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Bulk Materials  |  Building & Landscape Stone  |  Pavers
Reclaimed Antique Stone  |  Custom Stone Fabrication

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR
OUTDOOR DREAMS COME TRUE

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR
OUTDOOR DREAMS COME TRUE

1661 Hwy 34 South, Wall, NJ 07719 | Phone: (732) 938-5252 | njgravelsand.com

https://njgravelsand.com
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https://www.brianchurchgroup.com
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https://woodhavenlumber.com
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The Puharic Assurance 
is a Realtor’s Secret Advantage

REALTORS!
Use Our 1-Hour 
Home Owners 

Insurance 
Quote

PuharicAssociates.com         Business | Health| Home | Flood | Auto  Insurance

CALL TODAY!
A Live Local Professional Agent 

is Waiting 732-655-6200
info@puharicassociates.com

100%+FIRST-CLASS SERVICE

“Puharic and Associates, Inc. is 
the most professional and reliable 

company that provides incredi-
ble service, focusing on customer 

needs, fi lled with integrity. Extremely 
knowledgeable, friendly and always 
accessible for answers, I trust Adam 
and his team, and know they will do 

the very best for my client.”

Patricia ‘Pat” Mayer, Realtor
Diane Turton

As an independent agent Puharic and Associates, Inc. - 
Insurance and Risk Management has access to all the 
carriers you need for continued success. 

Call us for a Homeowners quote 
while you’re showing the house!

We offer on the spot fl ood 
insurance quotes.

With 17 years of 
experience 
insuring people 
like you 
in your area, 
we can 
assist 
you  — 
we are one 
text or 
phone 
call away.

mailto:info@puharicassociates.com
https://puharicassociates.com
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Jaeger Lumber offers design, construction and remodeling services 
Jaeger Lumber is proudly serving New 

Jersey’s fi nest contractors and home owners 

since 1937 for all of their construction and 

remodeling needs. We are a full-service pro-

vider of lumber and building products with an 

exceptionally knowledgeable and professional 

team of sales representatives ready to serve 

you at any one of our 7 locations throughout 

New Jersey. Jaeger Kitchens is a division of 

Jaeger Lumber providing custom kitchen, bath 

and cabinetry design services. Jaeger Kitchens 

is a proud member of NKBA and has created 

luxury kitchens throughout the tri-state area. 

We design custom kitchens, baths, cabinetry, 

offi ces, libraries, laundry and mud rooms to 

complement each client’s individual style and 

budget. The exceptional team of designers 

pride themselves on their area of expertise and 

will help the home owner navigate their style 

and fi nish options and will offer the perfect 

countertop selections available on the market. 

Jaeger Kitchens works hand in hand with your 

builder/remodeler or our installation division, 

Jaeger Home Concepts. Jaeger Overhead Door 

is a division that provides sales, installation 

and repairs of quality garage doors. Whether 

you are repairing a door or looking to change 

the appearance of your garage doors, this di-

vision is ready to serve you.  800-896-9073 

www.jaegerlumber.com

Call today for a consultation and estimate

800-896-9073

—  ADVERTISEMENT  —

http://www.jaegerlumber.com
https://www.jaegerkitchens.com
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INVENTORY
ATTENTION: BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS

Mon.-Fri. 10-7,  Sat. 10-6
Sunday 11-5

 CARPET
 PADDING
 INSTALLATION
ONE LOW PRICE
0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

✓
✓
✓

732-905-2002

Hardwood Laminate Area Rugs Luxury VinylCarpet

4329 
Route 9 
Howell 

justcarpetsnj.com

70% OFF Any In-Stock Flooring
While Supplies Last. Now thru 4/30/24

UP
TO

https://justcarpetsnj.com
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How to recognize when it’s time to replace your windows
STAR NEWS GROUP

Windows are a major 
component of a home. 
Window installation pro-
fessionals will tell home-
owners that the average 
lifespan of residential 
windows is between 15 
and 30 years. 

Most well-maintained 
products can last 20 
years, so homeowners 
who have windows ap-
proaching that age may 
want to schedule a win-
dow assessment and pos-
sible replacement.

Replacing windows is 
a job that requires ad-
vanced skill, and this is 
not a do-it-yourself proj-
ect. 

There are many qual-
ified professional win-
dow installation compa-
nies that will work with 
homeowners to measure, 
order and install win-

dows that will fit with 
the style of a home and 
local weather, all while 
providing features the 
homeowner desires.

For those wondering 
when to replace win-
dows, window manufac-
turers, o­er these guide-
lines.

DIFFICULTY OPENING AND 
CLOSING WINDOWS

A window that does 
not operate as it should 
can aggravate home-
owners. If windows are 
sticking shut or cannot 
be securely closed, it’s 
probably time for some-
thing new.

THERE’S APPARENT 
WINDOW DAMAGE

Accidents happen, and 
if a rock is kicked up 
from a lawnmower and 
cracks a window or if 

spring baseball practice 
has gone awry with an 
errant throw, windows 
may require replace-
ment.

DRAFTS IN THE 
WINDOW ARE COMMON
If heating and cool-

ing systems are working 
overtime, drafty, poorly 
insulated windows could 

be to blame. Various 
agencies can perform 
energy efficiency tests 
in a home. Windows that 
are determined to be the 
weak spots should be re-
placed.

DATED WINDOWS ARE 
PRESENT IN THE HOME

Older windows may 
pose safety hazards, es-
pecially those in older 
homes. A larger window 
may be needed to com-
ply with fire safety codes 
allowing for window 
egress. Dated windows 
also may simply look 
“old” and compromise 
the aesthetics of a home.

OUTDOOR NOISES ARE 
NOTICED QUITE READILY
N e w e r  w i n d o w s 

can help reduce noise 
transmission. So those 
leaf blowers, airplanes, 

barking dogs, and kids 
playing basketball up 
the street won’t disturb 
homeowners as they try 
to enjoy some peace and 
quiet indoors.

FADING INDOORS  
IS NOTED

Windows that do not 
feature low-emissivity 
(Low-E) glass coatings 
will not block UV rays. 
Those rays can cause 
fading to wood floors 
and furniture or pretty 
much anything the sun-
light touches. Replacing 
existing windows with 
Low-E coating alterna-
tives can safeguard be-
longings and improve 
window e�ciency.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Window replacement may be necessary when existing win-
dows are showing signs of aging or damage.  

https://hoffmantankremoval.com
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We would like to thank all of
our friends, family, contractors, and 

customers for making us the
BEST HOME BUILDER

in Monmouth County for 2023!

(732) 598-0424
302 Washington Ave - Suite 103
Spring Lake, NJ 07762
www.strevensandsons.com

WINNER

http://www.strevensandsons.com
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Floors Floors Floors NJ

• No high pressure sales    
• Fully Insured
• Free estimates
• Free premium padding
• Quality Installation. 
• Brand Name Products

• Expert Design Consultants.
• Over 4000 styles, colors and 
   patterns, to choose from.  
• Our worry free warranty policy  
   will put you at ease.

Convenient and Professional Shop at Home Service
CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL • SAND & FINISH 

NJHIC# 13HV08368300

Call for a Free Estimate
tel  844 4 Floorz

       (844 435 6679)

See your home in a whole new light...let our experts help guide you through all the possibilities...

$350 OFF 
Any installed Hardwood, 
Luxury Vinyl, or Laminate

minimum 600/sf
Coupon may not to be combined with any other offers or third 

party discounts. Coupon must be presented at time of sale.
Cannot be presented at time of installation. Exp 4/15/24

$200 OFF 
ANY INSTALLED CARPET

minimum 800/sf
Coupon may not to be combined with any other offers or third 

party discounts. Coupon must be presented at time of sale.
Cannot be presented at time of installation. Exp 4/15/24

Spring is the best time 
to update your home with 
new carpet and flooring!

Visit our store at

Your Title Here
Your content here

YourWebsite.com
##, street,

City, State, #####
(000) 000-0000

From Our Yard to Yours for Almost 40 Years!

Because you can 
be the envy of your 

block – 
Experience Spring

MULCH
MADNESS!

DON’T 
LET

WINTER 
WIN!
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Your local source for
beautiful tile and stone.

Please visit us today!

2418 Rt. 35, Manasquan, NJ 08736
Phone: 732-359-8418 • WayneTile.com

Design ideas 
that can create 
a peaceful feel

STAR NEWS GROUP

Homes are often char-
acterized as sanctuar-
ies for their residents. 
A calm place to come 
home to after a busy day 
at work or school is often 
just what people need to 
unwind.

Certain design compo-
nents can help individu-
als turn their homes into 
relaxing respites from 
the daily grind. With that 
goal in mind, individuals 
can consider these ideas 
to create a peaceful feel 
inside their homes.

PAINT WITH 
NEUTRAL COLORS 

Wall colors can de-
fine the mood in a given 
room, and neutral colors 
have long been linked to 
a calming effect. Subtle 
shades like beige, taupe 
and light gray are known 
to create a relaxed vibe 
in a room, so these col-
ors can be a go-to choice. 
Some people consider 
neutral colors a tad bor-
ing, so individuals con-
cerned by that impres-
sion can limit neutral 

SEE DESIGN PAGE 14
COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

A peaceful home makes for the perfect respite at the end of a busy day. Various design choices can help individuals 
establish a serene vibe throughout their homes. 

https://waynetile.com
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ITALIAN - SEAFOOD - STEAKS
gluten  free  options  available

Open 7 Days for Dinner
Serving Lunch at Noon

Friday, Saturday & Sunday

810 The Plaza • Sea Girt, New Jersey
732.974.8833 • FratellosNJ.com

www.FratellosNJ.com

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • PRIVATE PARTIES
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE:

www.FratellosNJ.com
Contact FratellosNJ@gmail.com

Every Sunday, 
Monday & 
Tuesday

30% OFF 
All Bottles 

of Wine 
(over $44)

Every Sunday 
enjoy our 

Sunday dinner 
for only $21.99

LIVE MUSIC 
Thursday and Friday Nights

ITALIAN - SEAFOOD - STEAKS
GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Easter Reservations Accepted
for March 31st, 2024

Noon-9pm

810 THE PLAZA • SEA GIRT, NEW JERSEY

732.974.8833 • FRATELLOSNJ.COM

LIVE MUSIC
Thursday and Friday Nights

SURF N’ TURF 
Every Monday & Tuesday

$25.99

High fired
porcelain serveware
with silver, gold and

bronze titanium finishes

HOURS: Tuesday thru Friday 10-5:30 • Saturday 10-5
www.bouquetstoremember.com • Find us on Facebook

Miss Nora Fleming
has moved to Main Street!

http://www.FratellosNJ.com
http://www.FratellosNJ.com
mailto:FratellosNJ@gmail.com
http://www.bouquetstoremember.com
https://fratellosnj.com
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colors to rooms designat-
ed as sanctuaries, like a 
reading room, a spa bath-
room or a bedroom.

EMPLOY NATURAL LIGHT
Natural light also can 

help to establish a se-
rene setting at home. 
Large windows that let 
daylight in can improve 
anyone’s mood. A 2022 
study from researchers at 
the University of Chile in 
Santiago found that the 
more natural light that 
entered a home, the hap-
pier people said they felt. 
Study authors even not-
ed that the largest uptick 
in well-being was found 
among participants who 
lived in homes in which 
windows covered at least 
40 percent of the dwell-
ing’s wall space. Opening 

blinds or curtains and, if 
possible, installing larger 
windows in a home can 
help to establish the re-
laxing, happy vibe indi-
viduals are aiming for.

UTILIZE PLANTS TO 
SET A PEACEFUL TONE

The United King-
dom-based Royal Hor-
ticultural Society notes 
that research has found 
that indoor plants can 
benefit psychological 
well-being. The RHS 
notes that improved 
mood and reduced stress 
levels are two benefits 
that indoor plants can 
provide. A good mood 
and less stress can help 
individuals establish the 
peaceful feel they’re aim-
ing for at home. 

KEEP DEVICES 
OUT OF BEDROOMS 

Watching television 
while lying in bed, scan-

ning a smartphone be-
fore turning o� a night-
stand light and retiring 
for the night, or reading 
an e-reader instead of a 
print book at night can 
transform a bedroom 
from a serene setting into 
one that’s overrun with 
stimuli. According to the 
Sleep Foundation, tech-
nology stimulates the 
mind, which can make it 
harder to fall asleep. In 
addition, blue light emit-
ted by devices disrupts 
the natural production 
of melatonin, a hormone 
that makes it easier to fall 
asleep. That can negate 
any efforts individuals 
have undertaken to make 
their bedrooms as peace-
ful as possible. Designate 
bedrooms in the house as 
technology-free zones to 
ensure the peaceful vibe 
continues uninterrupted 
until everyone goes to 
bed.

• Hardwood Sanding and Refi nishing
• Natural Products: Wool, Sisal, Jute
• Nylon, Smartstrand, Polyester

• Custom Area Rugs and Runners
• Carpet Restretching
• Repairs to Carpet & Wood

Quality Flooring & Services

732.255.6900
carpetcastleinc.com

Your Shop at Home Flooring Consultants

Serving the Shore Since ’84

Specializing in Custom Window 
Fashions for your Home

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS

• Cellular, Woven & 
 Roman Shades

• Faux Wood Blinds

• Custom Window Treatments 
 & Bedding

• Designer & Workroom on site

•  Independent Designers 
 Welcomed

• Call for Current Rebates & Discount

WE OFFER 
Window Treatments and Shadings

 for every Budget

We feature a full line of
 

products
Luminette® 
Silhouette® 
EverWood® 

NewStyle® Shutters

1101 INDUSTRIAL PKWY BRICK 08724
HOURS: MON TO FRI 9AM - 4PM

www.Milltexhome.com

Call Today for an 
Appointment 732-840-3021

products

Like us on Facebook Follow us on Instagram

Kitchen and Bath
Design Center

NJHIC #13VH02287800

  Monday-Friday 9:30 am-4:30 pm • Sat. & Sun. Closed

117 TAYLOR AVENUE • MANASQUAN • 732-528-0110 
www.modernelegancekitchens.com 

Featuring Cabinetry

DESIGN
FROM PAGE 12

http://www.Milltexhome.com
http://www.modernelegancekitchens.com
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 What to know about kitchen countertop materials
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Kitchens are the bus-
iest rooms in most 
homes. Kitchens have 
become more than just 
places to prepare meals, 
with many functioning 
as gathering spaces and 
even go-to dining spots 
in homes that do not 
feature formal dining 
rooms.

So much time spent 
in the kitchen makes it 
worthwhile to invest in 
these popular spaces. 
Kitchen renovations are 
high on many home-
owners’ to-do lists, and 
there’s many decisions 
to make once they com-
mit to redoing the room. 
When renovating a kitch-
en, homeowners will 
have to choose which 
countertop material they 
want to install, and the 
following rundown of 

popular options can help 
simplify that decision.

 QUARTZ
Quartz is considered a 

low-maintenance and du-
rable countertop mate-
rial. The home improve-
ment experts at This Old 
House note that quartz 
countertops are typically 
94 percent ground quartz 
and now come with an 
honed, sandblasted or 
embossed treatment, 
which makes them ap-
pealing to homeowners 
with varying ideas on the 
ideal look of a kitchen 
countertop. Quartz can 
crack if it’s not handled 
properly, and edges and 
corners can chip over 
time. Rounded edges 
can minimize the risk 
of chipping. Costs vary 
by location and product 
availability, but quartz 

typically costs about the 
same as natural stone.

 GRANITE
Consumer Reports 

notes that no two slabs of 
granite are the same, and 
that uniqueness has long 
appealed to homeowners. 
Tests run by Consumer 
Reports found that heat, 
cuts and scratches did 
not harm granite, though 
this material, like quartz, 
can crack around edges 
and corners. Granite is 
a durable material that, 
if properly maintained, 
can last several decades. 
Granite also is nonpo-
rous, which makes it re-
sistant to bacteria. 

 LAMINATE
Laminate countertops 

appeal to budget-friendly 
homeowners and Con-
sumer Reports notes that 

they’re easy to install. 
Home Depot also notes 
that laminate counter-
tops come in a wide 
range of colors, textures 
and designs. Laminate 
countertops also are du-
rable, which helps bud-
get-conscious homeown-
ers stretch their dollars 
even further. Laminate 
countertops are easily 
maintained, though it’s 
also easy to permanent-
ly damage them with 
knives, so Consumer 
Reports recommends 
always using a cutting 
board when preparing 
meals on laminate.

 BUTCHER BLOCK
Butcher block counter-

tops are among the more 
unique options home-
owners may consider. 
Sometimes referred to 
as “wood countertops,” 

butcher block coun-
tertops are made from 
wooden strips that are 
fused together. The home 
improvement experts at 
BobVila.com note that 
butcher block is among 
the more a� ordable ma-
terials, but the fi nal cost 
will be dictated by lo-
cation and availability. 
BobVila.com notes that 
butcher block counter-
tops are highly sensitive 
to liquid, so exposure to 
moisture should be limit-
ed. Sealing butcher block 
countertops immediately 
after installation can help 
protect against bacteria 
and warping. Though 
butcher blocks can be 
high maintenance, many 
homeowners find the 
unique look is well worth 
the extra elbow grease.

COURTESY OF METRO
 CREATIVE CONNECTION

Kitchen countertops can 
defi ne how the room looks, 
and homeowners have 
many options to choose 
from when designing a new 
kitchen.

https://manasquan.bank
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SHORE HOME BUILDERS IS PROUD TO PRESENT ITS
NEW OFFICE AND STATE OF THE ART SHOWROOM

LOCATED AT 804 STATE RT 71, SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, NJ 08750

WE BUY HOMES AND LAND
Shore Home Builders Inc. is looking to buy land in 

Sea Girt and Spring Lake with NO Commission

We Pay Market Rate
Pay No Commission

Quick Closings
Call Anthony Garofalo at 908-492-2011 to have 

a free no obligation review of your property and 
create a plan to sell your home that works for you.

 600 4th Ave., Spring Lake, NJ 07762
6 BED, 7.5 BATH, 6,000 SQ. FT., 0.24 ACRE LOT

New Construction by one of Sea Girts most prominent builders. 
This home is loaded with all of the amenities you would expect in 
a Custom Home. Flared end details, large corbels and brackets 
with lots of dimension which enhance the architectural details

of this home. With 6,000 Sq Ft of living space, this home 
has a full bedroom on the 1st floor with an ensuite bath and

5 additional bedrooms and 6 full baths. With an open floor plan, 
the large family room, is openly inviting to the Chefs kitchen, 

having a Subzero refrigerator, Wolf range and microwave and 
Cove dishwasher. Craftsman interior trim, including Coffered 

ceilings with ship lap inlay, built-ins and wainscoting throughout. 
The exterior includes a Salt water gunite pool, outdoor cabana 

bar, and fire-pit. Generator, and More.

Call for an appointment

For more information, please contact Anthony Garofalo
office: 732-449-0200  •  cell: 908-492-2011

The office was designed to serve our clients 
in our showroom, with a Design Center that 
displays all of the latest technologies including 
Control 4 Home Automation package, 
automated blinds, heated floors, upgraded trim 
and tile packages, including an onscreen display 
of all types of finish pallets for your review.

Walk-ins are welcome or 
to make an appointment to 
meet with Anthony Garofalo, 
call 732-449-1500.

 400 Sussex, Spring Lake, NJ 07762
7 BED, 7.5 BATH, 5,400 SQ. FT., 0.26 ACRE LOT

This thoughtfully designed home is on a 75 x 150 lot. Now is the time 
to personalize the design. Only the finest materials and finishes will 
go into this creatively designed open floor-plan home. Seven bed-
rooms, seven full ensuite baths and one half bath on four luxurious 

levels. designed with every detail in mind, this home will have it 
all from architectural trim detail to custom designed tile. A Chefs 

kitchen features, will include a 48’’ Subzero, 48’’ Wolf range a 
Cove Dishwasher, and ice maker. Control 4 Smart-home, 

designed for a home theater, and gym. The home will be finished 
for entertaining. Designed for a large saltwater in ground gunite 

pool, 6 x 4’ fire-pit, outdoor shower Cabana Bar which holds a DCS 
Grill, Ice-maker and Refrigerator to service the outdoors entertaining.

Call for an appointment

For more information, please contact Anthony Garofalo
office: 732-449-0200  •  cell: 908-492-2011

https://www.shorehomebuildersinc.com
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Design – Innovation
Experience

Quality – Value

Mouser Cabinetry
Kith Kitchens

Kemper
NatureKast
NY Vanity 

Koch Cabinets

800 Main St - Suite 106 • Belmar NJ 07719
phone: 732-359-8430

www.coastalkitchensnj.com 

For your complete cabinetry needs

Loretta Mooring
Stacey Sexton

We Offer Free
In-Home Design 

Consultation

Call Today For An 
Appointment!

Over
10 Years in Business!

The Orchards of Wall
2410 Hwy. 35
Manasquan, NJ 08736

732-840-5600
Katy@interiorviewsinc.com

www.interiorviewsnj.com

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

RON CANTALUPO 
Interior Designer

Sensational Drapery Designs By:

INTERIORVIEWSINC.COM 

732.840.5600

• POWERVIEW MOTORIZATION • SHUTTERS  
• DESIGNER SCREEN SHADES  

• PROVENANCE WOVEN WOOD SHADES  
• SILHOUETTE WINDOW SHADINGS 

• CUSTOM DRAPERY, FABRICS & TRIMS  
• CUSTOM HARDWARE • CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

The Orchards at Wall 
(NEXT TO PIER 1 IMPORTS) 

2410 Rt. 35, Manasquan, NJ 08736 
Proudly Serving Monmouth & Ocean Counties Since 1985

Schedule your FREE Consultation  
with Ron Cantalupo

Interior Views.qxp_Layout 1  10/14/19  12:30 PM  Page 2

Services
• Custom Window Treatments

• Custom Drapery

• Custom Hardware

• Interior Design and Space Planning

• Furniture and Accessories

As the owners of Interior Views, Ron, Susan, and Katy Cantalupo have 
committed themselves to providing clients with their knowledge and 

expertise in Interior Design and Custom Window Treatments

Schedule your free consultation with 
Ron Cantalupo, Interior Designer

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 40 YEARS

Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
www.TridentAbstract.com

732-431-3134
1340-A Campus Parkway, Wall Township

Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
 Are you purchasing or refinancing a home? Did you know 

all Title Insurance Agencies charge the same price?

Tell your Attorney or Lender to go with the BEST!
Trident is one of the largest title insurance agents in New Jersey - family owned
and operated for over forty years. We offer a full array of title insurance services.

And Trident is your hometown agency, with an office in Wall Township.
Our staff includes 30 licensed title professionals to assist in every step of your closing.

For attorneys, Trident offers a paralegal service designed to streamline your real estate practice.  

Visit Chris Carton, Derrick Scenna
and staff at

http://www.coastalkitchensnj.com
mailto:Katy@interiorviewsinc.com
http://www.interiorviewsnj.com
http://www.TridentAbstract.com
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2175 Hwy. 35,  |  Sea Girt Crossroads Mall
732.974.0048

44 Monmouth Street | Red Bank | 732.933.1760

• ON SITE MEASURING • IN HOUSE DESIGN CONSULTATION
• 20+ YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE • 2 BEAUTIFUL SHOWROOMS  

• THE BEST ARTISAN TILE AND STONE LINES 

MONMOUTH St. TILE
SURFACES OF SUBSTANCE & STYLE

OUR SELECTION  
IS THE BEST IN TOWN!

AI JUST TOLD YOU TO 
BUY MULCH 5 MINUTES AGO!

From Our Yard to Yours for Almost 40 Years!

126 Main Street, Manasquan 
732-223-6114

Let Manasquan Lighting get
your home ready for spring!

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm

manasquanlighting.com

Come in and see our huge selection of 
OUTDOOR & LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

Large selection of PADDLE FANS
We offer custom landscape lighting layout and consultation

Largest selection of lamp shades at the shore

The Best in lamp repairs and refurbishing

https://manasquanlighting.com
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https://barlowflowerfarm.com
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Fabricators of Marble, Granite, Quartzite,
Porcelain, and Quartz Solid Surfaces.

Visit our showroom and explore all the new trends 
and timeless classics for your countertops.

Over 25 Years!

Follow Us
@idealfabricationsnj

(732) 751-0074
www.idealfabrications.com

304 Squankum Road, Farmingdale NJ
Owner: Dave Zupko, Manasquan Resident

Photos Courtesy of Popovitch Builders

http://www.idealfabrications.com
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FOR ALL YOUR POOL NEEDS!
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Automation Specialists

Experience the Movement
732.223.6662
2408 Route 34N

Manasquan (Wall), NJ

Interior Design Concepts
732-892-1315

 SATISFYING HOMEOWNERS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

•  PLANTATION SHUTTERS • 
BL INDS • SHADES •DRAPERIES

Competitive Prices ~ Superior Service

Design  |  Build  |  Maintain

ROCK BOTTOM LANDSCAPING & FENCING
LAWN CARE  |  OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES  |  LANDSCAPE DESIGN  |  COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL  |  PLANT INSTALLATION

& LANDSCAPE LIGHTING  |  DRIVEWAYS  |  OUTDOOR KITCHENS  |  STONE WORK  |  RETAINING WALLS 

MANASQUAN AND BELLE MEAD, NJ

732-873-6780

WWW.ROCKBOTTOMLANDSCAPING.NET

Beautifying Landscapes & 
Exceeding Customer 

Expectations for 
over 33 years!

732-892-TILE (8453)
www.bricktilestone.com

Visit our tile showroom:
2104 Route 88, Brick, New Jersey

Kitchen Cabinets
Granite & Quartz Countertops

Showroom Hours:

Monday: 9 am - 5 pm | Tuesday: 9 am - 5 pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm
Friday: 9am - 5pm | Saturday: 9 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday

http://www.bricktilestone.com
https://rockbottomlandscaping.net
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• Lawn Care Programs • Fertilizer & Weed Control  
• Insect Control • Flea & Tick Treatments 
• Lime & Aeration • Grub Control  
• Dethatching & Slice Seeding 
• Vegetation Control for Rock & Stone Areas
State NJ DEP Business Lic# 94393A • Appl. Lic# 63932A

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE on any of our services

 732-840-4095

• Sprinkler System Installations • Renovations and  
  Additions to Existing Systems • Maintenance Programs 
• Backflow Inspections & Certification  
• Pump & Well Installation & Service
Certified Irrigation Cont. #537121 and #17261 

Backflow inspector #10765

Sales@TotalTurfInc.com Sales@MichaelJGilmoreInc.com

Michael J. Gilmore Inc. t/a

37 Years Family Owned and Operated

How sellers can get top dollar for their homes
STAR NEWS GROUP

The process of buy-
ing and selling a home 
includes many movable 
parts. North America 
has experienced histor-
ic trends in the hous-
ing market in recent 
years. Most notably, re-
cord-high prices have 
dominated the real estate 
market over the last sev-
eral years.  

High prices are good 
news for sellers, who can 
probably anticipate re-
ceiving o�ers above list-
ing price. In  New Jersey, 
inventory is so low that 
12.5 percent of homes in 
the Garden State sold 
above list price, accord-
ing to data from RedFin. 
This is good news for 
sellers currently look-
ing to make an excellent 
profit on their properties. 

Sellers who don’t want to 
rely on the market alone 
to earn more for their 
homes can take various 
steps to get top dollar.

STAGE YOUR HOME
According to the 2023 

Profile of Home Stag-
ing conducted by the 
National Association of 
Realtors®, 81 percent of 
buyers’ agents said stag-
ing a home made it eas-
ier for the buyer to vi-
sualize the property as a 
future home. Focus your 
attention on the living 
room, owner’s suite and 
kitchen. Hiring a staging 
professional can be an 
investment that turns a 
sizable profit.

KNOW YOUR LOCAL MARKET
A good way to price 

your home and gauge if it 

will sell quickly is to look 
at the average “days on 
the market” for similar 
homes nearby. If homes 
are selling faster than the 
average days on the mar-
ket, that suggests high 
demand, which can work 
in your favor.

MAKE ADDED-VALUE 
IMPROVEMENTS

Focus renovation dol-
lars on the types of proj-
ects that will reap the 
highest return on invest-
ment. Remodeling mag-
azine annually reports 
the projects that offer 
the best ROI. In 2023, 
the project that reaped 
the highest ROI was 
an HVAC Conversion/
Electrification, which 
involved converting a 
fossil-fuel-burning fur-
nace into an electric heat 

pump. The cost recouped 
was 103.5 percent.

SELL AT THE 
RIGHT TIME

Fewer people are shop-
ping for homes in the 
dead of winter or during 
the middle of the school 
year, so putting your 

home on the market in 
spring typically brings 
out the largest number 
of interested parties, ac-
cording to Opendoor. 
But this isn’t the only 
time-related factor to 
consider. To sell for the 
most money, you want 
to list your home when 

you have enough equity 
to pay off your current 
mortgage, the costs of 
selling, and the costs of 
moving, says Bankrate.

GIVE CURB APPEAL 
A BOOST

Make sure that buyers 
see your home in a pos-
itive light from the first 
moment they pull up for 
a walk-through showing. 
According to Home & 
Garden, improving the 
landscaping can result 
in a value increase of up 
to 12 percent. Addition-
al projects can include 
investing in a new front 
door and garage doors. 
Be sure that hedges are 
trimmed, there are fresh 
flowers growing, and that 
walkways and the drive-
way are clean and tidy.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

A few simple strategies can help sellers get more money 
for their homes.  

mailto:Sales@TotalTurfInc.com
mailto:Sales@MichaelJGilmoreInc.com
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Turn your yard into a vacation-worthy oasis
STAR NEWS GROUP

Warm weather means 
more time to relax out-
doors. For those home-
owners lucky enough to 
have entertaining spaces 
outside, spring and sum-
mer provides plenty of 
opportunities to enjoy 
fresh air under the sun or 
stars.

Over the last few years, 
families have become 
especially familiar with 
what works about their 
yards and where there is 
room for improvement. 
Pandemic-related trav-
el restrictions and early 
stay-at-home mandates 
resulted in plenty of time 
spent in backyards on 
staycations. Even though 
many such restrictions 
have been lifted, home-
owners may have seen 
the benefits of having 

functional respites right 
outside their doors. 

A backyard renova-
tion can cost anywhere 
from $5,000 to $50,000. 
The American Society 
of Landscape Architects 
suggests homeowners 
budget the cost of a ma-
jor landscaping project at 
between 5 and 10 percent 
of their home’s value. 
Large or small, here are 
ways to make an outdoor 
oasis at home. 

CREATE LIVING PRIVACY
Living in close prox-

imity to neighbors may 
make privacy harder to 
come by. Wood or vinyl 
fences, however effec-
tive, may not provide 
the all-natural look many 
people desire. Vertical 

NO CONTRACTS

GUTTER CLEANING • WINDOW CLEANING • SIDING CLEANING • PAVER CLEANING 
SOFTWASH • PRESSURE WASHING • LOW PRESSURE ROOF WASHING •DRYER VENT CLEANING

732-449-1122
THECOASTALCLEANINGCREW.COM

SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, NJ

Free Garbage can 

cleaning with any 

Housewash in March!

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Additional oasis-inspired ideas include outdoor kitchens, letting up lanterns, cascading water features, and bird feeders 
to attract the sounds of nature.SEE OASIS PAGE 30
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 How to prepare soil for spring planting
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Spring is a season of 
rejuvenation, and perhaps 
nowhere is that rebirth 
more noticeable than in 
the yard. Each spring, 
grass begins to grow again 
as inviting landscapes 
beckon people outdoors.

Extra sunlight and ris-
ing temperatures make 
spring a great time to 
plant fl owers, grasses and 
trees. To ensure success-
ful planting, homeowners 
must take steps to prepare 
the soil. Healthy soil can 
provide the ideal con-
ditions for roots to take 
hold, helping plants es-
tablish themselves before 
potentially harsh summer 
conditions arrive. Prepar-
ing soil might seem like an 
extensive job, but a simple 
approach may be all that’s 
necessary to create condi-

tions that promote plant 
growth this spring.

 CLEAN UP THE PREVIOUS 
MONTHS’ MESS 

Whether homeowners 
live in regions marked by 
year-round warmth or 
places where winter typi-
cally features heavy snow-
fall, it’s a good idea to clean 
up an area prior to spring 
planting. Fallen leaves, 
rocks, grass clippings, and 
other debris can contrib-
ute to compacted soil that 
makes it hard for plants to 
establish strong, healthy 
root systems. Clear away 
any debris prior to plant-
ing before taking the next 
step in your soil prepara-
tion routine.

 LOOSEN THE SOIL 
Once debris has been 

cleared away, loosen the 
soil. Depending on the size 

of the area where you’ll be 
planting, you may need to 
invest in tools like a shovel, 
spade, spading fork, and/
or a lawn edger. If you’re 
planting in a small area, 
such as a deck planter box 
that still has soil from last 
year’s planting inside it, 
you can either clean the 
box and replace the soil 
entirely or dig around 
with a handheld trowel, 
cultivator and/or weeder. 
It’s important to loosen all 
of the soil around where 
you will ultimately plant 
prior to planting to ensure 
water can reach the roots 
and help them establish 
themselves once planting 
is completed.

 TEST AND, IF NECESSARY, 
AMEND THE SOIL

A simple pH test can 
help determine the acidi-
ty or alkalinity of the soil. 

This is an important step 
as soil that is too acidic or 
alkaline can decrease the 
availability of nutrients 
the plants will need to 
thrive. In addition to con-
ducting a pH test, which 
can be purchased at little 
cost at a local home im-
provement store, home-
owners can contact their 
local Cooperative Exten-
sion Service to test their 
soil quality. These tests 
will reveal soil pH, but 
also can shed light on the 
texture of the soil and oth-
er components. Once the 
test is conducted, the local 
Coop Extension Service 
may recommend amend-
ments to improve the nu-
tritional quality of the soil 
so new plants can thrive.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

 Soil conditions go a long way toward determining if new 
plants will thrive. Preparing the soil prior to spring planting 
can ensure a successful season.
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ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

732.681.1904
SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM

◆ LAWN AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

◆ LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

◆ ANNUAL AND SEASONAL FLOWER PLANTING 

◆ ROUTINE TRIMMING, PRUNING AND SHEERING

◆ SPRING AND FALL CLEAN-UPS

◆ MULCH, DECORATIVE STONE, TOPSOIL, SOD

FREE ESTIMATES AND IN HOME CONSULTATIONS 
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

EMAIL: INFO@SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM

Call Today
 to Schedule 

Your 
Appointment

EMERGENCY INSTALLATIONS

ATLANTICHEATING &
COOLING, INC.

Complete Heating
and Air System
$7,795 installed

100,000 BTU 80% Efficient Furnace
3 Ton A/C System

www.Atlantichvacstore.com

CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS IN BUSINESS

TOLL
FREE 1-866-724-8333 • 732-241-3414

Master HVACR Lic. #19Hc00080600

$65 Heating Check Up

UV Virus Elimination System Available

Open 7 Days • 649 Arnold Avenue • 732-295-9243
At the Intersection of Arnold & Bay Ave. in the ♥ of Point Pleasant Beach, NJ

www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com

Where Comfort Meets Style

w w w . c u s t o m k i t c h e n s b y c h u c k . c o m

Custom Kitchens
by Chuck Van Emburgh

701 Central Ave & Rt 88, Point Pleasant, NJ 08742

732-899-6807

Complete Kitchen Remodeling
Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities ~ Stock # Custom

Counter Tops 
New &

Replacements
 

Granite • Corian
Formica • Quartz

(Wood - Grot House) 
Tile
 

Established 1973

SPRING SALE

mailto:INFO@SHOREENVIRONMENTAL.COM
http://www.Atlantichvacstore.com
http://www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com
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Springtime 
Means Home Improvements

Carlson’s Glass 
& Mirror Co.

Featuring:
• Standard & Custom Mirrors & Shower 
 Doors for Bath
• Insulated Glass Replacement
 Residential • Commercial
• Custom Cut Glass for 
 Do-It-Yourselfers

• Glass Table Tops & Shelving 
• Storm Doors 
• Storm Window & Screen Replacement Repairs
• Vinyl Replacement Windows
 Window • Safety • Plate Glass

15% OFF 
Rescreening 

(Done in Shop)
With This Coupon • Expires 4-30-24

Over 25 Years Professional Experience • Free Estimates

305 Union Ave. (Rt. 71), Brielle, NJ
732-223-8050 • 1-800-81-GLASS 
COME VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM

Visit our website: www.carlsonsglass.com

15% OFF 
Any Tabletops

(Done in Shop)
With This Coupon • Expires 4-30-24

 Quick and easy ways to give your kitchen a new look
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Kitchens are often de-
scribed as the busiest 
rooms in a home. Kitch-
ens are where meals are 
prepared and tend to be 
go-to gathering spots on 
holiday get-togethers 
and during other events 
when homeowners host 
family and friends.

With so much time 
spent in the kitchen, it’s 
easy to see how home-
owners might grow a lit-
tle bored by these rooms. 

There are many quick 
and easy, not to mention 
less expensive, ways to 
give a kitchen a new look.

 REPAINT AND RESTYLE
THE CABINETS

Cabinet space is an 
undeniably precious 
commodity in a kitchen, 
especially as more and 
more homeowners em-

brace their inner chef and 
cook more complicat-
ed meals at home. After 
all, the more expansive 
a home chef ’s culinary 
repertoire, the more 
space that person needs 
to store all the tools of 
the cooking trade. A full 
cabinet replacement is 
unnecessary if the cab-
inets are still functional 
and not overcrowded, so 
repainting them can be 
a great way to give the 
kitchen a new look while 
keeping costs reasonable. 
New cabinet knobs and/
or drawer pulls can also 
freshen up the style of 
kitchen cabinets further.

 INSTALL UNDER-CABINET 
LIGHTING

Another inexpensive 
way to give a kitchen 
a new look is to install 
under-cabinet lighting. 

Under-cabinet lighting 
serves both an aesthetic 
and practical purpose. 
From a purely aesthetic 
standpoint, under-cabi-
net lighting can make a 
kitchen feel more warm 
and keep the kitchen illu-
minated when meals ar-
en’t being prepared and 
homeowners don’t want 
to have their overhead 
lights on but still want 
to be able to navigate the 
kitchen safely. During 
meal prep, under-cabinet 
lighting can illuminate 
counters so it’s easier to 
perform prep tasks.

 REPLACE EXISTING 
BACKSPLASH

Replacing backsplash 
is another simple, inex-
pensive and e� ective way 
to give a kitchen a new 
feel. Homeowners can 
opt for something neu-

tral that won’t upset their 
existing decor or go with 
a more bold backsplash 
that immediately draws 
the attention of anyone 
who enters the room. 
This simple job can be 
done by the average do-
it-yourselfer and the cost 
of new backsplash won’t 
break the bank.

 REPLACE EXISTING SEATING 
Whether you have an 

island countertop with 
bar stools or a breakfast 
nook with cushioned 
seats, replacing the seat-
ing is a budget-friend-
ly job that can create a 
new look when entering 
the room. Countertop 
bar stools come in many 
styles, so giving this area 

of the kitchen a new feel 
can be as simple as shift-
ing from classic, high-
back stools to more mod-
ern swivel stools with 
a chrome base. For the 
breakfast nook, replac-
ing a light-colored bench 
cushion with a bolder 
alternative can instantly 
transform the look of the 
space.

Wall Lawnmower

SERVICE
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

1717 Hwy 71, Belmar

848-404-9188
walllawnmowerrepair@yahoo.com

walllawnmowers.com

“We Fix What
You Can’t!”

PICKUP & 
DELIVERY  

AVAILABLE

http://www.carlsonsglass.com
mailto:walllawnmowerrepair@yahoo.com
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gardening, which trains 
easy-care vines like En-
glish ivy, Clematis or 
various climbing ros-
es to grow on trellis or 
fencing adds greenery 
and privacy. Hedges and 
fast-growing shrubs also 
can be used for natural 
barriers.

 INSTALL A POOL
Pools are the ultimate 

spots to cool o�  on hot 
days. An elaborately 
shaped inground pool 
can blend in with the 
landscape and offer the 
ultimate hang-out zone. 
However, above-ground 
pools also serve the pur-
pose and are more bud-
get-friendly. Stock tank 
pools are popular among 
those who want mini-

mal pool expenditure 
or have small spaces to 
work with. Stock tanks 
are metal vessels tradi-
tionally used as watering 
holes for livestock. They 
also can be “adult kiddie 
pools” when combined 
with some plumbing. 
Galvanized steel frames 
make them sturdy. With 
fl oats and other accesso-
ries, they can become the 
perfect oasis.

 PROVIDE OUTDOOR 
ATMOSPHERE

Create a bespoke bis-
tro vibe by using free-
standing planters and 
posts along with hanging 
lights to make an inti-
mate outdoor hangout 
spot at night. For those 
with permanent struc-
tures, like a deck or a ga-
zebo, lights can be strung 
across the area or on rail-
ings or edging.

 EXTEND THE
LIVING SPACE

Decks and patios can 
help make outdoor en-
tertaining areas more 
comfortable by eliminat-
ing the need to sit on the 
grass or gravel. Plus, they 
add another “room” to 
the home. When paired 
with weatherproof patio 
furniture, such as sofas, 
loungers and tables, a 
private seating area can 
be crafted and utilized 
for any number of enter-
taining desires.

 HANG A
HAMMOCK

Few things evoke feel-
ings of relaxation better 
than a hammock. Fitted 
between two trees (or 
two posts if trees are 
sparse), a hammock is an 
ideal place to grab a nap 
or read a book.

2005

THE 
REAT AMERICAN PORCG H

Centrally located at 62 Main Avenue in Ocean Grove

OASIS
FROM PAGE 26

Create a backyard oasis
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https://www.designlinekitchens.com
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https://smartcarpet.com
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