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Elevate your wedding at Clarks Landing Yacht
Club with our newly renovated venue, featuring
a stunning rooftop deck and a breathtaking
glass-enclosed indoor ceremony space.

CLARKS LANDING
YACHT CLUB

Point Pleasant, N]J
(732) 899-5559
ClarksLandingWeddings.com
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Nestled on a private lakeside estate, The Mill
Lakeside Manor embodies serene beauty and

timeless charm, offering an exquisite backdrop to ‘bé‘fs,f':zt
craft your perfect day. WEDDINGS

HALL OF FAME
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Spring Lake Heights, NJ : fae 2 £ S
(732) 449-1800

TheMillLakesideManor.com
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THE CARIBBEAN'S PREMIER
DESTINATION WEDDING EXPERIENCE

Tying the knot is more than saying vows - it's about
sharing once-in-a-lifetime moments with those
closest to you. But if there's a promise we'll always
keep, it's to make your day the perfect beginning

to forever.

BOOKYOUR
WEDDING NOW

TRAVELSMITHS

(732) 899-8400
INFO@THETRAVELSMITHS.COM
TRAVELSMITHS.COM

TRAVELSMITHS

LUXURY TRAVEL AGENCY

Sendals.

CHAIRMAN'S ROYAL CLUB

LUKURY THAVEL ADVISOR 3024

Sandals® Is a registered trademark. Unigue Vacations, Inc. is'an affiliate of Unigue Travel Corp., the worldwide representative ol Sandals Resoris. 7755/0223


https://travelsmiths.com
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THERE'S NO BETTER PLACE
TO START FOREVER

Your dream honeymoon awaits at Sandals®, where you can
enjoy your first memories of marriage in a paradise created for
two people in love. Dine at up to 16 distinct restaurants per
resort, embrace each other in private pools set over the waves
and drift away in suites designed with romance in mind, and
immerse yourself in contemporary modern room design that
brings the Carribbean to life.

BOOK YOUR
HONEYMOON NOW

TRAVELSMITHS

(732) 899-8400
INFO@THETRAVELSMITHS.COM
TRAVELSMITHS.COM

TRAVELSMITHS

LUXURY TRAVEL AGENCY

Sendals.

CHAIRMAN'S ROYAL CLUB

LUAURY TRAVEL ABVISON 2024

Sandals® is a registered trademark. Unigue Vacations, Inc. is an affiliate of Unique Travel Corp., the worldwide representative of Sandals Resorts. 7755/0223
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Why plan a Destination Wedding with TravelSmiths?
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here is a common miscon-
Tception that destination

weddings are too expen-
sive and luxurious for most
couples’ budgets. In reality,
they are less expensive than
traditional weddings. Envision

Ben Kleiner & Phil Nguyen

Generations Riviera Maya Resort

Kim Raichelson & Richard Kuhn
El Dorado Casitas Royale

LUXURY TRAVEL AGENCY

a wedding day, where You, your
partner and all your family and
friends gather to celebrate your
love in the destination of your
dreams. Instead of a one-day
event, a destination wedding
gives the couple enough time to

not only get married, but to rev-
el in the showers of love from
their wedding guests. From co-
ordinating travel arrangements
to offering wedding coordinator
services, the attention to detail
in planning a destination wed-

Christina Caches & Nic Smith
El Dorado Royale

Christina Kakriotis & Joe Clarizio
Hyatt Ziva Cancun

Christie Knee & Ryan Laverty
Margaritaville Cap Cana

ding must be precise.
TravelSmiths is an Award
Winning, Full-Service, Store-

front Agency with over 37 years
in the travel industry. No matter
the destination, size, or type
of wedding, our destination

wedding and honeymoon travel
specialists will help you every
step of the way. With countless
relationships with general man-
agers, hotel owners, and on-site
wedding teams of properties,
TravelSmiths will ensure an

amazing experience for you and
your guests. For us, planning
your destination wedding is all
about making your special day
exceed your expectations and
endlessly be a day you will nev-
er, ever forget!

Deanna Sciortino & Elliott Perez
Dreams Playa Mujeres

Valerie Bonner & Troy Johnson
El Dorado Royale

Contact TravelSmiths today to discuss the Wedding, Renewal of Vows or Honeymoon of your dreams.

1100 Route 88 ¢ Point Pleasant, NJ

www.TravelSmiths.com

732-899-8400 ¢ info@thetravelsmiths.com
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Keys to selecting a
wedding menu

STAR NEWS GROUP

Lots of details require
a decision when plan-
ning a wedding. Engaged
couples may or may not
enjoy tending to much
of the minutiae involved
in wedding planning,
but the reception menu
is typically one popular
point of interest.

When picking a wed-
ding reception menu,
couples typically get to
sit down with their ven-
ue operator or caterer
and take a taste test so
they can decide what
to include and exclude
come the big night. That
typically results in some
happy hearts and full
bellies. But there’s more
to picking a reception

-
hg(\ e

menu than taste, and
the following are some
pointers couples can
consider as they aim to
provide a tasty meal for
their wedding guests.

¢ Resist the urge to
make the menu re-
flect your personal
preference. Couples,
particularly those foot-
ing the bill for their own
weddings, may be tempt-
ed to pick exclusively
foods they like for the re-
ception. Though it’s im-
portant that couples get
to enjoy their first meal
together after tying the
knot, it’s good to ensure
that guests get to have an
enjoyable meal as well.
Resist any urge to let

SEE MENU PAGE 11

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Picking a reception menu is a fun and filling component of wedding planning. Keeping some simple pointers in mind can
help couples pick a menu everyone can enjoy.

Stunning Floral
Arrangements for
your Special Day

Flowers and Gifts
732.528.0300
123 Main Street, Manasquan

HOURS: Tuesday thru Friday 10-5:30 Saturday 10-5 Closed Sun. & Mon.
www.bouquetstoremember.com * Find us on Facebook

Bp

bouquets
to remember



http://www.bouquetstoremember.com
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Transportatlon options
for your wedding day

STAR NEWS GROUP

Weddings involve
many moving pieces that
must all come together
successfully for one glo-
rious day. Transporta-
tion is among the details
that need to be sorted
in advance, particularly
when wedding parties
and guests must move
between ceremony and
reception sites.

It is customary for the
wedding party, which
tends to include a cou-
ple’s parents, to be pro-
vided a ride to both the
ceremony and reception.
Furthermore, couples
may have to figure out
what to do when the
wedding is over, particu-
larly if the reception and
ceremonies are a good
distance apart. Here are
a few transportation op-
tions couples can consid-
er.

LIMOUSINES
Limousines are classic
modes of transportation

to and from momentous
events. They typically
feature seating to accom-
modate six or more peo-
ple. Limousines typically
bring the wedding party
to the ceremony, then
wait for the duration and
transport everyone to the
reception. Then the cars
will leave from there un-
less other arrangements
are made.

PARTY BUS

Many couples opt for
a party bus to transport
themselves and/or their
wedding parties. Par-
ty buses are larger than
limousines, and as their
name implies, often es-
tablish a festive atmo-
sphere. Couples may
ask their wedding party
members to meet at the
ceremony location, and
then a party bus will take
everyone to the recep-
tion location after vows
are exchanged. Party
buses often play music
and have refreshments

available. They can be
entertaining on long
rides.

SHUTTLE BUS

Couples can consider
providing a shuttle to and
from the airport or be-
tween other points to fa-
cilitate ease for the wed-
ding party and guests. A
shuttle can take individ-
uals from the reception
site to a nearby hotel
if overnight stays have
been booked. A shuttle
can bring certain individ-
uals back to the ceremo-
ny site, a transportation
hub or another central-
ized location where they
can get to their own pri-
vate vehicles and back
home. The couple also
will need transportation
home or to embark on
the honeymoon, so it’s
helpful to have reliable
taxi service numbers or
rideshare options at the
ready.

L M=
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Transportation is not a glamourous part of wedding planning, but it is a necessity that
should be ironed out well in advance.

When Everyone Will Remember
_the Day You Say, “I Do”...

The Chapel
at Allaire

_ Village

A Non-Denominational Chapel

Located within Allaire State Park

To Reserve or Tour the Chapel,

please call our Chapel Coordinator,
Cynthia, at 732-919-3500 ext. 16

Also available for
Memorials, Vow Renewals & Baptisms

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, April 6th * 11am -
Chapel OPEN HOUSE

1pm

4263 Atlantic Avenue, Farmingdale, NJ 07727
AllaireVillage.org
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Time management tips for your wedding day

STAR NEWS GROUP

As any married couple
can attest, a wedding day
has a tendency to fly by.
Couples have much to do
on the day they tie the
knot, which can make the
day feel like a whirlwind.

Certain skills can come
in especially handy on a
wedding day, and the
ability to manage time is
certainly one of them. As
their big day draws clos-
er, couples can employ
these time management
tips to slow the day down
a little bit.

CREATE AND

DISTRIBUTE A SCHEDULE

A schedule can ensure
the happy couple and all
members of the bridal
party know when and
where they need to be
at certain times during
the day. Include all per-

tinent information on
the schedule, including
when and where hair and
makeup appointments
begin, when transpor-
tation to and from the
ceremony and reception
site will arrive and, of
course, the start time for
the ceremony. A printed
copy can help, but a dig-
ital copy sent via text or
email can guarantee the
schedule is accessible via
smartphone at all times
during the day.

COLLABORATE WITH YOUR
PHOTOGRAPHER IN ADVANCE
OF YOUR WEDDING DAY

Couples can stream-
line wedding day pho-
tography sessions by
collaborating with their
photographer in ad-
vance. During these ses-
sions, identify the bridal
party shots you want to

THIRD AVENUE

— CHO®OE@LATE ISH@PPE —

(i e Fo

Give your guests a favor they will love! From
custom boxes to cellophane bags of
chocolates, we provide a wide range of

options!

OAl s 5 o

1118 3rd Avenue, Spring Lake, NJ
thirdavenuechocolateshoppe.com
thirdavechocolateshoppe@gmail.com

732-449-7535

take and then create a
schedule of photos so
all party members know
where they need to be
and when. Some couples
choose to schedule bridal
party photoshoots before
the ceremony, while oth-
ers prefer theirs after the
couple has made it offi-
cial. Regardless of which
option couples prefer,
schedule these photos so
no time is wasted finding
bridal party members.

DON'T FORGET TO

SET ASIDE TIME TO EAT

Anything can derail a
wedding day schedule if
it’s forgotten when cou-
ples devise their initial
plan for how the day will
unfold. Couples might
be less inclined to for-
get hair and makeup ap-
pointments and photo
sessions because such

components are integral
to wedding planning. But
couples should not forget
to leave time for them-
selves and their bridal
party to eat. Schedule a
breakfast for all bridal
party members (separate
ones if couples insist on
avoiding each other un-
til the ceremony) to en-
sure no one sleeps in and
throws off the day’s time-
line. Include time to eat

lunch if the ceremony is
in late afternoon or ear-
ly evening. If you forget
to schedule time to eat,
the timeline will almost
certainly be thrown off
when everyone gets hun-
gry and requires some
sustenance.

GO OVER SCHEDULES
WITH YOUR VENDORS
In the weeks prior to
your wedding, reach out

to your vendors to con-
firm the day’s timeline.
Do this prior to handing
out a schedule to your
bridal party so no one is
confused if any last-min-
ute changes are made.

Couples have much to
manage on their wedding
days. Perhaps no compo-
nent is more important
to manage effectively
than time.

i
o . |
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Maintaining and distributing a schedule of the day’s events, including hair appointments,
can help engaged couples keep their wedding day timeline on track.

FLOWERS BY.

Fhercon 88 Rose

The only thing that should

look as beautiful as the
bride on her wedding

day... are the flowers.

e ,‘_"}

320-0941

flowersbytheresarose.com


https://thirdavenuechocolateshoppe.com
https://flowersbytheresarose.com
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Take a bite of these
wedding cake options

STAR NEWS GROUP

Something sweet
comes near the end of a
wedding reception and
that is the joy the cou-
ple experiences knowing
they have their entire
lives ahead of them to
enjoy together. However,
there is another sweet
treat that is shared near
the conclusion of the
wedding and it is typi-
cally served with tea and
coffee: the wedding cake.

Wedding cake tradi-
tions can be traced back
to the ancient Greeks
and Romans. Cakes rep-
resented good luck and
fertility for the couples
tying the knot. The first
wedding cakes were
rather bland and bread-

like, representing purity
and virginity. Some were
quite like the fruitcake
now enjoyed during the
holiday season. Even-
tually wedding cakes
transformed into the
sweet confections that
are known today. The
modern wedding cake
as most know it debuted
at the 1882 wedding of
Prince Leopold, Duke
of Albany. His wedding
cake was actually the first
to be completely edible.
Previously, some cakes
featured wooden broom-
stick pillars covered in
icing, but the Duke’s cake
used a hardened type of
icing, according to Edible
Art Bakery and Dessert
Café.

Couples today have
many options when pick-
ing their wedding cakes.
The following are some
wedding cake tidbits to
chew on.

COUPLES CAN CHOOSE
AMONG VARIOUS
CAKE STYLES

Many opt for a classic
style, which is typically
a white or ivory tiered
cake with simple, elegant
decorations. Rustic cakes
may be much less ornate,
while modern cakes may
be rectangular or square
and feature clean lines
and minimalist decora-
tion. The cake should fit

SEE CAKE PAGE 11
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Couples today have many options when picking their wedding cakes. The following are
some wedding cake tidbits to chew on.

major brands

90 day warranty

Family Owned and Operated

Capture the
Moments...

e New cameras from
¢ Used cameras with

* Custom photo printing

Est. 1977

“__Photo Center

A REAL CAMERA STORE

Learn more at THEPHOTOCENTER.COM

* PHOTOGRAPHY EXPERTS
* PERSONALIZED SERVICE

* FULL LINE OF PRO & CONSUMER
CAMERAS

Ocean & Monmouth Counties.

THEPHOTOCENTER.COM

The Largest Camera Store in

= LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
Laurel Square Plaza » 1930 Rte. 88, Brick, NJ

732-840-1333

Hikon Authorized Deaber

Heirloom Gifts
for Every
Occasion

Belleek China
Galway Crystal
Waterford Crystal
Simon Pearce Glass
Baby & Christening Gifts
Traditional Aran Knitwear
Custom Giftware
Irish Jewelry
Wedding Bands
Irish Designer Clothing
Irish Imported Foods

WOOLENS »

CRYSTAL « CHINA - GIFTWARE

1120 Third Avenue

l IS H Spring Lake, NJ 07762

RE 732.449.6650 ¢ www.NJirish.com
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Questions to ask when vetting wedding vendors

The process of plan-
ning a wedding involves
the coordination of many
different components,
including people. It can
be stressful and it can
be exciting. Chances are
the couple-to-be will be
handling conversations
with vendors they may
have never worked with
before.

It may be tempting to
simply sign on the dotted
line when hiring wedding
vendors and hope for the
best. But the process can
prove more fruitful when
couples prepare for it by
compiling a list of ques-
tions designed to ensure
they know what they’re
getting before they enter
into a contract.

IS THE DATE AVAILABLE?

The most important
question to ask is wheth-
er the vendor is avail-
able on the day you have
chosen to get married.
The house of worship or
place where you will be
exchanging vows should
be set first, and then ad-
ditional vendors can be
interviewed to confirm
their availability and the
scope of their services.

HOW LONG HAVE

YOU BEEN IN BUSINESS?

How long a company
has been in business, and
more importantly how
much experience they
have with weddings, can
be a telling detail. Ex-
perience is not always
indicative of ability, but

SEE VENDORS PAGE 15
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Couples are urged to exercise due diligence and ensure contracts with vendors specify all details before signing on the

dotted line.

DIAMONDS ~\\ - / +SUSTAINABLE
NV

/ VS AT

- 114 Main St. Manasquan | (732) 223-3766

Since 1946

-
P
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Bridal Showéi*s e Rehearsal Dinners
Private Gatherings ¢ Catering

Manera’s is an
eatery that cannot
be defined by just
one label. S T
E lH ; y
Scan for Private
Events Info

We are a restaurant
with a focus on
making your event

a memorable one,
from traditional food
we all recognize to
dishes skillfully
created by our chefs.

MANAHAWKIN BRICK

950 Cedar Bridge Ave
Brick, NJ 08723
732.451.1111

www.ManerasRestaurant.com

291 Route 72 East
Manahawkin, NJ 08050
609.756.5420


http://www.ManerasRestaurant.com
https://www.manerasrestaurant.com
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Wedding cake options

CAKE
FROM PAGE 9

the overall theme and
scope of the wedding as
it is another complemen-
tary component of the
larger celebration.

WEDDING CAKES
CAN BE QUITE COSTLY

Wedding Wire esti-
mates the average wed-
ding cake costs around
$500. One way for cou-
ples to save on their cake
is to have a faux cake on
display, with one tier that
is made from cake and
can be cut. Guests will
then be served slices of
a sheet cake that is much
less expensive.

COUPLES HAVE MANY

FLAVORS TO CHOOSE FROM

Vanilla is classic and
quite popular because it
appeals to a vast num-
ber of people. Lemon,
chocolate, and carrot are
some other popular cake
flavors. When it comes
to frosting a cake, there
are various outer coat-
ings that will encapsulate
the cake to make it both
beautiful and durable.
Buttercream, Swiss me-
ringue, fondant, cream
cheese, and ganache
all can be used in vari-
ous applications. Some
bakers attest that Swiss
meringue, due to the
addition of egg whites,
makes it a more stable
option over traditional
buttercreams, particular-

ly during warm weather.
Of course, couples can
opt for a “naked cake,”
which usually has a
scant amount of frosting
so that the cake under-
neath peeks through. A
groom’s cake used to be
tradition, but largely fell
out of favor, although it
is still alive and well in
the American South. The
groom’s cake typically is
less ornate than the wed-
ding cake, and favors the
groom’s choices in style,
interests and flavors.
Couples and their
guests look forward to
indulging in wedding
cake near the end of the
reception. The looks and
flavors of a wedding cake
can be as unique as the
couple saying, “I do.”

Picking
MENU
FROM PAGE 6

personal preferences dic-
tate the menu, particular-
ly if you have a restric-
tive diet. For example,
vegans need not insist
everyone eat a vegan
meal at the reception nor
should meat lovers insist
that every plate end up
with some red meat on
it. Diversify the menu so
people with various pref-
erences can fill up and
enjoy their dinner.

e Inquire about food
allergies. When invit-
ing guests, ask them to
cite any food allergies
they may have when
they RSVP. Many ban-
quet halls and caterers
are now accustomed to
accommodating diners
with food allergies, but
the earlier that informa-

a reception menu

tion is communicated,
the more time couples
have to pick delicious
foods that won’t compro-
mise the health of guests
who must avoid certain
dishes or ingredients.

¢ Align food with the
degree of formality. It’s
important that couples
consider the ambiance of
the wedding when pick-
ing a reception menu. A
pig roast might be ideal
for a backyard wedding,
but something more for-
mal is called for when
dining in a lavishly dec-
orated banquet hall.
Couples can keep this
in mind when choosing
the menu. It’s also no-
table that caterers tend
to have a creative side,
so they might be able to
present certain foods in
ways that match the vibe
of the wedding even if

those dishes would not
ordinarily align with the
ambiance of the recep-
tion.

e Leave the experi-
mentation to the cocktail
hour. If couples have cer-
tain exotic foods in mind,
they can still serve those
items but do so during
the cocktail hour. Guests
can simply turn down
the chance to try exotic
foods during the cocktail
hour without going hun-
gry. But a sit-down din-
ner should ensure every
guest has something to
fill their belly.

Muellers
BRKERY

WHFRE QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFFRENCE!

Our dedicated and talented team takes pride in
every aspect of our work. We approach every
wedding with the same level of care and
attention to detail as if it were our own, ensuring
your dream cake becomes a reality.

For more inspiration or to book an appointment,
kindly visit our website.

www.muellersbakery.com

732.892.0442
80 Bridge Avenue Bay Head, NJ 08742
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How to give weddings a modern touch

STAR NEWS GROUP

No two weddings are
the same. Some couples
go to great lengths to
personalize their wed-
dings, while others make
a few minor tweaks to
traditional components
to make ceremonies and
receptions more reflec-
tive of their style and the
sentiments they hope to
convey.

Embracing modern
trends is one way cou-
ples have looked to set
their weddings apart
from traditional ceremo-
nies. There are no rules
governing weddings,
and that affords couples
certain freedoms as they
seek to incorporate a
modern sensibility into
the festivities. For exam-
ple, couples can modern-
ize certain components

Al Yow Need, iy Love and Yonuly
y‘ o o\o o0 oa §oo oo

of their weddings while
remaining loyal to more
traditional elements, or
they can fully embrace a
modern aesthetic. That
choice of how modern to
make a wedding is up to
the couple tying the knot,
but the following are
some ways to give wed-
dings a modern touch.

LEAVE A SMALL
CARBON FOOTPRINT

Eco-conscious couples
can embrace an envi-
ronmentalist ethos when
planning their weddings
by doing everything they
can to eliminate waste
and promote conser-
vation. Send electronic
invitations and save-
the-date cards in lieu of
paper alternatives and

SEE MODERN PAGE 17
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Embracing modern trends is one way couples have looked to set their weddings apart from traditional ceremonies.

Custom Donuts for Your Wedding

¢ Donut Bar ¢ Donut Stands ® Wedding Decorations ® Donut Towers ® Favors And More
A Chic and Indulgent Treat That’s Just as Tasty as It is Beautiful

www.topthatdonuts.com ® www.facebook.com/topthatdonuts
210 Ocean Avenue ® Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742 « 732-899-2552

TAKE YOUR PARTY
TO THE NEXT LEVEL WITH
A VITAMIN DRIP EXPERIENCE

DRIPBAR PARTIES ARE PERFECT FOR: (s sionsis

WHETHER YOU ARE PREPARING FOR AN OCCASION, RECOVERING FROM A CELEBRATION, OR
JUST WANT TO HAVE SOME HEALTHY FUN. THE DRIPBAR IS HERE TO HELP! WE WILL WORK
CLOSELY WITH YOU TO DESIGN A RELAXING AND REJUVENATING EXPERIENCE TO REMEMBER.

for groups of 6 or more!

THE

VITAMIN THERAPY

Feed your Cells.
Fuel your Life.

Limit one per client.


http://www.topthatdonuts.com
http://www.facebook.com/topthatdonuts
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WEWILL @
GLADLY TAKE BACK
ANY UNOPENED
BOTTLES YOU DON'T USE!

WE

WE WILL HELP YOU TO CUSTOMIZE
YOUR EVENT TO YOUR NEEDS AND BUDGET!

- c Richardl, Sarah, Kilo & Li
« Everything is always on sale for your event! e

owone PURR'N
seoms POQCH'

» We are always available
during your event!

+ If you're running low, we will deliver more
merchandise to you to keep the party going!

WE DELIVER! ALWAYS NO CHARGE! PET RESORTS
b ]
E GAN S Tinton Falls ¢ 732.842.4949 | Wall Township ¢ 732.528.8100
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS PURRNPOOCH.COM

SPRING LAKE, NJ 732.449.7090 = SEA GIRT, NJ 732.449.7091

MR.OHRIM] nar ™ Weston Gallery

SEA F O 732-68 1 -7755 Extraordinary Jewelry  Original Artwork

L |

RESTA TAT AN D I:/IA RKET ;'x:::rﬂr:?f:l::;:d @W @QWM d@wgh#
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Full Menu & Pricing Available at www.mrshrimp.com Custom handmade jewelry for a once-in-o-lifetime love
Call 732-681-7755 or One-of-a-kind engagement rings and wedding jewelry

. . . of Ll 79 Main Street, Manasquan ¢ 732-292-1664
Email vpshrimp@gmail.com for availability ] Visit wavw.westongalleries.com )



http://www.westongalleries.com
http://www.mrshrimp.com
http://www.mrshrimp.com
mailto:vpshrimp@gmail.com
https://purrnpooch.com
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The responsibilities of bridal party members

STAR NEWS GROUP

A couple’s wedding
day is one they will nev-
er forget. Guests’ focus
is squarely on the happy
couple on the day they’re
set to make their union
official. However, hap-
py couples are not the
only ones with import-
ant roles to play during a
wedding.

Being asked to be in a
bridal party is a unique
honor. With that honor
comes responsibility, as
each person in a bridal
party can do their own
part to ensure a couple’s
wedding day is a success.

MAID OR MATRON OF HONOR

A maid of honor and
matron of honor perform
the same functions. The
terms are simply unique
because a maid of honor

Amanda Norman

Photograph
Booking 2024 + 2025

www.amandanormanphotography.com
Instagram: amanda_norman_photography

refers to a person who
has not yet gotten mar-
ried, while the term ma-
tron of honor is used for
a person who has gotten
married. Brides also may
choose a man to serve as
man of honor. Whatever
title is appropriate, the
person who serves in this
capacity will help the
bride plan the wedding,
including being there to
offer insight when shop-
ping for a wedding dress.
This person also may co-
ordinate the bachelorette
party and periodically
speak with bridesmaids
to ensure everyone is on
schedule. The maid of
honor will typically give
a bridal toast during the
reception.

BEST MAN
Don’t let the title fool
you, as many couples

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Each person in a bridal party can do their own part to ensure a couple’s wedding day is a
success.

now choose to have a man may be asked to tasked with organiz-
best woman. Like the help with wedding plan- ing the bachelor party
maid of honor, the best ning and is typically and toasting the groom

during the reception. The
best man also can help to
ensure groomsmen are
on schedule with tuxedo
fittings.

BRIDESMAIDS/GROOMSMEN

Bridesmaids stand be-
side the bride during the
wedding ceremony. They
can help with planning
and help to resolve any
last-minute issues that
may arise on the big day,
such as a vendor arriving
late.

Groomsmen stand
next to the groom during
the ceremony and may
be asked to help the best
man plan the bachelor
party. Both bridesmaids
and groomsmen also may
be asked to help host

SEE BRIDAL PAGE 15

The Proud Peacock, Gift Shop
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Questions to ask vendors

VENDORS
FROM PAGE 10

vendors with long track
records of success may
prove easy to work with.

ARE YOU INSURED?
Check if the vendor is
insured. It can be a risky
proposition to work with
vendors who are not in-
sured.

WILL YOU BE ON SITE
TO OVERSEE THINGS?
From florists to private
caterers to specialty per-
formers, it is acceptable
to ask vendors if they
will be there the day of
the wedding to manage
things or if it will be a
third party or another
representative. Confirm
all pertinent details, in-
cluding who will be there
on the day of the wed-
ding, in advance.

WHAT IS YOUR
PAYMENT SCHEDULE AND
CANCELLATION POLICY?

Understand how the
vendor expects to be
paid. Many business-
es require a deposit up
front to book the date.
Some may want pay-
ment in full a week or
so before the wedding
day. Others may enable
you to make monthly
payments for a set peri-
od of time. Ask how the
vendor handles cancel-
lations, and whether any
deposit or portion of the
money already paid will
be refunded.

WHEN IS THE LAST POSSIBLE
DATE FOR MAKING CHANGES?

Know how long you
have to make any chang-
es to your plans, colors,
music choices, or other
details.

ARE THERE ANY
ADDITIONAL FEES?

It’s important to deter-
mine if gratuity, travel,
overtime charges, clean-
ing fees, or any other
charges are included in
the contract or if it leaves
room for additional ex-
penses.

IS MINE YOUR ONLY WEDDING
THAT DAY? HOW DO YOU
HANDLE CONFLICTS?

Figure out if the ven-
dor handles just one
wedding per day or if
they have staff to cover
multiple weddings on a
given date.

DO PRICES DIFFER
DEPENDING ON TIME OF DAY,
MONTH OR YEAR?

Certain dates are bus-
ier than others. Find out
if the vendor charges a
premium for holidays or
particular times of the
year.

Bridal party members
responsibilities

BRIDAL
FROM PAGE 14

events leading up to the
big day, such as a shower
or engagement party.

RING BEARER/FLOWER GIRL

The roles of ring bear-
er and flower girl are
typically filled by young
relatives of the couple,
such as nieces, nephews
or young cousins. The
flower girl walks down
the aisle in advance of
the bride, spreading ped-
als as she goes. The ring
bearer carries the wed-
ding rings down the aisle.

PARENTS

If they choose to do
so, parents of the happy
couple can help to pay
for the wedding. The
custom of the bride’s
parents paying the en-
tire bill has largely fallen
by the wayside, as many
modern couples now pay
for their own weddings.
Parents can offer to pay
for the engagement party
and/or rehearsal dinner,
but such generosity is
not expected of them.

Serving in a wedding
party is a unique and
humbling honor. The
roles of each person in
the party vary, and party

members who want to do
their best for the couple
can study up on their re-
sponsibilities in advance
of the big day.

GETTING
MARRIED?

PLACE YOUR
WEDDING
ANNOUNCEMENT
ON OUR WEBSITE!
StarNewsGroup.com
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Simple tips to plan a fun and relaxing cocktail hour

STAR NEWS GROUP

With so much on their
dockets in relation to
wedding planning, en-
gaged couples can be
forgiven if certain com-
ponents garner less at-
tention than others. The
ceremony and recep-
tion are bound to stay
on couples’ radar, but
what about the time in
between saying “I do”
and cutting a rug on the
reception room dance
floor?

Cocktail hours are a
great way to keep guests
entertained between the
ceremony and the recep-
tion. Many couples use
this period to take their
bridal party wedding
photos, so offering guests
a little food and some
drinks during a cocktail

valerie @barba

DDS

L

general & cosmetic denfistry

* 20 UNITS OF BOTOX
* 1SYRINGE OF VOLLURE
*» ZOOM WHITENING

b e

P ACKAGE

TOTAL PACKAGE « VALUED AT $2108,
OFFERED AT ONLY $1690

il

(732) 223-4416

www.ValerieBarbaDDS.com

2399 Hwy 34, Ste. A4,
Manasquan, NJ 08736

hour can benefit every-
one. Planning a cocktail
hour is not a significant
undertaking, but couples
can keep a few pointers
in mind as they plan this
interim period between
the ceremony and recep-
tion.

OPT FOR AN OUTDOOR
COCKTAIL HOUR
WHEN POSSIBLE
Couples tying the knot
in spring, summer or
fall at a venue with am-
ple outdoor entertaining
space can choose to host
the cocktail hour outside.
This reduces the likeli-
hood that guests will feel
cramped and it also sets
a positive tone for the re-
mainder of the evening.
A balcony, patio or roof-
top entertaining area can
be great spaces for guests
to mingle prior to the re-
ception.

Each person in a bridal party can do their own part to ensure a couple’s wedding day is a success.

OFFER SEATING

Cocktail hours tend be
stand-up affairs where
guests mingle with long-
lost friends or relatives
while enjoying some light
hors d’oeuvres. However,
older guests or guests
with small children will
appreciate some seating.
Couples need not ensure
there’s a seat for each
guest, but some strate-
gically located high-tops
and more traditional ta-
bles for guests with mo-
bility issues can ensure
anyone who needs to sit
down can do so.

GIVE GUESTS
SOMETHING TO DO

If the cocktail hour
will be a full hour or
more, couples can con-
sider ways to help guests
pass the time. Some may
be content to relax and
chat with friends and
family over a drink, but
others may grow a little
bored as the hour drags

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

on. A photobooth or sel-
fie station so couples can
have a ready-made wed-
ding album before the
reception begins can be
fun for guests. For less
formal affairs, consider
providing some popular
outdoor games, like corn-
hole and bocce.

SET A TONE WITH MUSIC

Music can help set the
tone for a cocktail hour,
which is not meant to
get the ball rolling on the
dancing-heavy revelry to
come during the recep-
tion. Some simple instru-
mental music, whether
it’s provided by a live
string quartet or pre-re-
corded, can establish the
cocktail hour as a peace-
ful period to relax, chat,
eat a little, and enjoy a
drink before the recep-
tion begins. Reserve the
dance music for when
the reception hits full
swing.


https://www.valeriebarbadds.com
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Modern touches for weddings

MODERN
FROM PAGE 12

choose a reception venue
that serves only locally
sourced food and bever-
ages. In lieu of wedding
favors, which tend to be
individually wrapped,
make a donation in
guests’ names to a local
environmental group
and share that informa-
tion with loved ones.
When picking a hotel for
guests, find lodging that
incorporates sustainabil-
ity into its day-to-day op-
erations.

RETIRE CERTAIN
TRADITIONS
Couples need not feel
pressured to incorporate
traditions that no longer
reflect modern sensi-
bilities. It’s up to cou-

ples to determine which
traditions to retire, but
customs like the garter
toss and bouquet toss
may no longer resonate
with modern couples or
their guests. In addition,
brides who want to be
walked down the aisle by
both of their parents, as
opposed to just their fa-
ther, should not hesitate
to do so.

LOOK FOR A
MODERN VENUE

One of the most
awe-inspiring ways to
give a wedding a modern
touch is to choose a ven-
ue that reflects a mod-
ern aesthetic. Vaulted
ceilings, white walls and
floor-to-ceiling windows
can create a clean, mod-
ern feel. Outdoor cere-

monies also can create a
modern ambiance.

ADJUST YOUR ATTIRE

Black tuxedos and
white wedding dresses
are among the first things
to come to mind when
imagining traditional
weddings. Couples can
stay formal but embrace
a more modern look by
choosing more colorful
tuxes for grooms and
groomsmen and picking
a wedding gown with a
flair of color. Brides also
can allow bridesmaids
to pick their own brides-
maid dresses to expand
the modern look even
further.

There’s no shortage of
ways for couples to give
their weddings a modern
touch.
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Picture Perfect Weddings
Accommodating up to 275 Guests in our Ballroom

Separate Rooms for your Private Ceremony,
Cocktail Hour, Reception and Exclusive After Party

Brand New Courtyard and Gardens

Contact us to schedule your private tour &
let one of our expert sales consultants customize
a wedding package to fit your needs

Also consider one of our beautifully decorated rooms
for Anniversaries, Engagement Parties, Bridal or
Baby Showers, Rebearsal Dinners and more

732-449-6630
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Pointers for post- wedding brunch

STAR NEWS GROUP

A post-wedding
brunch is a nice way to
wrap up a wedding week-
end and gives a newly
married couple a chance
to spend more time with
close friends and family,
particularly if the couple
isn’t immediately leav-
ing for the honeymoon.
A brunch is the perfect
way to send guests on
their way with a few ex-
tra hugs and full bellies.

A brunch is not a ne-
cessity by any means, but
it is a nice gesture and a
good way to wrap up a
wedding weekend. Cou-
ples who plan on hosting
brunches can consider
these tips.

¢ Delegate: The happy
couple already has a lot
of details on their plate
to ensure the wedding

occurs with minimal hic-
cups. A parent or mem-
ber of the bridal party
may want to take on
the task of planning the
brunch to alleviate stress
on the newly betrothed.

e Funding: There are
no hard rules about who

Jill

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
A post-wedding brunch is the perfect way to wrap up a successful wedding celebration.

will pay for the brunch,
but typically it is the per-
son who hosts it. Couples
may want to set aside
funds in their budgets for
the brunch, or parents of
the couple may want to
contribute.

JERSEY COAST

L
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Partner

FAMILY LAW

Heather Capp, Esa.
Managing Attorney

Lisa Steirman Harvey, Esq.

Senior Associate

Our skilled family law attorneys are here to guide you as you embark on a new
phase of life with legal matters, including:
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To schedule a free consultation, call: 732-361-4718 or submit a request online.
Trust us to guide you with compassion and expertise.

Visit us at

WWW.JERSEYCOASTFAMILYLAW.COM

e Timing: Seeing as it
likely was a late evening
prior, the brunch should
occur as late as possible
in the morning, with 11
a.m. or noon a good start
time so everyone has a
chance to sleep in and
recuperate.

¢ Ease: The brunch
planner should make it
easy on himself or her-
self by finding a venue
that is close by. Some-
times that venue may be
a lodging location if the
couple arranged for over-
night accommodations.
For example, if overnight
guests stayed at a hotel
near the reception site,
that hotel may have a
small conference or par-
ty room where brunch
can be held. The brunch
planner can work with
the hotel staff to cater the
brunch; otherwise, find a
nearby restaurant that
specializes in breakfast
or brunch foods that is
convenient to most.

e Invites: For those
with big budgets, any-
one can be invited to the
wedding brunch, but it
may be more manageable

if it is restricted to only
close friends and family,
or only those who opted
for the overnight wed-
ding accommodations.

e Gifts: There is no
need to offer another
favor at the wedding
brunch. However, if any
favors from the wedding
were left behind, they
can be displayed at the
brunch in case any guests
forgot to take theirs.

e Duration: A 2- to 21/2-
hour brunch is sufficient.

¢ Food: Brunch implies
a mix of breakfast and
lunch treats, which can
include bagels, muffins,
omelets, waffles, cold
cuts, and quiches. While
cocktails like mimosas or
bellinis may be offered,
they’re not necessary af-
ter a night of indulgence.
In fact, coffee and tea
may be more coveted.

SUSTAINABLE, UNIQUE & LONG-LASTING
LIVE PLANT CENTERPIECES and DECOR

Set your event apart with distinctive, nature-inspired live plant
centerpieces and decor. We'll collaborate to craft a truly memorable
experience, using hand-selected living greenery tailored to your

Neptune City Shopping Center | 116 3RD AVE at RT. 35 S, Neptune City
732.749.7627 | eucalyptusplantshop.com | @ EUCALYPTUSNJ

preferences and budget.

EUCALYPTUS

HOUSEPLANES & HOME
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It's Time to Plan Your Wedding

WHERE TO BEGIN?

contact Calli Heenan
for info and planning questionnaire

www.thebridesdeputy.com
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CONTACT US

ABOUT OUR VENUE

700 NJ-71
Spring Lake, NJ 07762

60 Hotel Rooms

With group room blocks available

2 Bridal Suites

One complimentary suite the day of the wedding
2 Ballrooms
With a capacity of up to 350

Skylight Ceremony Room
With a capacity of 150+

World Class Cuisine

By Executive Chef Abel Urena

& Visit Us

W theshoreclubnj.com

Call Us
732-449-3666

Email Us

= events@theshore

clubnj.com
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