

Some people clean be-
cause they are stressed 
or angry, others do so to 
avoid other tasks. Keep 
personality in mind when 
establishing a cleaning 
schedule. For example, 
clean at night if you’re 
a night owl, or wait un-

til you are feeling antsy 
before embarking on a 
“calm down cleaning.”

TACKLE SEASONAL 
CHORES FIRST

Some tasks need to 
get done to prepare for 
the spring and summer 
season. These may in-
clude cleaning the grill 
and sorting through out-
door furniture and decor. 
Spring cleaning may in-
volve readying the pool 
for another year of use, 
or cleaning out rain gut-
ters to prepare for spring 
storms. Tackle time-de-
pendent tasks first and 
then move on to others 
that are less time-sensi-
tive.

SPREAD OUT 
THE WORK

Some people like to 
devote full weekends to 
spring cleaning, but that 
can be overwhelming for 
others. Breaking down 
cleaning tasks into 15- to 
30-minute intervals each 
day can make the job 
more tolerable.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Spring cleaning season has arrived, and certain tips can 
make the job more efficient and manageable.
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Budget-friendly ways to freshen up your home’s exterior
STAR NEWS GROUP

As any homeowner 
knows, renovation proj-
ects tend to cost a lot of 
money. The average cost 
of a home renovation is 
di�cult to gauge, as such 
endeavors run the gamut 
from complex projects 
like a kitchen overhaul to 
simpler ones like painting 
a room inside a home. In-
deed, the National Asso-
ciation of the Remodeling 
Industry notes that scope 
is what drives the cost of 
a renovation project.

Though there might 
not be an “average cost” 
of a renovation project, 
homeowners can expect 
to spend thousands of 
dollars on projects that 
are not very small in 
scale. Navigating such an 
expense at a time when 
inflation remains high 
might be difficult for 

some homeowners look-
ing to maintain the ap-
pearance of their home 
exteriors. However, there 

are many budget-friendly 
ways homeowners can 
tend to the exterior of 
their properties.

POWER WASHING
Power washing won’t 

break the bank but it can 
revive the look of a home. 
Power washing removes 
dirt and grime from the 
siding of a home and a 
power washing can be 
used to clean porches, 
walkways and patios as 
well. Hardware chains 
like Home Depot and 
Lowes typically rent pow-
er washers, but home-
owners who don’t want to 
do it themselves can hire 
a professional for a few 
hundred dollars, if not 
less. Power washing after 
winter can be a good idea, 
as the elements can take a 
toll on a home’s exterior. 
A good power washing 
before spring and sum-
mer entertaining season 
can thus give a home a 
fresh, clean look without 
breaking the bank.

FURNISHED FRONT PORCH
A furnished front 

porch can serve as a wel-
come sign to neighbors 
and provide a great place 
to relax with a morning 
cup of co�ee and a good 
book. Homeowners with 
a small porch won’t need 
to bust their budgets to 
upgrade their front porch 
furnishings. Some small 
chairs with bright cush-
ions, a small table and a 
rug underfoot can revamp 
an entryway at low cost.

WINDOW BOX INSTALLATION
Installing window 

box planters is anoth-
er cost-effective way to 
brighten up a home’s 
exterior. Homeowners 
can hang window boxes 
outside windows on the 
front of their homes and 
then fill them with bright-
ly colored flowers to add 

an inviting pop of color to 
their home exteriors. The 
experts at Better Homes 
& Gardens urge home-
owners to take weight 
into consideration before 
buying window planters. 
Keep in mind that soil 
and developed plants can 
be heavy, so look for a 
sturdy box as well as one 
that has drainage holes.

REPLACE HARDWARE
Another simple way to 

freshen up a stale exteri-
or is to replace hardware. 
Door knobs, knockers, 
house numbers, and even 
the mailbox can appear 
dated after a while. Re-
placing these items is in-
expensive and quick but 
can have a profound im-
pact on how the exterior 
of a home appears to resi-
dents and visitors.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Exterior renovations need not break the bank. Various 
simple and inexpensive tweaks can quickly revitalize the 
exterior of a home. 

https://thebeachhomelife.com
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Visit Our Designer Showroom
Open Monday-Friday from 8:30am to 5pm   •   Open Saturday 9am to 3pm   •   Open Sunday from 11am to 3pm

803 Shrewsbury Avenue, Shrewsbury  |  732-741-0010
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https://smartcarpet.com
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