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Call Today to Schedule your Private Tour!

CLARKS LANDING
YACHT CLUB

847 Arnold Ave
Point Pleasant, NJ 08742

(732) 899-5559

clarkslandingwedding.com

THE MILL
•  LAKESIDE MANOR •

1309 Ocean Road
Spring Lake Heights, NJ 07762

(732) 449-1800

themilllakesidemanor.com

An Experience Uniquely Yours!
New Jersey Premier Wedding Venues

Susan Hennessey Photography

Erica Lillie Productions
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www.bentleydiamond.com
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You’re getting married!
And whether you profess your love for one another on Negril’s 
famed Seven Mile Beach in Jamaica, or say I do in the Caribbean’s 
fi rst Over-the-Water Serenity Wedding Chapels at Sandals® 
Grande St. Lucian and Sandals South Coast — we want your 
wedding to be the most talked about event of the year.

Plus, your Wedding Entourage — a personal Wedding Planner 
and a dedicated Resort Wedding Event Team — will be with 
you every step of the way. Our expertise, together with our 
free Wedding Essentials, is guaranteed to make your wedding 
simply spectacular!

 1100 Route 88  |  Point Pleasant 
732-899-8400  |  info@thetravelsmiths.com

“Changing how you see the world”

mailto:info@thetravelsmiths.com
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Why plan a Destination 
Wedding? There is a 
common misconcep-

tion that destination weddings 
are too expensive and luxurious 
for most couples’ budgets. In 
reality, they are less expensive 
than traditional weddings. En-
vision a wedding day, where 
you, your partner and all of your 
family and friends gather to 
celebrate your love in the des-
tination of your dreams. Instead 
of a one-day event, a destina-
tion wedding gives the bride 
and groom enough time to not 
only get married, but to revel in 
the showers of love from their 
wedding guests. From coordi-
nating travel arrangements to 
envisioning color schemes, the 
attention to detail in planning 
a destination wedding must be 
precise.

BELOW ARE A FEW WORDS 
FROM ONE OF OUR 

DESTINATION BRIDES:
“I wanted a vacation and a 

wedding at the same time. Even 
though the wedding was held 
on one day, it felt like a 7 day 
wedding! Leading up to the cer-
emony, every day was an expe-
rience. The day before, the day 

of and the moments leading up 
to the ceremony at the intimate 
chapel at the El Dorado Royale - 
from beginning to end we were 
spending time with people we 
love. This was the first time I 
ever used a travel agency and 
a wedding coordinator. I had 
wedding guests come from 
Brazil, and TravelSmiths helped 
them by communicating be-
tween the whole party in figur-
ing out everyone’s itineraries. I 
didn’t have to worry about any-
thing. The planning process of a 
wedding is so stressful.”- Rubia.

TravelSmiths partners with 
wedding coordinator, Kate An-
derson, Simply Sapphire Events 

to take on the heavy lifting 
behind-the-scenes work of all 
aspects of the wedding that 
makes planning stress free for 
the couple.

“Connecting with Kate of Sim-
ply Sapphire Events is the best 
and she made sure to contact 
the vendors on my behalf. She 
communicated our vision and 
executed it beyond what I ever 
wanted. TravelSmiths has great 
relationships with the resort, 
which made me more com-
fortable if a problem had ever 
happened, but everything was 
perfect.” - Rubia.

TravelSmiths is an Award Win-
ning, Full-Service, Storefront 

Agency with over 34 years in 
the travel industry. No matter 
the destination, size, or type 
of wedding, our destination 
wedding and honeymoon travel 
specialists will help you every 
step of the way. With countless 
relationships with general man-
agers, hotel owners, and on-site 

wedding teams of properties, 
TravelSmiths will ensure an 
amazing experience for you and 
your guests. For us, planning 
your destination wedding is all 
about making your special day 
exceed your expectations and 
endlessly be a day you will nev-
er, ever forget!

We handpicked our following 
preferred partners to round 
out a seamless destination 
wedding/honeymoon planning 
experience. 

• Destination Wedding Coordi-
nator – Simply Sapphire Events 

• Destination Wedding Web-
site Developer – Vinsite 

“Changing how you see the world”

– ADVERTORIAL –

Plan Your Romantic Destination Wedding with TravelSmiths

1100 Route 88  •  Point Pleasant, NJ 
732-899-8400  •  info@thetravelsmiths.com

www.TravelSmiths.com

Contact TravelSmiths today to discuss the Wedding or Honeymoon of your dreams.

mailto:info@thetravelsmiths.com
http://www.TravelSmiths.com
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Girls
Layette, Infant, Toddler • Sizes 4-12

Boys
Layette, Infant, Toddler • Sizes 4-8

A Large Selection of Styles & Sizes, 
Shoes, Accessories & Gift Items

2022 Communion & Flower Girl Dresses

602 Union Ave/Rt. 71
Brielle ~ 732-528-6966

Layaway • Giftwrap • VISA/MC/DISC
Monday-Friday 10-5:30

Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 11-4

joan calabresejoan calabrese
for Mon Cheri

Please Call for
an Appointment

Suits & tuxedos for
the little guys too!

 How to give weddings 
a modern touch

 STAR NEWS GROUP

No two weddings are 
the same. Some couples 
go to great lengths to 
personalize their wed-
dings, while others make 
a few minor tweaks to 
traditional components 
to make ceremonies and 
receptions more reflec-
tive of their style and the 
sentiments they hope to 
convey.

Embracing modern 
trends is one way cou-
ples have looked to set 
their weddings apart 
from traditional ceremo-
nies. There are no rules 
governing weddings, 
and that a� ords couples 
certain freedoms as they 
seek to incorporate a 
modern sensibility into 
the festivities. For exam-
ple, couples can modern-
ize certain components 
of their weddings while 
remaining loyal to more 
traditional elements, or 
they can fully embrace a 
modern aesthetic. That 
choice of how modern to 
make a wedding is up to 
the couple tying the knot, 
but the following are 
some ways to give wed-
dings a modern touch.

 LEAVE A SMALL
CARBON FOOTPRINT

Eco-conscious couples 
can embrace an envi-
ronmentalist ethos when 
planning their weddings 
by doing everything they 
can to eliminate waste 
and promote conser-
vation. Send electronic 
invitations and save-
the-date cards in lieu of 
paper alternatives and 
choose a reception venue 
that serves only locally 
sourced food and bever-
ages. In lieu of wedding 

favors, which tend to be 
individually wrapped, 
make a donation in 
guests’ names to a local 
environmental group 
and share that informa-
tion with loved ones. 
When picking a hotel for 
guests, fi nd lodging that 
incorporates sustainabil-
ity into its day-to-day op-
erations.

 RETIRE CERTAIN TRADITIONS
Couples need not feel 

pressured to incorporate 
traditions that no longer 
reflect modern sensi-
bilities. It’s up to cou-
ples to determine which 
traditions to retire, but 
customs like the garter 
toss and bouquet toss 
may no longer resonate 
with modern couples or 
their guests. In addition, 
brides who want to be 
walked down the aisle by 
both of their parents, as 
opposed to just their fa-
ther, should not hesitate 
to do so.

 LOOK FOR A MODERN VENUE 
One of the most 

awe-inspiring ways to 
give a wedding a modern 
touch is to choose a ven-
ue that reflects a mod-
ern aesthetic. Vaulted 
ceilings, white walls and 
fl oor-to-ceiling windows 
can create a clean, mod-
ern feel. Outdoor cere-
monies also can create a 
modern ambiance.

 ADJUST YOUR ATTIRE 
Black tuxedos and 

white wedding dresses 
are among the fi rst things 
to come to mind when 
imagining traditional 
weddings. Couples can 
stay formal but embrace 
a more modern look by 
choosing more colorful 
tuxes for grooms and 
groomsmen and picking 
a wedding gown with a 
fl air of color. Brides also 
can allow bridesmaids 
to pick their own brides-
maid dresses to expand 
the modern look even 
further.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

There’s no shortage of ways for couples to give their wed-
dings a modern touch.
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– ADVERTORIAL –

Ask the expert
Lisa Porada, founder of Chocolate Carousel and Executive Pastry chef is passionate 

about cake design and offers advice on creating an amazing cake for your event!

What trends are you seeing 
for 2022?

Wedding Cake designs 
are constantly evolving 
so it is important to work 
with a baker that stays 
informed on trends and 
has extensive experience. 
We are seeing “decon-
structed” cakes catching 
on for 2022 where cou-
ples choose a variety of 

smaller cakes in di�erent 
designs and flavors. Also 
cakes with pops of col-
ors and metallics are very 
popular this year.

What questions should 
couples ask their baker?

It’s important to ask 
about the size and expe-
rience of the team. Also 
find out about their deliv-
ery process. It’s important 
that your baker is part of 
a team to ensure there 
are no surprises when it 
comes time to make your 
cake.

Is it a good idea to have a 
friend or relative make your 
wedding cake?

It’s totally understand-
able why this seems ap-

pealing as a way to save 
some money but when 
it comes to weddings, 
our advice is to work 
with the professionals. 
We have worked with so 
many couples needing a 
last minute wedding cake 
because their relative got 
sick, their friend backed 
out etc. Plus, the profes-
sionals understand com-
plex cake construction 
and delivery techniques!

How far in advance should 
you order your wedding cake?

This can vary depend-
ing on your bakery, but 
if you are working with a 
popular bakery that does 
a lot of wedding work, 
like Chocolate Carousel, 

you should reach out 6-8 
months in advance of 
your event to get the ball 
rolling.

What is the cost of a wed-
ding cake?

In New Jersey, the cost 
for a wedding cake rang-
es from $6-$15 per slice. 
What affects the over-
all cost is the size of the 
cake, unique flavors and 
detail of design. Labor on 
a custom cake is the big-
gest factor in cost.

 Don’t forget to have fun 
with the process, this is 
the time to be creative and 
bring your cake dreams to 
life!

PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA PORADA

Cakes by Chocolate Carousel

2510 Belmar Blvd., Wall
732-280-0606

chocolatecarousel.com

www.chocolatecarousel.com
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A Non-Denominational Chapel
Located within Allaire State Park.

To Reserve or Tour the Chapel,
please call our Wedding Coordinator at

732-919-3500, ext. 16
~

Also available for
Memorials, Vow Renewals & Baptisms

4263 Atlantic Avenue, Farmingdale, NJ 07727 
AllaireVillage.org

When Everyone Will Remember the Day You Say, “I Do”…

The Chapel at 
Allaire Village

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, April 2nd • 11am - 1pm 

Chapel Open House

Cater wedding menus 
to guests’ dietary needs
STAR NEWS GROUP

Gone are the days 
when wedding reception 
menus were limited to 
the one-size-fits-all of-
ferings of meat, chicken 
or fish. Thanks to mod-
ern diets, couples hoping 
to accommodate guests 
may need to provide a 
wide array of food choic-
es.

It is impossible to pin-
point an exact number, 
as there are no definitive 
surveys classifying all 
dietary preferences, but 
there are believed to be 
around 7.9 million peo-
ple in the United States 
who follow a vegetari-
an-based diet. Of those 
people, around one mil-
lion are strictly vegan, 
according to data in The 
Economist. In addition, 
NYU Langone Health 
says one-third of Amer-
icans are trying to avoid 
gluten. The Gluten Free 
Agency, which is a con-
sulting group dedicated 
to helping advertisers, 

says some nine million 
people in Canada are go-
ing gluten-free now for 
medical or personal rea-
sons. Toss in the scores 
of people with peanut or 
other allergies and even 
more caution is needed 
when designing wedding 
menus. 

Savvy couples who 
have guests’ health and 
comfort in mind recog-
nize the importance of 
offering a varied meal 
plan for wedding-relat-
ed parties and recep-
tions. The following are 
some ideas to consider 
when planning wedding 
menus.

CONSIDER A 
BUFFET-STYLE SERVICE

Although couples 
might like the tradition 
and flair that a seated/
plated meal o�ers, it cre-
ates a much more limit-
ed selection of meal op-
tions. Bu�et-style dinner 
service often provides 
couples with multiple 
choices, and it’s much 

more likely they can 
come up with a combi-
nation that caters to any 
food allergies or dietary 
restrictions guests may 
have.

OPT FOR FOOD 
STATIONS

 In lieu of one long buf-
fet table, a modern ap-
proach is to have sta�ed 
food stations. Foods as 
well as their ingredients 
can be clearly stated on 
food table placards so 
guests can make appro-
priate choices.

OFFER ALTERNATIVES 
FOR DESSERT 

Wedding cake can be 
a challenge to someone 
with a gluten sensitivity 
or an egg or a nut allergy. 
While not every guest in-
dulges in dessert, make it 
a point to o�er an alter-
native to cake. Perhaps a 
groom’s cake can be re-
vamped into gluten-free 
cookie bars or a nut-free 
trifle.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Couples who know in advance which types of dietary restrictions their guests have can 
work with caterers to devise a menu that suits everyone.

www.allairevillage.org
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F A I R

Perfect destination for
Bridal Showers, Rehearsal Dinners,

 Engagement Parties, Intimate Gatherings and 
All Your Celebratory Events

1414 Meetinghouse Road, Sea Girt 
732-223-6658 
SFSeaGirt.com

the food, the wine, the experience...

Tuesday-Friday 11:30am-10pm • Saturday 4-11pm • Sunday 3-9pm

Happy Hour Every Tuesday-Friday 3-6pm

VOTED MOST ROMANTIC RESTAURANT

ScarboroughScarborough

Show your 
guests some 
love…with 
chocolate!

Custom crafted…
Sweet Treats wedding favors
Sweet Dreams hotel guest bags 
                 and rehearsal gifts 
Choc-cuterie dessert trays

We’ll help 
bring your 

vision to life!

527 Bay Avenue 
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742 

848.232.1017

– ADVERTORIAL –

Treat your guests with a sweet ending to a 
perfect day…send them home smiling with 

beautiful chocolate favors from Sweet Revenge!
Jersey Shore na-

tive Meg O’Malley 
crafts premium 
chocolates at her 
quaint shop at 527 
Bay Ave. in down-
town Point Pleasant 
Beach.

The chocolati-
er creates favors in 
many shapes and 
sizes to meet your 
vision.

Sweet  Treat 
choices range from 
seashells and bark to 
truffles, nonpareils, 
and lollipops.

O’Malley works 
with brides and 

grooms to fit any 
theme and budget. 

Popular presenta-
tion options include 
clear “flight” boxes, 
burlap or organza 
bags, and individual 
boxes or clear bags.

Favors can be per-
sonalized with rib-
bons in your choice 
of color.  

And for a very 
special “welcome”, 
thank your hotel 
guests with a Sweet 
Dreams bag!

Let Sweet Re-
venge help make 
your special day ex-
tra sweet! 

527 Bay Avenue, Point Pleasant Beach, NJ  08742         848.232.1017

www.sfseagirt.com
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ExquisiteExquisite
If you can dream it, we can make it come true.

 ENGAGEMENT RINGS

SAVE UP TO 20% OFF 
Select Bands & Engagement Rings

636 Arnold Avenue, Pt. Pleasant Beach • 732-892-3535
www.goldfevercatchit.com
goldfevercatchit@verizon.net 

...  Catch It ...  Watch ItC h I W h I

• We Specialize in Large Certified Diamond Sales and  
   Have a Great Selection in Stock, from 1.00ct to over 3.00ct
• All Diamonds are GIA Certified and Supreme Quality
• Pre-Owned Rolex Watches 
• Watch Repairs, Restoration, and Waterproofing
• Custom Watch Accessories for All Your Timepieces
• Laser Eyeglass Repair

Not affiliated with Rolex USA

…Catch It…Watch It

732.892.3535
636 Arnold Avenue, Point Pleasant Beach, NJ • www.goldfevercatchit.com

HOURS: Tuesday thru Friday 10-5:30 Saturday 10-5 Closed Sun. & Mon.
www.bouquetstoremember.com • Find us on Facebook

Stunning Floral 
Arrangements for 
your Special Day

Flowers and Gifts
732.528.0300
123 Main Street, Manasquan

Features to look for in an 
outdoor wedding venue

STAR NEWS GROUP

Couples will remem-
ber their wedding day 
for the rest of their lives. 
The day a couple says “I 
do” is often the culmina-
tion of months of plan-
ning, and much of those 
efforts are dedicated to 
creating a special cer-
emony that will create 
cherished memories.

The choice of venue 
is a significant decision, 
and today’s couples have 
more options regarding 
where to tie the knot 
than ever before. Many 
couples on the cusp of 
getting hitched are look-
ing to do so in the great 
outdoors. 

Nature took center 
stage at weddings in 
2020, as many couples 
moved their ceremonies 
outdoors to adhere to 
government guidelines 
issued in response to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Couples considering 
outdoor venues for their 
weddings can look for 
certain features that can 
make the big day as spe-
cial as it is safe.

BACKDROP
An awe-inspir ing 

backdrop, whether it’s 
the natural beauty of a 
mountaintop or a beach 
with the sound of ocean 
waves crashing into the 
shoreline, can make for 
great photos and a cere-
mony couples and their 
guests will never forget.

PLAN B
Couples may work 

hard to ensure every-
thing goes o� without a 
hitch, but ultimately the 
elements are in control 
during outdoor wedding 

ceremonies. So cou-
ples hoping to host an 
outdoor ceremony may 
want to look for sites 
that have a readily acces-
sible indoor option just 
in case Mother Nature 
is not cooperating. Many 
reception venues are ca-
pable of hosting indoor 
and outdoor ceremonies 
as well as dinners, so this 
might be the best option 
for couples who want to 
have outdoor weddings 
during times of the year 
when weather is typical-
ly inclement or unpre-
dictable, such as winter, 
early spring or late fall.

LIGHTING
What’s awe-inspiring 

in person may be hard 
to capture on film. Cou-
ples may want to bring 
their wedding photog-
raphers along as they 
search for outdoor cere-
mony sites. Professional 
photographers can help 
couples determine which 

sites will make for great 
photos and which ones 
might make it hard to 
capture the beauty of the 
site’s surroundings.

ACCESSIBILITY
Couples will want to 

make sure all of their 
guests can be there to 
witness the ceremo-
ny. Before choosing an 
outdoor ceremony site, 
consider those guests 
who may have mobility 
issues, such as grand-
parents. A midday hike 
up a mountain might be 
doable for most guests, 
but it may exclude oth-
ers from witnessing the 
ceremony. Try to find an 
outdoor ceremony site 
that’s readily accessible 
to everyone. In addition, 
keep in mind that the 
more accessible a site 
is the easier it is to get 
away and get indoors if 
the weather takes a sud-
den, unexpected turn for 
the worse. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Outdoor weddings are wildly popular. Couples who find out-
door ceremony sites with certain features may rest easier 
knowing they and their guests are safe and sound no matter 
what Mother Nature has in store come the big day. 

http://www.goldfevercatchit.com
http://www.bouquetstoremember.com
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Jimmy Pecci’s Taste of Italy
Exclusive caterers of these exceptional venues

Taste of Italy has over 20 years of experience catering a variety 
of corporate and social events. You can choose from one of our 

Buffet Packages, Sit Down Service or Ala Carte Menu.

We can create a personalized and customized menu
 for any occasion.

South Wall Banquet Hall 
2605 Atlantic Avenue, Wall Township, NJ

732-403-7003
www.SWBanquets@gmail.com

The Venue
1033 West Park Ave., Ocean Township, NJ

848-444-3026
thevenuebyjimmypecci@gmail.com

Banquet Room & Bar area 
can accomodate up to 200 seated guests

Outdoor Pergola for Ceremonies

Open House is 
Last Tuesday of Each Month from 5-7pm

Accommodations include:
A Bridal Suite

Sitdown and Buffet Packages

Valet Services • Bartenders
Maitre d

Can accomodate up to 300 guests or 500 for Cocktails

Open House is 
Second Tuesday of Each Month from 5-7pm

Tinton Falls (South) 
4060 Asbury Ave. (In the Shoppes)

732-922-9393

Tinton Falls (North) 
1201 Sycamore Ave. (In the Falls Village)

732-542-2700
www.TasteOfItalyMarket.com

BYOB
Large Parking Lots

Allergy Sensitive 
Options

Offi ciant Services

Near All 
Major Highways
 & Close to the 

Beach

Complete Setup, 
Breakdown & Cleanup

Personal Tours 
Available by 

Appointment

~ Elegant Events ~
Weddings • Sweet Sixteen • Bridal Shower • Baby Shower 

Birthday Parties Anniversaries • Holiday Parties 
School Functions • Fundraisers • Corporate Events • LBGTQIA Friendly

http://www.SWBanquets@gmail.com
mailto:thevenuebyjimmypecci@gmail.com
http://www.TasteOfItalyMarket.com
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Factors to consider before booking a holiday wedding
STAR NEWS GROUP

Holidays are condu-
cive to festive atmo-
spheres. Whether it’s 
seasonal celebrations 
for Christmas or Ha-
nukkah or summertime 
soirees on Fourth of July 
or Labor Day weekends, 
there’s no denying fes-
tive vibes tend to prevail 
when holidays turn up on 
the calendar.

Weddings also are 
marked by festive at-
mospheres, and many 
couples are tempted to 
make their nuptials even 
more jovial by saying “I 
do” during holiday week-
ends. Before making that 
decision, couples may 
want to consider a host 
of factors as they try to 
determine if a holiday 
weekend wedding is for 
them.

AVAILABILITY
Guest availability is 

a big consideration for 
couples as they try to 
decide if holiday week-
end weddings are a good 
fit. Many families have 
holiday traditions that 
they might be reluctant 
to give up. For example, 
families who build their 
annual vacations around 
the Fourth of July may al-
ready have booked their 
trips by the time the wed-
ding date is announced. 
Couples who anticipate 
inviting a sizable number 
of guests may want to 
avoid holiday weekend 
weddings to ensure all of 
their friends and family 
members will be in at-
tendance.

TRAVEL
Travel is another po-

tential red flag for holi-

day weekend weddings. 
Asking guests to travel 
during weekends that 
are notoriously busy in 
regard to travel may be 

asking too much or it 
might make things more 
convenient for some 
guests. A 2019 report 
from the Transportation 

Security Administration 
indicated that nearly 27 
million passengers were 
expected to pass through 
airport screening check-

points during that year’s 
Thanksgiving travel pe-
riod. Some guests may 
be reluctant to travel on 
busy holiday weekends, 
while others who are 
already traveling to the 
wedding destination may 
see holiday weddings as 
a great way to see their 
families and attend a 
wedding without having 
to pay for separate flights. 
In addition, some guests 
may be more likely to 
travel during a holiday 
weekend knowing they 
can return home at their 
leisure since they don’t 
have to work on Monday. 
Couples can gauge their 
guests’ temperatures on 
holiday weekend travel 
before making their de-
cision. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Couples must consider a host of factors as they try to determine if holiday weekend wed-
dings are right for them.

SEE HOLIDAY PAGE 13
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516 Summerfield Ave, Asbury Park, 732-361-5308, Visit our website/instagram for current hours

COST
Cost is always a con-

sideration when plan-
ning a wedding, and it 
merits consideration for 
couples toying with the 
idea of getting married 
on or around a holiday 

as well. Venues tend to 
be less expensive on 
Fridays and Sundays, so 
couples who tie the knot 
on holiday weekends 
when no one has to work 
on Monday might save 
a considerable sum of 
money by tying the knot 
on Sunday. But venues 
and vendors may charge 
couples more if they get 

married on the Saturday 
of a holiday weekend. 
Competition for venues 
and vendors also may be 
greater during holiday 
weekends as people cel-
ebrate the holiday. That 
means couples may have 
to spend more to book 
their desired venues and 
vendors if they hope to 
get married during holi-
day weekends.

HOLIDAY
FROM PAGE 12

Holiday wedding

www.longbranchtrolley.com
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The Grenville Hotel & Restaurant

732-892-3100

thegrenville.com

Heirloom Gifts 
for Every 
Occasion
Belleek China 
Galway Crystal 

Waterford Crystal
Simon Pearce Glass 

Baby & Christenting Gifts  
Traditional Aran Knitwear 

Custom Giftware
Irish Jewelry 

Wedding Bands
Irish Designer Clothing 
Irish Imported Foods

1120 Third Avenue
Spring Lake, NJ 07762

732.449.6650  •  www.NJirish.com

Make the most of a 
rainy honeymoon

STAR NEWS GROUP

Rain on a wedding day 
is something that many 
couples encounter, but 
the silver lining is that 
various cultures view 
rainy wedding days as 
a symbol of a lucky and 
successful match. Rain 
on a wedding day is con-
sidered good luck in In-
dia and in areas of Great 
Britain and Ireland as 
well. In ancient pastoral 
societies, rain symboliz-
es fertility — a mark of 
good luck for the newly 
betrothed. 

While couples may 
rely on these lucky day 
customs to cope with a 
shower on their nuptials, 
rain on a honeymoon 
may not be so welcome. 
Mother Nature is un-
predictable, so couples 
may have to contend 
with soggy honeymoons. 
Here’s how to handle the 
situation with grace.

INVEST IN A 
HOTEL UPGRADE

Honeymooners may 
not expect to spend 
much time in their hotel 
rooms, especially if beau-
tiful weather is the norm 
at their destination. But if 
it rains, you’ll be spend-
ing more time indoors. If 
budget allows, upgrade 
to a suite or a more op-
ulent hotel with added 
indoor amenities. A ho-
tel with an indoor pool 
or a spa can save the day 
when a beach day is can-
celed due to rain.

WALK (OR KISS) 
IN THE RAIN

The patter of rain 
on an umbrella can be 
soothing and romantic. 
Don’t let a light shower 

get you down. Instead, 
take a stroll with your 
newly betrothed and 
soak up some fresh air 
and negative ions that a 
fresh rain can bring. 

SLEEP IN
While you already may 

be spending more time 
together in bed, use rainy 
days on your honeymoon 
to extend time spent un-
der the covers. Put the 
“do not disturb” sign 
on the door and lounge 
around while raindrops 
cascade outside. Order 
breakfast or lunch as 
room service and catch 
up on extra cuddles.

TAKE THE 
PLUNGE ANYWAY

If there is no thunder 
or lightning in the fore-
cast, who says you can’t 
still dive into the pool 

or jump through some 
waves? After all, you’ll 
be wet either way. Put on 
those swimsuits and take 
a dip. Snuggle up in the 
hot tub, especially if it’s 
under a sheltered pergola 
or gazebo.

TAKE A 
DRIVE

Rent a car or arrange 
for a taxi service to take 
you on a tour. Rain gen-
erally cools down hot 
climates and can reduce 
airborne pollen, so it 
might make sightseeing 
more comfortable. While 
you’re out, visit muse-
ums or other indoor ven-
ues. The soft light creat-
ed when it’s overcast also 
can make photographs 
pop. Capture many mem-
ories along the way by 
snapping photos as you 
go.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

A rainy honeymoon may not be ideal, but couples can 
adapt and find ways to make their getaways memorable 
and romantic.

http://www.NJirish.com
www.thegrenville.com
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 Three tools for keeping wedding guests informed
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Weddings give couples 
an opportunity to share 
the joy of joining their 
lives together with a host 
of friends and family 
members. Guests liven 
up the party and help 
make the celebration that 
much more memorable.

According to The Knot 
2019 Real Weddings 
Study, the average wed-
ding in the United States 
hosts 131 people. Data in-
dicates this number has 
been slowly decreasing 
over the years, after the 
average wedding size 
reached an all-time high 
of 153 in 2007. No matter 
how big or how small the 
guest list, keeping guests 
informed of what’s hap-
pening regarding the 
upcoming nuptials is a 
courtesy couples can 
provide. Couples can ex-

plore various avenues for 
keeping guests informed 
and ensuring they’ll be 
able to take part in the 
festivities.

 SAVE-THE-DATE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Save-the-date an-
nouncements have be-
come an increasingly 
popular component of 
wedding planning. In-
stead of waiting on the 
wedding invitation, 
which traditionally ar-
rives one or two months 
prior to the wedding it-
self, save-the-date cards 
provide guests with an 
advanced advertisement 
of the celebration to 
come. According to the 
photo and invitation spe-
cialists at Shutterfl y, it’s 
customary to send save-
the-date notes around 
six months before the 

wedding. For a destina-
tion wedding, which will 
require extra travel plans, 
an eight- to 12-month ad-
vance can be helpful.

Save-the-date cards 
generally have basic in-
formation, including the 
wedding date and the 
venue. Many will feature 
a photo of the couple as 
well. If you’re planning 

on sending save-the-date 
announcements, coordi-
nate with your photogra-
pher to have a photo tak-
en exclusively for these 
cards.

 WEDDING WEBSITE
Couples are increas-

ingly embracing tech-
nology as they plan their 
weddings. Brides maga-

zine states that, during 
the typical 15-month 
engagement period, 48 
percent of couples will 
launch a wedding web-
site. A wedding website 
is a versatile tool that can 
help answer questions 
that guests may have. 
The website can spell 
out specifics, includ-
ing dress code, whether 
children are invited, the 
names of wedding party 
participants, overnight 
accommodations, trans-
portation providers, and 
even restaurants near the 
hotel for a quick bite be-
tween ceremony and re-
ception. 

Wedding websites also 
can be used as fun ways 
to keep guests engaged. 
“Throwback Thursday” 
photos or funny memo-
ries and anecdotes can 
be included.

 VIDEO CONFERENCING APPS
As the world continues 

to adapt in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
video conferencing ap-
plications like Facetime, 
Zoom and Microsoft 
Teams enable people in-
volved in the planning 
process to routinely 
“gather” and go over de-
tails about the wedding, 
helping to limit in-per-
son meetings as much 
as possible. These apps 
also can prove invaluable 
when conferring with 
wedding vendors, such 
as fl orists or musicians. 

You also can schedule 
smaller meetings with 
specifi c guests who may 
be playing key roles in 
the wedding, such as 
those giving speeches, 
doing readings, escorting 
guests, or serving in oth-
er capacities.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

 Certain resources can help couples keep guests informed 
about what’s to come in regard to their weddings. 
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 Music is an important 
component of

wedding celebrations
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Few things set the 
mood of a wedding more 
effectively than music. 
Beautiful songs often are 
incorporated into wed-
ding ceremonies, and ro-
mantic or upbeat songs 
intermingle to create a 
festive mix at receptions.

Playlists curated spe-
cifi cally for weddings can 
be found online to help 
couples narrow down 
their options. According 
to Wedding Forward, a 
wedding planning guide, 
wedding planning ex-
perts and modern cou-
ples agree that wedding 
playlists should have a 
60/40 split of classics and 
new wedding songs.  

Music is a personal 
choice, but couples may 
benefit by considering 
who will be in atten-
dance at their weddings.

 In so doing, couples 
can ensure the music 
played at their weddings 
reaches as many people 
as possible there:

Wedding processional 
song: The wedding pro-
cessional is the moment 
the wedding party walks 
down the aisle. Mu-
sic may be a traditional 
hymn, classical music or 
a favorite contemporary 
song.

Bridal processional 
song: In many tradition-
al wedding ceremonies, 
the bride walks down the 
aisle separately, with her 
father or both parents. 
She customarily will have 
a di� erent song from the 
rest of the wedding party. 
While “Bridal Chorus/
Wedding March” is a 

traditional choice, some 
brides may prefer a dif-
ferent tune. 

Wedding recessional 
song: Again, depending 
on the ceremony loca-
tion and choices, the re-
cessional may be a clas-
sical piece or a hymn. 
Some couples choose an 
upbeat song for their fi rst 
official promenade as a 
married couple.

Wedding party en-
trance song: Couples can 
ask their music vendor 
to put together the ma-
jority of the songs for 
their reception, but they 
may want to choose their 
own wedding party en-
trance. This song typical-
ly is a fast-paced, upbeat 
song that gets the crowd 
pumping and ready for 
a fun night. Think “Dy-
namite” by Taio Cruz or 
“Can’t Stop the Feeling!” 
by Justin Timberlake.

First dance: The first 
dance song is another 

personal choice for the 
couple. Slow songs tra-
ditionally are chosen, 
but couples who want 
something a little dif-
ferent have increasing-
ly selected faster songs 
and paired them with 
rehearsed choreography. 
“Thinking Out Loud” by 
Ed Sheeran has become a 
popular fi rst dance song.

Other songs: Couples 
also will select songs to 
complement dances with 
their parents, cake cut-
ting, garter toss, and any 
other special traditions 
or moments. They also 
can make requests to in-
clude songs of di� erent 
eras to appeal to guests 
of all ages.

Music is an important 
component of wedding 
celebrations and de-
serves some extra con-
sideration to ensure ev-
eryone has a great time 
while cutting a rug.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

 Wedding planning experts and modern couples agree that 
wedding playlists should be have a 60/40 split of classics 
and new wedding songs. 

www.muellersbakery.com
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On/Off Premise Parties -
Corporate/Office Parties -

Wine Tasting
Weddings

And All Other Events!

SPECIALIZING IN ON 
& OFF PREMISE FULL 
SERVICE CATERING

Delivery 
Bartenders 
Wait Staff 

DJs 
Tents for All Occasions

“You invite the guests and  
we will take care of the rest!”

~ A la carte Menu Always Available
~ Nightly Specials

~ Traditional & Specialty Dessert Selections

Recently Voted one of the Top 5 Italian Restaurants in the state of
NJ by the readers of New Jersey Monthly Magazine - Readers Choice

August 2016 edition

Weston Gallery
Extraordinary Jewelry     Original Artwork

For this day and all the days to come…

Special bands by Adel Chefridi

We specialize in custom jewelry for the bride
and all the women celebrating with her!

79 Main Street, Manasquan • 732-292-1664   
visit www.westongalleries.com

Timeline tips: Factors to 
consider when planning 

your wedding day timeline
STAR NEWS GROUP

The notion that “tim-
ing is everything” is 
applicable in many sit-
uations, perhaps none 
more so than on a cou-
ple’s wedding day. Many 
couples spend months, if 
not years, planning their 
weddings in the hopes 
that all that hard work 
will ultimately result in 
a day they will cherish 
forever.

The sheer volume of 
things to do on a wed-
ding day can make cou-
ples feel overwhelmed. 
Those feelings can be 
overcome by emphasiz-
ing timing on the day of 
the wedding. Wedding 
day timelines will di�er 
depending on variables 
that are unique to each 
couple’s wedding, but the 
following are some fac-
tors to consider as cou-
ples organize the big day.

VENUE(S)
The schedule couples 

adhere to on their wed-
ding day will be greatly 
affected by their choice 
of venue. Does the ven-
ue have somewhere on 
premises for the couple 
and their party to get 
ready? Are the ceremony 
and reception being held 
at the same venue? Be-
fore creating a timeline, 
consider the location of 
the ceremony and re-
ception venue(s) and the 
accommodations each 
provides. Getting to and 
from multiple facilities 
won’t be an issue if cou-
ples choose a multipur-
pose venue where they 
can get ready, tie the knot 
and dance the night away 

all in one place. Couples 
who will be moving from 
venue to venue through-
out the day must build 
the time it takes them 
and their party to get 
about into their time-
lines.

WEDDING 
PARTY

The size of the wed-
ding party also bears 
consideration when plan-
ning a wedding day time-
line. Large parties will 
require more time to get 
ready, and that should 
be factored into couples’ 
timelines. Large parties 
also may be harder to 
corral and transport from 
place to place, so couples 
should build some extra 
time into their timelines 
to account for that. Small 
wedding parties can be 
easier to manage, so 
couples with small par-
ties may be able to begin 
their timelines a little lat-
er in the day than those 
with large wedding par-
ties.

WEATHER
Weather is the most 

unpredictable variable 
couples need to plan for 
on their wedding days. 
As the wedding day ap-
proaches, couples can 
monitor the day’s fore-
cast and then make any 
necessary changes to 
account for inclement 
weather. Getting around 
in a rainstorm will likely 
take longer than moving 
about on a sunny day, so 
some minor tweaks to 
the timeline may be nec-
essary if storms or an-
other type of inclement 
weather is in the forecast.

Couples can access 
wedding day timeline 
templates on various 
websites. But it’s import-
ant that couples remem-
ber that their weddings 
are unique, so online 
guidelines might not be 
realistic. A careful con-
sideration of a handful of 
variables specific to cou-
ples’ weddings can help 
them craft timelines that 
make their big day go 
smoothly.

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Wedding day timelines will differ depending on variables 
that are unique to each couple’s wedding, but the following 
are some factors to consider as couples organize the big day.

http://www.westongalleries.com


WWW.STARNEWSGROUP.COMPAGE 18  STAR NEWS GROUP  FEBRUARY 24 & 25, 2022 

732-449-6630

One Wedding at a time with your personal Maitre d’
and professional staff to assist you with your special day.

W E D D I N G S   •   B A N Q U E T S   •   C L U B  R O O M

Picture Perfect Weddings
Accommodating up to 275 Guests in our Ballroom

Separate Rooms for your Private Ceremony,
Cocktail Hour, Reception and Exclusive After Party

Beautiful Courtyard with Gardens

Contact us to schedule your private tour &
let one of our expert sales consultants customize

a wedding package to fit your needs

Also consider one of our beautifully decorated rooms
for Anniversaries, Engagement Parties, Bridal or

Baby Showers, Rehearsal Dinners and more

10% Off
Your

Invitation
Orders

When you 
mention this ad

Wedding Invitations • On-site Printing
Custom Embroidery • Personalized Gifts

• Showers
  • Engagements
    • Save the Dates
      • Thank You Cards
        • Place Cards
          • Bridal Gifts
            • Glass Etching
              • Party Favors

626 Arnold Avenue
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ
732-903-6364

How to take the hectic 
out of your wedding day

STAR NEWS GROUP

Weddings are among 
the most complex events 
many people will ever 
plan. Couples often try 
to go the extra mile in 
an e�ort to make the day 
memorable for them-
selves and their guests. 
That pressure can make 
a wedding day feel a lit-
tle frenzied. Thankfully, 
there are various ways 
to ensure the vibe of the 
big day is happy and not 
hectic.

HIRE A WEDDING PLANNER/
COORDINATOR

Leaving the nitty gritty 
to a professional wed-
ding planner takes a lot 
of pressure off of cou-
ples. The renowned wed-
ding resource The Knot 
says wedding planners 
are clued into everything 
there is to know about 
a wedding and they can 
be tapped to take care of 

just about anything on 
couples’ to-do list. 

CONSIDER A 
PACKAGE DEAL

All-inclusive resorts 
are popular vacation 
spots because variables 
like entertainment, lodg-
ing, food, drinks, and 
more is all taken care 
of, leaving vacationers 
with little to do other 
than show up and re-
lax. Couples can apply 
that same approach on 
their wedding day. Host 
the ceremony and re-
ception at the same site, 
which takes the poten-
tially problematic issue 
of getting guests to and 
fro out of the equation. 
Some venues may even 
provide in-house ven-
dors like photographers 
and florists. Such ven-
dors’ familiarity with the 
venue reduces the risk of 
surprises that can derail 
wedding day schedules. 

PICK YOUR 
PRIORITIES

Avoid getting bogged 
down on a million details 
by making a list of your 
priorities when plan-
ning. Couples can revisit 
this list a couple of days 
before their wedding so 
they remember what’s 
most important to them 
on the big day. This re-
fresher can ensure cou-
ples don’t get too con-
cerned if minor issues 
arise during their big 
day, helping them remain 
calm and keeping a focus 
on all the fun to be had 
during the day.

It’s easy for couples to 
feel a little overwhelmed 
on their wedding day. 
Some simple strategies 
can take the hectic out 
of couples’ wedding day 
and ensure they keep 
their focus on one anoth-
er and their loved ones.

Thank You for Shopping with 
our Local Advertisers!

www.StarNewsGroup.com

http://www.StarNewsGroup.com
www.springlakemanor.com
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Savings strategies for weddings
STAR NEWS GROUP

The question was 
popped; the engagement 
ring presented. What’s 
the next step on the road 
to the wedding? Saving 
should definitely be on 
couples’ minds.

A wedding is likely 
the most costly party 
couples will ever throw. 
There are many differ-
ent costs associated with 
weddings. Some are pre-
dictable, while others are 
unexpected. 

Investopedia says the 
vast majority of cou-
ples budget too little for 
their weddings and also 
end up spending more 
than they had planned. 
Various strategies can 
make it easier to save 
for a wedding and avoid 
a post-wedding financial 
hangover.

GET INFORMED
It’s impossible to bud-

get for a wedding and 
ultimately save without 
knowledge of what ser-
vices and items cost in 
the region where you 
live. A wedding in New 
York City will be expen-
sive, while a wedding in 
Mississippi will cost a 
lot less, indicates Super-
Money’s guide to wed-
ding costs.

Conduct some re-
search and find out what 
photographers, florists, 
transportation provid-
ers, reception halls, and 
wedding wardrobe ven-
dors charge for common 
services. This will paint 
a vivid picture of what 
a wedding may cost in 
your area.

FLESH OUT 
THE BUDGET

Once you have gath-
ered estimates, you can 
then figure out a finan-
cial goal. This also is 
when you can determine 
where to rein in spend-
ing and where you might 
want to splurge. If having 
a video memory of the 
wedding is not a top pri-
ority, you can skip vide-
ography services. If you 
have a special flower that 
you like, you may want 
to budget more for that 
bloom even if it isn’t in 
season.

SET UP A DEDICATED 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

One of the easiest 
ways to save for big-tick-
et items like a wedding, 
home purchase or other 
financial goals is to use 
an automatic savings ac-
count that may be avail-
able through your bank 
or employer. An auto-

matic savings plan will 
pull a set amount from 
a personal checking ac-
count into a savings ac-
count through auto-draft. 
The bride and groom can 
link individual checking 
accounts to one savings 
account to contribute 
jointly. 

AVOID OVERSPENDING
An analysis of your 

spending habits will like-
ly reveal areas where you 
can scale back so you 
can devote more funds 
to wedding savings. Do 
you need a takeout cof-
fee in the morning or 

can you brew a pot at 
home? Might you be able 
to scale back on stream-
ing services? Do you feel 

comfortable buying less 
expensive store brand 
groceries over name 

brands? Small cost sav-
ings can quickly add up.

ADD UP GIFTS
Factor in deduction 

of expenses that other 
people will commit to 
covering for wedding 
expenses, but only if 
you have concrete con-
firmation. A parent may 
host the rehearsal dinner. 
One’s relative may o�er 
to pass down an antique 
wedding gown to wear. 
But rather than simply 
removing these gifts 
from your savings calcu-
lations, keep them as a 
safety net to put toward 
unforeseen expenses.

Saving for a wedding 
can be challenging. But 
various strategies can 
help couples plan their 
dream weddings without 
breaking the bank. 

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Wedding planning experts and modern couples agree that various strategies can make it 
easier to save for a wedding and avoid a post-wedding financial hangover.

713 Riverview Drive Brielle Plaza, Brielle
732.592.9229  www.kneadedbyladyj.com

Grazing Platters, Tables & Cups, Artisanal Breads 
for Weddings, Showers, Engagement Parties, etc. 

We host private “Graze & Sip” or “Bake & Sip” 
for Bachelorette parties.

7 3 2 . 8 9 9 . 8 1 7 5  www.purpleir isevents .com
2 5 0 5  R O U T E  8 8  •  P O I N T  P L E A S A N T

http://www.purpleirisevents.com
http://www.kneadedbyladyj.com
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 Explore various wedding styles during planning
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Every wedding is dif-
ferent, even if many share 
some common compo-
nents. As couples plan 
their weddings, learn-
ing about some popular 
wedding styles can help 
them create a ceremony 
that suits them. 

 CLASSIC WEDDING
Classic weddings are 

the storybook tradition-
al weddings that many 
people dream about for 
years. Key elements in-
clude a tuxedo for the 
groom and a white gown 
for the bride. Formal 
attire is reserved for 
the rest of the wedding 

party. The ceremony is 
conducted in a place of 
worship before everyone 
retires to a fancy cater-
ing hall for the reception. 
Traditional weddings 
also may include the 
time-honored customs 
like toasts, cake cutting, 
bouquet toss, and par-
ent-child dances.

 BEACH WEDDING
Beach weddings often 

are casual, laid back af-
fairs. Dresses may be less 
structured and fl ow with 
sea breezes, while guys 
may even don shorts 
with linen shirts or jack-
ets. Guests can expect 
the party to be much 
more free-flowing and 

the traditions of classic 
weddings may not be 
part of the celebration.

 BOHEMIAN WEDDING
Free-spirited individ-

uals may dive head fi rst 
into a bohemian style 
wedding. According to 
wedding planner David 
Tutera, a boho wedding 

is casual and comfort-
able. It tends to come o�  
chic but appears that way 
with minimal e� ort. De-
cor is typically humble 
and blends harmoniously 
with nature. A boho wed-

@MrShrimpBelmar @MrShrimpBelmar @Mr. Shrimp Seafood #SHRIMPLYTHEBEST

1608 Hwy. 71
Belmar
732-681-7755
www.mrshrimp.com

Full Menu & Pricing Available at www.mrshrimp.com
Call 732-681-7755 or 

Email vpshrimp@gmail.com for availability

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Everything from cookies and pastries to 
specialty cakes including the ‘naked’ cake!

Custom ordering for special occasion cakes, 
such as weddings or birthday cakes.

406 Union Avenue (Route 71), Brielle, NJ
732-528-1558      www.cameocakes.biz

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

 As couples plan their weddings, learning about some popular wedding styles can help 
them create a ceremony that suits them.

SEE PLANNING PAGE 21

http://www.mrshrimp.com
http://www.mrshrimp.com
mailto:vpshrimp@gmail.com
http://www.cameocakes.biz
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A NEW CHOICE OF 
DIAMOND

DIAMONDS

     SUSTAINABLE

LAB GROWN

CERTIFIED     

MERTENS JEWELERS
732-223-3766

114 Main St., Manasquan, NJ
FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1946 642 Arnold Ave., Pt. Pleasant Beach

732-573-8016
Follow @ lulus_lingerie

we carry

for brides +

for mothers to be

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS
SPRING LAKE, NJ 732.449.7090   •   SEA GIRT, NJ 732.449.7091

Looking for alcoholic 
beverages for an event?

Egan’s has been in business since 1998 and we specialize in catering for 
any event you may be having. From weddings & showers to cocktail parties 
& private events, we all have your beverage needs! We can accommodate 
large events, even up to 1,000 guests! We have catered events all over the 
state from New York City to Cape May. Our delivery service is free of charge! 
After the event ends, we will gladly take back anything unopened and credit 
you back at no charge!

Need some advice on what to cater? We are here every step of the way 
to help ease the stress of figuring out quantities or recommendations. Our 
reputation rests on providing great customer service to all of our clients.

Please call 732-449-7090 or 
email us at eganswineandliquors@gmail.com

ding may take place out-
doors or in another less 
traditional venue, such 
as a farmhouse or bo-
tanical garden. Wedding 
party attire may be mis-
matched and showcase 
each person’s individual 
style.

MODERN WEDDING
Brides and grooms 

who crave contempo-
rary and current trends 
may prefer a modern 
wedding. Graphic col-
or schemes, clean lines 
and minimalistic flowers 
might be part of a mod-
ern wedding. Attire may 
be angular and edgy, and 
the venue may run the 

gamut from sleek muse-
um to a city rooftop.

DESTINATION WEDDING
Couples who love to 

travel and don’t want to 
worry about the minuti-
ae of wedding planning 
may find a destination 
wedding is a good fit. 
Destination weddings 
last more than one day 
and focus on relaxation, 
activities and lots of fun. 
Destination weddings 
tend to be less formal 
and less traditional than 
classic weddings. Due 
to the remote locations, 
destination weddings 
also can be smaller and 
more intimate, as many 
invitees may be unable 
to attend. Yet those who 
can attend often get to 

enjoy tropical islands or 
mountain retreats.

Wedding styles are as 
unique as the people get-
ting married. Choosing a 
theme that has the right 
feeling can help couples 
make the most of their 
special days.

HOLIDAY
FROM PAGE 20

Wedding styles to explore 
during planning

GETTING 
MARRIED?

PLACE YOUR
WEDDING  

ANNOUNCEMENT  
ON OUR WEBSITE!

StarNewsGroup.com 

mailto:eganswineandliquors@gmail.com
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