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– ADVERTORIAL –

Njswim  offers year-round swim lessons  
for children of all ages and abilities

“Our back-to-school swim programs 
are absolutely the best method of teach-
ing kids of all ages the fundamentals of 
water safety and how to feel comfortable 
in the water, how to be safe, and really 
learn how to swim,” says Njswim Found-
er Joe Oehme. 

It’s no wonder families are flocking to 
Njswim in Brick and Manasquan - their 
experience and education for swim in-
struction is second to none. Njswim of-
fers semi-private swim lessons with a 3:1 
student to teacher ratio ensuring each 
child gets the attention they deserve.  All 
sta� members are experienced, certi-
fied swim teachers who have completed 
coursework in lifeguard training, water 
safety, first aid, personal fitness training, 
psychology and early childhood educa-
tion. 

Their passion to teach safer swimming 
has fueled growth and expansion in New 

Jersey and their “learn to float” philoso-
phy has made Njswim one of the largest 
year-round swim schools in the state of 
New Jersey.  

Njswim is family and water-baby friend-

ly with custom changing rooms, stroller 
parking and hair drying stations. The beau-
tiful indoor pools are heated, with top-of-
the-line water and air filtration systems.  

Njswim o�ers year-round swim lessons 
for people of 
all ages and 
abilities. Their 
award-winning 
“Water Ba-
bies” curricu-
lum is for 3 to 
1 5-month-o ld 

babies and is taught entirely with paren-
tal assistance. This program is designed to 
provide families with a safe and positive in-
troduction to an aquatic environment with 
the goal of achieving a relaxed demeanor in 
the water for both the children and parents. 

The next pro-
gression is for 
children of16 to 
30 months with 
a goal of wean-
ing children 
into lessons 
with less paren-
tal assistance. profile Njswim is a di�erent 
kind of swim school experiencing tremen-
dous growth throughout New Jersey, and 
this year is celebrating its 21-year anniver-
sary of making learning to swim fun. With 
over 130 teachers and more than 5,000 les-
sons per week they care about water safety 

and the families they serve. 
Safety swim lessons for preschoolers are 

the first level where children are indepen-
dent of their parents with a teacher and are 
taught breath control, supported floating 
and how to enter and exit the pool safely. 
A free swim evaluation is o�ered to help 
teachers determine the best class level and 
options for each child. 

Njswim o�ers flexible year-round rolling 
memberships, allowing families to jump in 
at times that best suit their busy schedules 
and have spots reserved as they go through 
the year. Njswim Turnersville features a 
very popular “intensive Summer Swim” 
program, a 5-day program designed to help 
children improve quicker than weekly les-
sons. A week of Intensive Swim gives stu-
dents over a month worth of lessons in one 
week with amazing results. 

Njswim is a founding member of the NJ 
Swim Safety Alliance, National Drowning 

Prevention Alliance, Safer 3 Water Safety 
Foundation, and on the board of directors 
of Stop Drowning Now, a national nonprofit 
organization dedicated to water safety.

Their state-of-the-art aquatic centers feature large heated indoor pools, parent viewing areas,  
and fantastic pool parties for birthdays or other celebrations.
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 SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — BRIELLE

 Brielle superintendent
introduces Dean of Students 

Stephanie Pennetti
 STAR NEWS GROUP

As the Superinten-
dent/Principal at Brielle 
Elementary School, I am 
very excited to be mak-
ing final preparations 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year.

It has been a very busy 
summer at Brielle Ele-
mentary School. Our stu-
dents were involved in a 
variety of great program-
ming, and our staff en-
gaged in a range of pro-
fessional activities that 
will enhance students’ 
learning experienc-
es throughout the next 
school year. Our mainte-
nance and custodial sta�  

have worked diligently 
to make preparations for 
September, including the 
restoration of our school 
media center, and our of-
fi ce sta�  has contributed 
tremendously to ensur-
ing a smooth start to the 
school year.

We are looking for-
ward to the addition of 
Stephanie Pennetti, as 
our Dean of Students, 
for the upcoming school 
year. Given her experi-
ence and professional 
background, Mrs. Pen-
netti will be a great as-
set to Brielle Elementary 
School.

As we move into the 
new school year, I would 
like to thank the Board of 
Education and all stake-
holders who support our 
efforts to provide stu-
dents with an excellent 
education. The partner-
ship with our school and 
community organiza-
tions contributes to the 
success of our mission, 
and we look forward to a 
productive and success-
ful school year for the 
students of Brielle.

Sincerely,
Stacie Poelstra
Superintendent/Prin-

cipal

 MARK R. SULLIVAN STAR NEWS GROUP

 SUPERINTENDENT AND PRINCIPAL
RICK PAPERA HYPES STUDENTS UP

At the start of the 2023-24 school year, Superintendent/Principal Rick Papera high 
fi ved students as they prepared to enter the halls of Sea Girt Elementary for the fi rst 
time that school year.

https://trinityhallnj.org
https://campidental.com
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 Spring Lake Superintendent 
shares updates for new 

school year 
 STAR NEWS GROUP

As we fl ip the calendar 
to August, we find our-
selves eagerly preparing 
for the 2024-2025 academ-
ic year. This year holds 
the promise of abundant 
opportunities and signif-
icant growth for all stu-
dents who attend H. W. 
Mountz School. 

Visitors will discover 
numerous exciting addi-
tions and improvements 
designed to enhance 
the learning experience 
for our students. These 
changes refl ect our com-
mitment to providing the 
best possible environ-
ment for academic and 
personal development.

We extend our grat-
itude to the Boosters 
organization who gen-
erously supported the 
scheduled refurbishment 

of our outdoor basketball 
court, enhancing  a won-
derful space for the stu-
dents to engage in sports 
and stay active. We are 
also thrilled to unveil our 
new district website, de-
signed to enhance com-
munication and provide 
valuable resources for 
our school community. 
Additionally, we appreci-
ate the dedication of our 
faculty who continues to 
engage in teaching, com-
pleting committee work 
and revising curriculum 
throughout the summer. 

Our dedicated custodi-
al team work every day 
towards ensuring that  
students return to gleam-
ing floors and pristine 
facilities that are both in-
spiring and conducive to 
learning.

We look forward to 
a continued mission of 
guiding students along 
their personalized learn-
ing journeys. Whether 
they aim to grow academ-
ically, explore passions in 
enrichment or uncover 
athletic talents, each stu-
dent has a unique path 
to follow. Our objective 
is to equip each of them 
with the resources and 
support needed to realize 
their individual goals and 
dreams.

Let's strive for an ac-
ademic year marked by 
great achievements, sig-
nifi cant growth, and un-
forgettable experiences 
for all of our students.

Stephen LaValva, Ed.D.
Superintendent/

School Business Admin-
istrator

 SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — SPRING LAKE

 MARK R. SULLIVAN STAR NEWS GROUP

 STUDENTS RETURN TO H.W. MOUNTZ
TO BROADEN THEIR HORIZONS

Parents like Orly Vallario walked with her children, Lyla and Nia, on their fi rst day of 
school at H.W. Mountz last year. 

https://www.springlakeschoolofdance.com
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Kicking off the 
24-25 school year 
in Bradley Beach

STAR NEWS GROUP

As the start of the ‘24-
’25 school year rapidly 
approaches, the Brad-
ley Beach Elementary 
School community is 
brimming with anticipa-
tion. Our diverse, small-
scale learning environ-
ment, rich with a variety 
of programs, clubs, and 
supportive services, sets 
the stage for another ex-
citing year of academic 
excellence and overall 
student success.

This year, we are 
happy to announce the 
launch of our Dual Lan-
guage Pre-K program. 
This innovative program 
aims to immerse our 
youngest learners in a 
bilingual environment, 
fostering language de-
velopment and cultural 
awareness from an early 
age. We believe this will 
set a strong foundation 
for our students as they 
progress through their 
educational journey.

In addition to the Dual 
Language Pre-K program, 
we are expanding the 
AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determina-
tion) program to include 
Grade 8. This program 
is designed to equip our 
middle school students 
with essential skills for 
high school, college, and 
beyond, enhancing their 
organizational capabili-
ties and academic foun-
dation. We expect this 
expansion to significant-
ly boost our students' 

readiness for future ed-
ucational endeavors.  
We are also excited to 
introduce a new Phonics 
program for Grades K-2. 
This initiative will pro-
vide our young learners 
with a solid grounding in 
reading skills, ensuring 
they have the necessary 
tools for literacy success. 

Continuing our com-
mitment to family en-
gagement, we will be 
again hosting a series 
of parent workshops 
throughout the year. 
These workshops will 
cover a range of topics, 
including health and 
wellness and the high 
school application pro-
cesses. We believe that 
by empowering parents 
with knowledge and re-
sources, we can enhance 
the overall educational 
experience for our stu-
dents.

Our vibrant athletic 
program remains a cor-
nerstone of student life, 
offering activities such 
as baseball, softball, 
basketball, soccer, and 
cheerleading. Beyond 
sports, we have a variety 
of clubs and activities to 
cater to diverse interests, 
including a student-run 
newspaper The Tides, 
Computer Club, Student 
Council, Garden Club, 
National Junior Honor 
Society, Environmental 
Club, Yearbook Club, 
and Safety Patrol.  On 
the artistic front, we con-
tinue to support creative 
expression through our 

performing arts groups, 
including Drama Club, 
Band, Guitar Ensemble, 
Chorus, and Percussion 
Ensemble. These pro-
grams provide students 
with valuable opportuni-
ties to develop their tal-
ents and showcase their 
skills.

We are also proud to 
maintain strong collabo-
rations with local Brad-
ley Beach community or-
ganizations, enabling us 
to host enriching events 
like 'One Beach, One 
Read,' and our DARE 
program. Our focus on 
student wellness is re-
flected in the support 
services we o�er, includ-
ing a school counselor 
and our innovative SOLE 
program, which encour-
ages positive character 
development among all 
students.

As always, Bradley 
Beach Elementary School 
accepts tuition students. 
Spaces are available 
across various grade lev-
els; interested parties are 
encouraged to contact the 
school at 732-775-4413 or 
info@bbesnj.org.

Lastly, we extend our 
heartfelt thanks to our 
active Board of Educa-
tion and our PTA for 
their unwavering sup-
port. Together, we look 
forward to a productive, 
engaging, and successful 
24-25 academic year.

Michael Heidelberg
Superintendent/Prin-

cipal

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — BRADLEY BEACH

2100 HWY 35 AT OCEAN RD., WALL TWP.
(SEA GIRT SQUARE MALL)

www.milesaheadsports.com
    732-223-0444

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 10:30-5 • SUNDAY 12-4

READY, SET, GO!
TO MILES AHEAD FOR 
ALL YOUR FALL GEAR

READY, SET, GO!
TO MILES AHEAD FOR 
ALL YOUR FALL GEAR

Specializing in 
All Imports & Domestic 

Cars and Trucks

Fleet Accounts are Welcomed

38 Main St., Bradley Beach • 732-988-3500

24 Hour Towing
Free Estimates • Call for Appt.
Visit www.bradleycarcare.com

NJ Certified 
Auto Emissions 
Repair Facility

Full Inspection 
Facility

All of Our 

Oil Changes Inclu
de 

a Safety Inspect
ion!!

mailto:info@bbesnj.org
http://www.bradleycarcare.com
http://www.milesaheadsports.com
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Wall superintendent 
discusses exciting curricular 

endeavors on horizon
STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear WTPS Commu-
nity,

I hope that you and 
your families are having 
a wonderful and reju-
venating summer. With 
the 2024-2025 school year 
approaching, I wanted 
to remind the WTPS 
families that summer as-
signments are available 
online (optional and in 
some cases, required) 
and grade level/course 
supply lists for the 2024-
2025 school year are 
available on our website 
as well.

Wall Township Pub-
lic Schools administra-
tion, staff and faculty 
have been very busy this 
summer preparing for 
our upcoming school 
year. This summer, we 
continued to move for-
ward with some key im-
provements/upgrades 
to our facilities, largely 
funded by the Decem-
ber 2022 Referendum. 
Again, thank you to the 
residents of Wall Town-
ship for valuing and sup-
porting the much-need-
ed investment in our 
schools. To view photos 

of district-wide building 
upgrades and projected 
timelines, please visit the 
“Referendum” tab on our 
website (www.wallpub-
licschools.org)

Once again, WTPS 
has some exciting cur-
ricular endeavors on 
the horizon. In English/
Language Arts (ELA), 
the implementation of 
the science of reading 
methodologies will of-
ficially launch in grades 
3-5 (K-2 implementation 
took place during 2023-
2024 school year). This 
year, mathematics will 
be a major focus as we 
begin a multi-year, K-12 
study. We plan to col-
laboratively research 
and engage with new re-
source materials so we 
can implement the very 
best practices for our 
students. Next school 
year marks the second 
year of the implementa-
tion of the district-wide 7 
Mindsets program. This 
year we will build upon 
last year’s foundational 
work through more stu-
dent-initiated experienc-
es, as well as increased 
community engagement.

Wall High School 
opens with a new master 
schedule (same arrival 
and dismissal times) to 
optimize instruction-
al time for all students. 
Also, Wall High School 
will launch a new dual 
enrollment partnership 
with Stockton University 
so our students can earn 
college credit for classes 
taken at WHS. Our spe-
cial services department 
has been hard at work 
preparing for our new 
RISE program at WHS to 
address specialized ed-
ucational needs for high 
school students requir-
ing a small and restor-
ative setting. Special Ser-
vices and WHS are also 
excited to o�er a Unified 
Physical Education class 
to further develop Uni-
fied Sports activities and 
inclusivity.

Reminder: Follow us 
on your preferred social 
media platform for im-
portant updates (includ-
ing Hot Off the Press 
Snow Day announce-
ments!), community and 
family programming 
and District-wide school 
news (visit wallpublic-
schools.org for details). 
We at WTPS look for-
ward to welcoming our 
students on Wednesday, 
Sept. 4. I hope the re-
maining weeks of sum-
mer will be filled with 
lasting memories, lots of 
laughter and great health.

Sincerely,
Tracy R. Handerhan, 

D.Litt.
Wall Township Public 

Schools Superintendent
#walltogether

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — WALL TOWNSHIP

http://www.wallpub-licschools.org
http://www.wallpub-licschools.org
http://www.wallpub-licschools.org
https://www.muellersbakery.com
https://www.oratoryprep.org.admissions
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 Belmar school leaders welcome
families to another new school year

 STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear BES Families,
On behalf of the Bel-

mar School District ad-
ministration, faculty, and 
staff, we would like to 
extend a warm welcome 
to our students and their 
families as we begin the 
2024-25 school year. We 
are looking forward to 
partnering with you to 
ensure high levels of 
growth for all students.

As we embark on this 
school year, our strategic 
plan remains the corner-
stone of our journey. By 
utilizing both internal 

assessments and state 
testing results, we aim to 
identify our areas for im-
provement and celebrate 
our successes. Through 
innovative scheduling 
and a collaborative, all-
hands-on-deck approach, 
we are dedicated to ad-
dressing the individual 
needs of every student, 
ensuring their growth 
and success in the years 
ahead.

Belmar Elementary 
School has made signifi -
cant upgrades to our fa-
cilities. We are currently 
replacing the entire roof 
with a new metal roofi ng 

system that will last de-
cades. We expect to com-
plete the project before 
the first day of school 
and are excited to see the 
results. Additionally, we 
relied on Belmar Plumb-
ing for a crucial repair 
that restored our facility 
to full functionality. 

We are dedicated to 
creating a safe environ-
ment where students can 
develop during these es-
sential years. BES is ex-
cited to introduce new 
initiatives and programs 
designed to emphasize 
empathy, communication 
skills, and the develop-

ment of healthy relation-
ships. These e� orts aim 
to help students balance 
their in-person experi-
ences with the demands 
of 21st-century life. We 
will continue to create 
positive Social Emotional 
Learning (SEL) lessons, 
and the SOAR program 
will remain a signifi cant 
part of our wellness plan.

In preparation for 
the 2024-25 school year 
opening, please log in to 
the Genesis Parent Por-
tal, which will be open 
on Monday, August 19, 
2024 and complete the 
necessary documents 

and forms to view your 
child’s classroom place-
ment. If you require as-
sistance accessing Gene-
sis Parent Portal, please 
email helpdesk@belmar.
k12.nj.us.

Our first school day 
for students is Wednes-
day, September 4th, 2024. 
On September 4th, 5th, 
and 6th we will have a 
12:30 dismissal. Lunch 
will be available on those 
days. September 9th is 
the start of our full-day 
schedule from 8:05 -2:55 
for students in grades 
K-8 and 8:05-2:00 for all 
students in preschool. 

Breakfast will be avail-
able to students every 
day from 7:40 to 8:00 in 
the large cafeteria. 

We look forward to 
meeting all of our fam-
ilies at Back To School 
Night on Wednesday, 
September 25th at 6:15 
p.m. We hope you enjoy 
the last few weeks of 
summer!

Jimmy Alvarez, Super-
intendent

Sarah Wilton, Princi-
pal

Lauren Vasile, Director 
of PreK/Supervisor of 
Special Services

 SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — BELMAR

https://manasquan.bank
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 Sea Girt school chief
welcomes back students

 STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear Students, Fami-
lies, and Members of the 
Sea Girt Community,

Hello, Patriots! I hope 
you and your family 
are having a wonderful 
summer! It is going by 
quickly. I have gotten to 
hear about some of your 
adventures from those of 
you who have attended 
our summer programs or 
have been outside play-
ing in the Boosters Stick-
ball League. I can’t wait 
to hear from the rest of 
you when we return to 
school on September 4th!

As always, it has been 
a busy summer here at 

SGES. We have had stu-
dents in the building par-
ticipating in Brain Camp, 
Summer Music, Lego 
Camp, Babysitting Certi-
fication, Gardening, Ar-
chery, Pre-High Summer 
Reading, and more. Dr. 
Russo and I took a trip 
over to rec one day and 
loved getting to see all of 
our students who were 
having fun there. We also 
loved seeing our gradu-
ates working as counsel-
ors.

Our new Sea Girt PTO 
board has gotten o�  the 
ground running! They 
are working with rep-
resentatives from other 

groups, such as the Class 
of 2025 parents, to plan 
for a fun and exciting 
school year!

Please join me in wel-
coming any new families 
to the SGES community! 
We look forward to get-
ting to know you!

If you have any ques-
tions as September ap-
proaches, please feel free 
to reach out.

See you on Septem-
ber 4th. Enjoy the rest of 
your summer!

Sincerely,
Rick Papera
Superintendent/Prin-

cipal

 SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — SEA GIRT

 MARK R. SULLIVAN STAR NEWS GROUP

 MANASQUAN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
RETURN TO SCHOOL

Manasquan High School students fi led into the front door last year on their fi rst day 
of school. 

https://www.ranneyschool.org/discover


 AUGUST 8 & 9, 2024  STAR NEWS GROUP  PAGE 11WWW.STARNEWSGROUP.COM

 Superintendent Smith 
previews ’24-’25 school 

year at the Beach
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear Students, Par-
ents, and Community 
Members,

Our Geometry for Ad-
vancement course and 
Summer Enrichment 
programs at Point Pleas-
ant Beach High School 
and G. Harold Antrim 
Elementary School are 
fast approaching their 
conclusions, and more 
and more high school 
athletes are dotting the 
fi elds for morning train-
ing sessions. These are 
sure signs that the start 
of the school year is just 
around the corner. I en-
joy the fresh perspective 
and clear mind that ac-
company September’s 
arrival and the eager en-
ergy and enthusiasm that 
sta�  and students bring 
back to school. Septem-
ber marks the fi rst steps 
in a new journey for ev-
eryone!

Last year, we began 
our Middle States re-ac-
creditation process, and 
we are enthusiastic about 
how this strategic plan-
ning process is shaping 
the District’s goals. In 
recent years, the District 
was fortunate to have 
earned Future Ready 
and Sustainable Jersey 
for Schools recognitions, 
and in 2023 we were 
awarded our first AP 
School Honor Roll Gold 
Medal. We are eagerly 
awaiting news about the 
outcome of our Apple 
Distinguished Schools 

renewal application. 
We are proud that these 
distinct programs have 
identified and celebrat-
ed innovative classroom 
and operational practices 
throughout the Beach.

One program at Point 
Pleasant Beach High 
School that remains par-
ticularly popular for stu-
dents and their families 
is Gull Flight School, a 
partnership with Ocean 
County College that of-
fers college credits to 
students who enroll in 
one of 50 dual enroll-
ment courses. Gull Flight 
School is open to all stu-
dents and provides stu-
dents the opportunity 
to earn both college and 
high school credit con-
currently. As a person-
alized, comprehensive 
high school, Point Pleas-
ant Beach High School 
o� ers something for ev-
eryone — from comput-
er science to chemistry, 
entrepreneurship to the 
history of rock n’ roll.

G. Harold Antrim Ele-
mentary School takes its 
responsibility for foun-
dational learning seri-
ously, aspiring to build 
future Gull leaders with a 
character fi rst approach. 
The introduction of a 
book vending machine 
last year yielded tremen-
dous enthusiasm from 
students and was part of 
a schoolwide e� ort to de-
velop a strong PK-8 stu-
dent community. Antrim 
will once again feature a 
One School, One Book 

program that will bring 
the school community 
together in the explo-
ration of literature and 
life. Antrim will also be 
introducing a new read-
ing/ELA series for K-4 
students this year. Explo-
rations in the STEM and 
performing and fi ne arts 
areas will continue to 
push students to extend 
their knowledge through 
experimentation and 
performance.

When you do arrive 
back at school, you will 
find beautiful new gym 
fl oors at each school and 
a resurfaced track ring-
ing the Donald T. Fioret-
ti Field within the Pine 
Belt Athletic Complex. 
The F. Thomas Crawley 
auditorium has received 
a new sound system, and 
our maintenance team 
has been busy transition-
ing us to energy e�  cient 
LED lighting fixtures 
throughout the District.

We look forward to 
sharing even more great 
news over the course of 
this year. I hope to see 
you cheering for the Gar-
net Gulls this autumn. 
School begins for stu-
dents on September 5th. I 
wish everyone a wonder-
ful and inspiring school 
year, and I thank you for 
your continued support 
of Point Pleasant Beach 
schools.

Sincerely,
William T. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

 SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME —
POINT PLEASANT BEACH

https://springlaketheatre.com
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Point Boro superintendent 
welcomes students back 
on their ‘Panther Paths’

STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear Point Pleasant 
Borough District Fami-
lies,

As the days grow 
shorter, we find ourselves 
beginning to look toward 
and prepare for the 2024-
2025 school year. It prom-
ises to be one filled with 
opportunity and growth 
for all our Point Pleasant 
Panthers, from kinder-
garten at our communi-
ty elementary schools to 
the halls of Point Pleas-
ant High School.

This past year, we 
witnessed outstanding 
scores on Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams 
at the high school level. 
We have exceeded levels 
of success in AP and dual 
enrollment that were not 
previously accomplished 
in our district. This aca-
demic achievement is a 
testament to the dedica-
tion of our students, the 
unwavering support of 
our teachers, counselors, 
and families, and a K-12 

educational environment 
that promotes passion 
and resilience through 
diverse and challenging 
learning opportunities. 
Accomplishments like 
this are a powerful re-
minder of the exception-
al educational experience 
we o�er at Point Pleasant 
Borough District.

Also, you'll find some 
exciting additions and 
improvements through-
out the district. At Ocean 
Road Elementary and 
in partnership with the 
PTO, the swing sets are 
being upgraded and re-
placed, and a new larger 
swing set area will be 
ready to go for Septem-
ber. Nellie F. Bennett 
Elementary School is 
receiving a crucial elec-
trical system upgrade 
to accommodate HVAC 
installation and other 
critical improvements. 
This work will be com-
pleted throughout the 
fall. At Memorial Mid-
dle School, creativity 
and critical thinking take 
center stage with the de-
sign and installation of a 
brand-new open-learn-
ing STEAM lab. This in-
novative space will foster 
collaborative learning 
and ignite curiosity in 
our young minds.

As you prepare to send 
your Panthers back to 
school, you can be as-
sured that all our build-
ings, Ocean Road to 
Nellie Bennett and Me-
morial Middle School 
to Point Borough High 

School, have been me-
ticulously cleaned and 
prepped. Throughout the 
summer, our dedicated 
buildings and grounds 
team has been working 
tirelessly to maintain the 
beauty and functionality 
of all our schools. Fresh-
ly waxed floors and spar-
kling facilities will greet 
students on the first day, 
creating a bright and 
welcoming environment 
in safe, nurturing, and in-
clusive schools.

As we embark on this 
new academic year, let's 
continue to help stu-
dents find and navigate 
their “Panther Paths.” 
Whether it's excelling in 
academics, pursuing a 
passion for fine and per-
forming arts, discovering 
athletic talents, or sim-
ply exploring the end-
less college and career 
opportunities in and out 
of the classroom, there's 
a path waiting for every 
student in our district.

As a hub of the com-
munity, let’s all remain 
committed to guiding 
students toward devel-
oping leadership, in-
terpersonal, social, and 
academic skills as they 
strive to achieve their 
full potential. Togeth-
er, let's make this year a 
roaring success!

Sincerely,
Adam L. Angelozzi, 

Ed.D.
Superintendent, Point 

Pleasant Borough Dis-
trict

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — 
POINT PLEASANT BOROUGH
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PHARMACY
Fast, Friendly Service

Colfax

We’re here 
to make life easier...

PLUS Hallmark Cards • Russell Stover Candy • Great Gift Items
FREE Local Delivery of your prescriptions and other in-store items

Come see why we’ve been trusted for over 20 years!
2510 Belmar Blvd., Wall in Colfax Plaza
732-280-3535 • Open M-F 9-7 • Sat. 9-3

www.colfaxpharmacy.com

Prescriptions • Vitamins • Skin Care • Remedies 
 Suntan Lotion and All Other Seasonal Needs

With all your Back to School Needs!

 Another ‘fi n-credible’ year 
of learning upcoming at 

Bay Head School
 STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear Bay Head School 
Community,

As we are midway 
through another summer 
season, I'm thrilled to 
welcome you back to an-
other exciting year at the 
Bay Head School, home 
of the Sharks!

This year promises to 
be particularly special. 
We're not just preparing 
for a new school year 
but making a splash with 
some fantastic additions.

First, we're excited to 
announce a new pre-K 
program in partner-
ship with Point Beach 
Prep! This exciting col-
laboration allows us to 
welcome even young-
er learners into the Bay 
Head School family, fos-
tering a love of learning 
and preparing students 
for Kindergarten.

Secondly, the tennis 
courts are receiving an 
upgrade due to previ-
ously awarded grant 
funding. From fencing to 

resurfacing and the addi-
tion of pickleball courts, 
our outdoor recreation 
and physical education 
areas have received a 
much-needed upgrade. 
The new courts will pro-
vide a fantastic space for 
students to develop their 
skills and enjoy healthy 
competition.

As usual, you'll be 
happy to know that our 
dedicated custodial and 
grounds sta�  have been 
working to ensure the 
entire school is sparkling 
clean. Freshly waxed 
fl oors and clean learning 
environments will create 
a safe and welcoming at-
mosphere for all our stu-
dents.

However, what tru-
ly makes the Bay Head 
School unique is some-
thing far more valuable 
than any new program 
or facility. It's the spirit 
of our school commu-
nity. We are a close-knit 
school where teachers, 
sta� , students, and fam-

ilies work together to 
create a supportive and 
enriching learning en-
vironment. In addition, 
groups like the Home 
and School Association, 
the Education Founda-
tion, and the Bay Head 
Yacht Club all support 
amazingly immersive 
learning opportunities 
that our students are 
fortunate to experience 
throughout their time at 
the Bay Head School.  

As we enjoy the latter 
half of the summer, I look 
forward to seeing our re-
turning students and sta�  
members and welcoming 
the newest Sharks to our 
school.

Prepare for a “Fin-cred-
ible” year of learning, 
growing, and making 
memories together!

Enjoy the rest of your 
summer, 

Adam L. Angelozzi, 
Ed.D.

Superintendent, Bay 
Head School

 SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — BAY HEAD

Danny White’s MUSIC LESSONS
REHEARSAL SPACE,
SALES, RECORDING

JOIN THE BEACH MUSIC ROCK BAND! 
PLAY LIVE SHOWS! 

MAKE NEW FRIENDS!

SPECIAL NEEDS MUSIC LESSONS

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING!
SAFE, FAMILY FRIENDLY SEASIDE TOWN!

B E A C H  M U S I C  S T U D I O S
808 Belmar Plaza, Belmar

732-280-1181
beachmusicstudios.com

http://www.colfaxpharmacy.com
https://beachmusicstudios.com
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“Excellence in Education Since 1977”

THE RUGBY SCHOOL at WOODFIELD
PRIMARY, MIDDLE AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

“Uncovering Talents, Building Confi dences, Developing Skills”

The Rugby School at Woodfi eld offers a comprehensive 
educational program which is tailored to the individual student. 

We help special needs students maximize their potential 
through vocational, transitional and clinical services.

DOLORES DESANTO, Executive Director

Belmar Boulevard & Woodfi eld Avenue
P.O. Box 1403
Wall, New Jersey 07719

Tel: (732) 681-6900
(732) 681-4867

www.rugbyschool.org

Serving school districts throughout Monmouth, Ocean, Middlesex, Mercer, Passaic, 
Morris, Essex, Union, Somerset, and Burlington Counties

Lavallette super highlights district’s uniqueness
STAR NEWS GROUP

Lavallette Elementary 
School is excited to wel-
come back our students, 
sta�, and families to the 
2024-25 school year! To-
gether with the support 
of the Lavallette Board 
of Education, our parents 
and families, the PTO, 
our partnership with 
the mayor and council, 
our police department, 

public works, and com-
munity organizations, 
Lavallette Elementary 
School is a thriving, safe, 
caring and academically 
challenging environment 
where students devel-
op the confidence and 
competencies to become 
socially responsible, civ-
ic-minded citizens who 
think critically about the 
world around them.

Located just one block 
between the picturesque 
Atlantic Ocean and the 
Barnegat Bay, Lavallette 
Elementary School pro-
vides an idyllic setting in 
which students can ex-
plore the community and 
surrounding ecosystems. 
Students have access to 
our state of the art aqua-
ponics garden, an innova-
tive STEAM lab, and our 
daily focus on children’s 
social emotional learn-
ing. Known for our small 
class sizes with teachers 
who are passionate about 
providing the very best 
learning experiences, our 
students enjoy challeng-
ing, yet supportive learn-
ing environments. Using 
multiple measures of 
data, our team of educa-
tors use a research-based 
Response to Inter-

vent ion f ramework 
and evidenced-based 
co-teaching practices to 
ensure that each student 
is challenged to meet 
their unique potential, 
while providing the in-
terventions or enrich-
ment needed to do so.

What makes Lavallette 
Elementary School spe-
cial?

In addition to serving 
the residents of Laval-
lette and Seaside Park, 
Lavallette Elementary 
School welcomes tuition 
students from neighbor-
ing communities whose 
parents seek a high-qual-
ity academic experience 
for their child, comple-
mented by a wide range 
of both co- and extra-
curricular activities that 
challenge and engage 

children to achieve their 
full potential. 

I n  K i n d e r g a r t e n 
through Grade 4, each 
day begins with a social 
emotional framework 
called Circle of Power 
and Respect, that builds 
community in the class-
room and helps students 
develop healthy identi-
ties, manage emotions 
and achieve personal and 
collective goals. Addi-
tionally, our school coun-
selor provides additional 
support for all students 
through classroom les-
sons, small group, and 
individual sessions that 
address the unique needs 
of all students.

Our ACES gifted and 
talented program is de-
signed to identify and 
serve high-achieving stu-
dents

in accordance with 
their capabilities, provid-
ing enrichment programs 
in literacy, mathematics, 
and STEAM. Our Career 
Awareness and Explo-
ration Program (CAEP) 
provides students with 
an opportunity to ex-
plore their own person-
al interests, their talents 
and skills, while learning 
about careers in proper 
context.

Our aquaponics gar-
den and innovative 
STEAM lab provide a 
visual, hands-on expe-
riential learning op-
portunity for students. 
Whether it’s harvesting 
the 133 heads of lettuce 
grown monthly in our 
aquaponics garden, or 

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — LAVALLETTE

SEE LAVALLETTE PAGE 15

http://www.rugbyschool.org
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F. Peter Halas, M.D., FAAP
Specializes in the Diagnosis and Medical Management of:

Attention Defi cit Disorder 
Spectrum Concerns • Primary Mental Health

for Children, Adolescents and Young Adults

And will offer:
School, Camp and Sports Physicals

Afternoon/Evening Appointments Available
Telehealth

617 Union Ave. (Rt 71) • Bldg. 1, Suite 10
Brielle, NJ   08730

Call for an Appointment: 732-996-5526

Visit pediatricconsultations.com or 
like us on Facebook: Pediatric Consultations

FALL 
ARRIVING 

DAILY

Giftwrap 602 Union Ave. (Rt. 71) Brielle • 732-528-6966
Store Hours: • Mon-Fri 10-5:30 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-4

25% OFF
ONE FALL ITEM*

*Excludes Sale Items. Exp. 9/15/24. CS/OS

Girls
Layette, Infant, Toddler

Sizes 4-12
Boys

Layette, Infant, Toddler 
Size 4-10

learning robotics through 
Sphero, our curriculum 
encourages exploration, 
imagination, and perse-
verance through STEAM 
and computer science. 
Students also enjoy a 
comprehensive menu 
of learning experienc-
es for students, includ-
ing school-wide literacy 
projects, related arts, 
meaningful field trips, 

and athletics for students 
in grades 6-8.

We are proud to o�er 
New Jersey’s first and 
currently only Montes-
sori Preschool program 
for both Lavallette resi-
dents and out-of-district 
families. Our program 
follows the highest stan-
dards for Montessori 
implementation through 
the support of Montes-
sori Public Works, with 
AMI trained teachers.

In partnership with 
our school community, 
Lavallette School Dis-
trict is committed to pro-
viding and preserving a 
safe and personalized 
environment where each 
student embraces learn-
ing and strives for excel-
lence.

Leadership, Achieve-
ment, Values, and As-
pirations...We are #La-
vaProud!

Dr. Lisa J. Gleason, Su-
perintendent

LAVALLETTE
FROM PAGE 14

Returning, new students and 
families welcomed in Avon

STAR NEWS GROUP

Dear Avon Tigers and 
Families,

The Avon School Dis-
trict is preparing to wel-
come our students and 
staff back for the 2024 
- 2025 school year. The 
promise of a new school 
year always brings a wel-
comed fresh start.

The planning and 
preparation by our sta� 
is in full swing as every-
one eagerly anticipates 
the arrival of our return-
ing tigers and those new 
to our school community.

We have used the 
summer months to pre-
pare a rich learning en-
vironment that provides 
our students with the 
curriculum and activi-
ties necessary for even 
more achievement and 
success. Attention to the 
academic needs of our 
students, their health and 
well being, and contin-
ued growth is what we 
strive to deliver at the 
Avon Elementary School.

This year, programs 
will be available for our 

students to help support 
them and their emotion-
al well being. We will 
continue to be steadfast 
in our Social Emotional 
Learning curriculum, as 
well as with our peer led 
leadership, The Wing-
man Movement, which 
has continued to provide 
a well empowered stu-
dent body that positively 
impacts our school com-
munity. “Flex” courses, 
school clubs and activ-
ities, and student par-
ticipation in a variety of 
after school opportuni-
ties will allow students 
to expand their interests 
outside of the traditional 
academic setting.

Our school commu-
nity will continue creat-
ing learning experienc-
es for our students that 
integrate various outlets 
of expertise as well as 
partnerships with com-
munity stakeholders and 
resources. Optimizing 
channels of communica-
tion with the Avon com-
munity and promoting 
the many accomplish-
ments and celebrations 

of the Avon Elementary 
School and its students. 
We will always work to 
cultivate respectful, re-
sponsible, and caring stu-
dents who are empow-
ered to think creatively, 
critically, and work col-
laboratively to positively 
impact their community.

We are very grate-
ful for the support of 
our Board of Education, 
teachers, support staff, 
the Avon Home and 
School Association, our 
Education foundation, 
and of course our won-
derful and supportive 
community.

Enjoy the rest of your 
summer and the break 
you deservedly earned. 
We look forward to see-
ing everyone rejuvenat-
ed, well rested, and ready 
to take on the challenges 
and expectations that ac-
company a new school 
year.

Sincerely,
Michael-John Herits, 

Ed.D.
Chief School Adminis-

trator

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — AVON-BY-THE-SEA
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Stop by for all your  
Back to School cellular needs!

602 Union Ave. (Rt. 71), Brielle
732-528-6300

towermobilebrielle.com

Happily serving 
our community 

 for 
23 years!

of Brielle

Convenient and Professional Shop at Home Service
CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL • SAND & FINISH 

Call for a Free Estimate
tel  844 4 Floorz
       (844 435 6679)NJHIC# 13HV08368300

• Expert Design Consultants.
• Over 4000 styles, colors and patterns, to choose from.  
• Our worry free warranty policy will put you at ease.

• No high pressure sales    
• Fully Insured
• Free estimates
• Free premium padding
• Quality Installation. 
• Brand Name Products

10% OFF applied to any
installed order above $1,000.

Expires 10/15/24.Sale 10% OFF

Floors Floors Floors NJ
BACK-TO-SCHOOL INSPIRATION...

Time to spruce up your home with new fl ooring!
Brick school chief 

welcomes students 
to new year

STAR NEWS GROUP

BTPS Students, Staff, 
and Parents/Guardians,

I want to extend an 
enthusiastic “welcome 
back” to our students, 
staff, and parents and 
hope everyone enjoyed 
their summer! As we em-
bark on another school 
year, we look forward to 
connecting with our stu-
dents, sta­, parents, and 
community.

The 2024-2025 school 
year focus is once again 
on student attendance 
and student performance 
indicators, and our 
learning environments 

will emphasize stu-
dent-teacher-community 
connections (“Student 
Centered, Teacher-Led, 
and Community-Con-
nected”). “Develop a 
passion for learning and 
if you do, you will nev-
er cease to grow”. We 
must continue to strive 
to create classroom en-
vironments that build re-
lationships, which foster 
a passion for learning! 
This is our Vision...This 
is our Mission...This is 
Brick Schools! 

First day for staff is 
Tuesday, September 3rd. 
First day for students is 

Thursday, September 5th. 
Parents will be able to ac-
cess their child’s sched-
ule via the Parent Portal 
at the end of August. 

The start of a new 
school year brings with 
it a sense of renewal and 
opportunity and I am ex-
cited.

Thank you for your 
continued support and 
commitment to Brick 
Schools!

Sincerely,
Thomas G. Farrell, 

Ed.D.
Superintendent of 

Schools

SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME — SEA GIRT

MARK R. SULLIVAN STAR NEWS GROUP

POINT PLEASANT BEACH STUDENTS FIND THEIR 
WAY BACK TO G. HAROLD ANTRIM

Students returned for the first day of the 2023-24 school year school to once again 
return to the home of the little Gulls.

https://towermobilebrielle.com
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Campi Dental holding student sponsor program 
BY ALEX LAMATTINA
STAR NEWS GROUP

If you know a student 
who is without supplies 
heading into the 2024-25 
school year, Campi Den-
tal may just be able help. 

The office’s Spon-
sor-a-Student has been 
running for roughly 15 
years, Vice President of 
Marketing and Commu-
nity A�airs Karen Campi 
told The Coast Star, and 
it’s back for another year 
to help collect backpacks. 

“This is just one of 
our programs,” Cam-
pi said. “It’s been going 
on for years and years…
our patients would run 
to Staples and bring in 
notebooks and pens and 
pencils, it’s just great.”

Campi Dental recom-
mends a $30 donation 
per person, but accepts 
any monies provided 

for the drive. Last year, 
it increased its goal to 
sponsor 90 children and 
provide them with 90 

backpacks in honor of 
their 90th anniversary. 
Campi told The Coast 
Star that the final tal-

ly reached 110 students 
fundraised for. 

The dental o�ce part-
ners with their patient 
Kurt Becker for this 
campaign. Becker is a 
longtime patient at Cam-
pi Dental and owner of 
Becker School Supplies, 
a multi-generational fam-
ily owned business, who 
has offered the needed 
school supplies at a be-
low cost rate for this pro-
gram. Instead of donating 
the supplies themselves, 
patients are now asked to 
donate funding for it. 

“Everyone in our com-
munity is just so gener-
ous and loves to give,” 
Campi said. “This is a 
great opportunity to sup-
port (the kids).”

Three local organi-
zations - the Boys and 
Girls Club of Monmouth 
County, of Asbury Park, 

Collier Youth Services, of 
Marlboro and the Mercy 
Center, of Asbury Park - 
will be provided with the 
filled backpacks and dis-
tribute them to children 
within their network that 
are in need of supplies. 

Donations can be 
made by visiting the 
Campi Dental office at 
2041 Route 35. Patrons 
can also call the o�ce at 

732-449-2228 to make a 
donation over the phone. 
The office website is 
campidental.com

Campi said, “When 
you have the opportuni-
ty to do this with some 
of the team members, or 
doctors and family mem-
bers, you can tell these 
nonprofit organizations 
are grateful.” 

COURTESY OF CAMPI DENTAL 

Campi Dental’s signature Sponsor-a-Student program is 
back for another year, with the goal of helping as many 
local students obtain as much school supplies as possible. 
The office is taking $30 donations from its patients, which 
equates to $75 worth of school supplies; notebooks, pens, 
papers and the backpacks of Becker School Supplies, of 
Pennsauken. 

EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY 
in your mailbox and your inbox

EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

THE STARS

COME OUT

https://srgs.org
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Come Flip with Us!
2351 Hwy 34

Manasquan, NJ 08736

www.epicgymnj.com
732-223-5020

Bay Head and Point Pleasant Beach 
 732-701-9900

Building a Foundation for
a Bright Future

We have openings in our Pre-K in Point Pleasant Beach 
and in our new location in Bay Head! 

Your child must be 4 years old by October 1st.

Circle Time, Story Time, Music, Art, Letter of the Week, 
Snack, Outdoor Play and More!

Please call 732-701-9900
to register for our Pre-K program for the upcoming school 

year at Point Beach Prep Preschool!

School reps discuss takeaways 
from AP conference

BY ALEX DYER
STAR NEWS GROUP

While school is still 
out for the summer, the 
administrative and edu-
cational faculty of Point 
Beach school district have 
been keeping busy, with 
officials recently return-
ing from both the 2024 AP 
(Advanced Placement) 
Annual Conference and 
a strategic leadership fo-
rum.

The AP Annual Confer-
ence is held by the College 
Board — the nonprofit 
which runs programs like 
the SATs and AP classes 
— each year, this year tak-
ing to the Venetian in Las 
Vegas from July 23 to 26 
for the professional devel-
opment event.

“(It) brings together AP 
teachers from around the 
world, along with school 
administrators and other 
AP-affiliated folks, to at-
tend workshops and gen-
eral sessions about their 
practices, in particular ex-
panding access to AP pro-
grams and making them 
even better,” said Point 
Beach Superintendent 
Will Smith. 

According to the agen-
da for the April 30, 2024 
board of education meet-
ing, expenses totaling 
$5,533 were allocated for 
three people to AP Annual 
Conference trip. Accord-
ing to the agenda for the 
Feb. 20, 2024 board of ed-
ucation meeting, expenses 
totaling $7,788 were allo-
cated for eight people to 
attend the strategic lead-
ership forum trip. 

AP courses are high 
school classes which are 
equivalent to college-level 
courses, and thus carry a 
more rigorous course load 
for students. At the end 

of each course is an exam 
that is graded from 0 to 5, 
with 5 being the highest. 
There are three levels to 
the AP Scholar Award: AP 
Scholar, AP Scholar with 
Honors and AP Scholar 
with Distinction.

Mike McGee, a Point 
Pleasant Beach High his-
tory teacher who leads the 
AP World History pro-
gram at the school, told 
The Ocean Star about the 
presentation he made to 
the conference, where he 
introduced the school’s 
initiative of AP courses for 
freshmen.

“It was quite an oppor-
tunity,” said McGee. “The 
College Board was inter-
ested in Dr. Smith and 
Mr. Wilson and I speak-
ing about the open en-
rollment AP program we 
have over at Point Beach 
High School, and our pro-
gram where we actually 
have freshmen open en-
roll in AP World History; 
I’ve been teaching the AP 
world history course for 
about seven or eight years 
now.”

“Over the past seven or 
eight years, we’ve been 
collecting data on how…
well students that take my 
class do; both in my class 
and further down the 
road, in other AP classes,” 
he said. “(This is) partic-
ularly in the humanities: 
things like AP U.S. His-
tory, AP Literature, AP 
Composition. (We ask) if 
we’ve been seeing a di�er-
ence between how those 
students who take AP 
world history as freshmen 
perform, compared to the 
students that decided not 
to take that as freshmen.”

McGee said that the cu-
mulative data showed a 
pattern: that students who 
took AP world history as 

freshmen did better in oth-
er subjects’ AP tests later 
on than students who did 
not take it in ninth grade 
— regardless of their ac-
tual performance on the 
world history exam.

“What we’ve found 
is, we’re somewhere be-
tween one or two points 
higher later on down the 
road on the AP exam for 
students who took the 
course as freshmen,” he 
said. “Once the College 
Board got a hold of that 
data, I think they were 
interested in passing that 
along to other districts 
from around the country.”

“Even though maybe 
you’re not going to get a 
4 or 5 on the AP exam as 
a freshman, the data show 
that the benefits of the 
earlier introduction to the 
academic rigor that comes 
with taking an AP course 
as a freshman does pay 
dividends down the line,” 
he said. “We’re starting to 
compile data as to how 
students are doing even 
post-high school into col-
lege, and how it’s a�ecting 
their performance there.”

The superintendent 
said that by offering a 
more rigorous curriculum 
earlier on in their high 
school careers, students 
are being prepared for 
“successfully engaging” 
with the material later 
on, regardless of the score 
they receive.

“Our session was about 
what we’ve seen and what 
recent research has shown 
us about building a cul-
ture of confidence, so that 
students can be successful 
engaging the rigor of an 
AP course,” Smith said. 

“All the AP courses are 
open access — it’s not 

SEE CONFERENCE PAGE 19

http://www.epicgymnj.com
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IN WALL TOWNSHIP!

Presented by Wall Recreation and 
The Wall Youth Center & 

Community Services
For more information call

732-681-1375 or 732-449-8444

PROGRAMS/CLASSES

Ballet
Pickleball Instruction • Tennis Instruction

Tai Chi • Yoga • Chair Yoga
Art Classes • Babies & Brew • Paint, Paste & Pour

Young Women’s Leadership Committee
Itty Bitty Basketball • Future Ballers Basketball

Street Hockey • Cross Country • Disc Golf
Snapology • Mindfulness • Guided Meditation 

Track & Field • Pee Wee Running • Zumba
Stronger Seniors Fitness Program

Bingo • Trivia • Game Day • Book Club • Movie Day
Veterans Monthly Events

WALL TOWNSHIP EVENTS
TOWN WIDE YARD SALE

Saturday & Sunday, September 14 & 15

KIDS DAY AMERICA
Saturday, September 21

FISHING DERBY
Saturday, October 5

KITE FEST
Saturday, October 12

TRUNK OR TREAT
Thursday, October 24

SCAVENGER HUNT
Saturday, November 9

just for a select few kids,” 
he said. “But it’s also that 
AP goes right alongside 
(sometimes in the same 
course) with all of our 
dual enrollment courses, 
of which we are o�ering 
50 this year. All of our stu-
dents have access to those 
courses, and everybody’s 
capable of doing at least 
one…That’s our aspiration; 
that every kid has that op-
portunity.”

LEADERSHIP FORUM
The leadership forum 

attended by the district’s 
administrative sta� from 
July 8 to 9 was a retreat to 
the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland. 
Smith told The Ocean 
Star that during the sever-
al-day forum, the admin-
istrators participated in 
numerous team-building 
activities, which includ-
ed group lectures with a 
Navy SEAL, a retired rear 
admiral and retired cap-
tain in the Navy.

“Alongside two other 
districts, we spent two 
days learning about lead-
ership from several active 
duty and retired naval 
o�cers,” he said. “In ad-
dition, on this team lead-
ership retreat we had the 
opportunity to command 
a two-mast sailboat in 
the Chesapeake Bay and 
collaboratively develop 
annual goals based on a 
model provided by our 
partners at Apple Educa-
tion.”

“We designed the stra-
tegic leadership forum 
from scratch, in house, 
with the aim of extending 
our concept of building 
the resilience, wellness, 
and capacity of educators 
by thinking holistically 
about what makes highly 
e�ective teams and lead-
ers,” Smith said.

Brian Savage, the busi-
ness administrator for 
the Point Pleasant Beach 
Board of Education, said 
that the program went 
“beyond expectations” 
with regard to its practi-
cal takeaways.

“It was a fantastic 
event,” he said. “It went 
even beyond my expecta-
tions. This is the first time 
we’ve done an event like 
this strategic leadership 
forum, and it was every-
thing we expected and 
more.”

“What I love about it 
is what I call ‘nuggets of 
knowledge.’ I was getting 
these little bits of knowl-
edge that I pieced togeth-
er. My goal has always 
been to continue my edu-
cation; I’m always looking 
for another piece of in-
formation to make myself 
better in whatever I do.…
the great thing is, I got a 
bunch of those ‘nuggets.’”

G. Harold Antrim El-
ementary Principal Tara 
Weber echoed Savage’s 
comments on the utility 
of the retreat, saying that 
she felt “reenergized” 
about the upcoming 
school year after leaving 
Annapolis.

“The strategic leader-
ship forum exceeded my 
expectations,” said We-
ber. “It reenergized me as 
a leader and I’m really ex-

cited to incorporate some 
of the strategies they gave 
us. 

“I think my biggest 
takeaway was that strong 
leadership is not just a 
style of leading, but a 
whole mindset; leader-
ship is character, so it 
encompasses so many 
things. And I think that 
when we think about 
just what a strong leader 
is, we think about how 
they manage things, but 
it’s not just about that; 
it’s about how they take 
care of themselves and 
their words and their ac-
tions,” she said. “It was so 
eye-opening…It gave me 
excitement to start the 
school year (and) pro-
mote the ideas not just 
for the faculty and sta�, 
but students as well.”

Smith said that by us-
ing the methods and 
skills developed at the fo-
rum, he feels the admin-
istrative team for Point 
Beach’s school district is 
more prepared than ever 
to share what it is learn-
ing about leadership.

“What really resonat-
ed for me was reminding 
ourselves that leadership 
is not just the guy or gal 
at the top,” he said. “It’s 
not just your principal; 
it’s not just your superin-
tendent; it’s not just your 
administrators. We’re all 
leaders — especially in an 
educational setting — in 
every capacity…Because 
of that responsibility, you 
have to adopt positive 
leadership traits that are 
going to help you be ef-
fective in that role.”

“I think it’s easy for 
folks to cede leadership 
to someone else,” said 
Smith. “We came away 
from the (forum) real-
ly being asked to think 
about how we can help 
train everybody at every 
level to have good leader-
ship skills.”

CONFERENCE
FROM PAGE 18

COURTESY OF 
SUPERINTENDENT WILL SMITH

This year’s AP Annual 
Conference was held at the 
Venetian Resort in Las Vegas, 
pictured here, fresh from the 
conference floor, are District 
Supervisor of Curriculum 
and Instruction Christopher 
Wilson (from left), AP histo-
ry teacher Mike McGee and 
Superintendent Will Smith.
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